GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OP INDIA 

CENTRAL 

ARCHEOLOGICAL 

LIBRARY 


ACCESSION NO. 1451)? 


r?Af.T. NT* Cn^.UnOC 





















I 






f 

A 

VOYAGE TO CHINA. 

VOLUME IL 









Library tfa 











































# 




VOYAGE TO CHINA; ' 


iscitimwa 

A VFSIT TO TIfE Hair BAY PREHrDEXCY ■ 

TTIE -VtAITtATTA COUNTEY ; 

THE t:\VE TEMURS IIP WESTERN INDIA, SINGAPORE. 
THE ftiaUTM OF MALACCA AND SUN DA, 

TUfc 

cji'E of o<x m oorE 


r - f aCN ‘ 


14548 


w r* 1 .<• * i 


BT 

DB - BEBNOASTIK, 

““ wTSJ *■*“ «r ^ 1 ™. 


LN TWO VOL 



9 / 0-4 p ?5 vo f?n. c 

Btr 

WSliUS : 

" u ; a “ 

.0, OitEAT KUttflORoueff 5 TftE Clj - * 
1B50, 


* 



cen ' : rcAi 

Lib::„; . i _hi. 

Ao* ( No i l f5 r k? 

Data y/. J^ 

Call No ?/* - itffiSZpbfc 


wmaom ■■ 

MTLrM AKD nm FBISTXM- 

ESSBi *TT3Etf, CUVEFT 


« 






DESCRIFnON OF TEE FLAX OF TEE CITY 
A>U SOMJKEH OF CANTON. 


[TlLO fike-ibiltfl ul' one of lht\ lismE ftAlfre dlr]i<- ouwulrd 

by a ruuSve which form* the IVouttspleeu to thr- 

prtwnt voIupm, will afTnril a iulmbki idea of tliu gcuvrml 

pbui Aiii oul Hire uf the city.] 

n a Mark the AifiiAtion of the CJtoo^kaHig r or Psuri River. 
A itmiLll Fort, efillwl the ^reftcrft Fh%, atuicls in tin 1 
mer h eliort ifirtmce from thr tnnih-&ti*| comer uf 
the city; ojiutliur Fen*, thelht£cA FuAjy, *umU 
fort her up the river. 

ft. Fobt* our the 0it tuition of the im the 

tLoJrth hnnk uf lh« rivsi* 

Ci Murkn the locality of the AlibimuinnhuL in the 

qU City f nciir the wwlmi ^tn. 

± A native pAtfodlL, north Of the numupu'. 

A lofty qiiil cuiwpieiiQii* bttUiUog, saHcd ihv d*e-ltnrliyl 

Pagoda. 

f r Thfi Oovsnuiri* HotJ*o: it fltimdfl' in thu now dty, not 
CHr from the Yew-Ini gate. 

gm The Fno-yiwu* Eoue, which tiuids near the contm of 
the old city, 

4 r Hcliao of tho Tucimg-keiin, erTiutar genEfnJ. b the old 

city. 





, Hm. .1 il« “■ "* 

cal tBTHuno, ne »i Urn ^tiu at ths uM ft; • 
lIoQie nf tlir Ouwch*-*^ of “n ^ 1 J' 1 ^ 

„. ,lj;-r^ ^ wpi-nntcnd^it ofiUe>n]i 

department., ntuiT ihe Kwei-tSb i^tc- 
o. forog-yiasn: ■ hmE far tho r^eption of C^imn 
ditoa at tha ngukr <som™*« inn*. 
f . TnMinffW ® 11,8 “** ,,f ^ 

X^tn um-tnuu i the grofflod, wiil.cmi iln‘ 

leathern gattis, near tb* riTcr. 
r Thf Frfnch Fnllv 
t. The notch Fully, 


CONTENTS OF VOL II 


chapter K 

oi CflUffm—Hu? Hutinp^—VJowf of Matoeci— 

Nttilw TiirvQv.*-Barter for Proviiktu—Mount l ^ir— 
Tht Pulo Cftrirtinn Ifihjsili — Eatmucr lo Spi 

Qkm Harbour -Tlie Irondon Hotel—Ttoo Author meets 
* Erkriii—A Wdk through ihu Town with him— 
i hii^c |Jllslct 4‘J - Simps ami HhopbgsjTgrt Qpimr- 
miDlcm^—A confirmed —Tkfl Opium Pjjni— En- 

onnoos Boa ConstrU-tor— Chinese Funeral—'DiviiiloBB * -t 
t\ti- Tmrn—hi Cununerciil importance—Thu u isfl-tfij-iftrC 
—Boat* ami Cabfr—Convictim PixiL’-appIti^ ilmsdiM— 
Tbi! Hatagintten—A Drivtr iuio the Interior—!Sfigat 
Miusn&ciory—A Pncifi—A N’nimeg Hwittriutt-FEro 
nmtu Tigm—Rv*\&mm off the Sultan of Johor*— Return 
*n Board. . . . . , . * *. 1 


CHAPTER II. 

Sail through th* Strain ofSidpparc—iMehata NiTfpttfon 
—Chine** Boat—Thf Ladrone Jalaoik—The Ltrpm la- 
Iuib Ja—Hjirlmair of Hong Kiqig— A Boote— totspati 

Rcnu— Deacrriptian of the Bland—’Victoria-™The Com- 
pnultira Syrtaiti — Robber ie*—Cwrfrma Form of 

Odih — Thtf Court of Hearai—{lvL*g of 4 Pirate — Fast 

Boatu 10 Macao—Bangor* of th* Pas^ge. f 3# 



COST EN rs. 


viii 


CEAFTER TIT- 

E^urrimi W Ylctori* to WfcHV^-Tfa* Tigri. 

iTit w-chow mi or —A iiiuuV Jlny—TU- Bogun Fort. 
-i-'tm'w" tn ,«» ttuwii TI-b D« P*B«& -vn w 
iluftch—Cbyit or River Ec*W*nefls—Ships Vitrimi* 

NnHriu* -AipuHw skwirty —Bamboo juiiI New Tr.inM 

. Variety of TiadH—SitllRflEL of RomW&Town- -T'uhne 
Rillbra-Tttl^Oriiffliiil H&spMity—.^LiotiM thy 
IJedt—Tb* R^enmd Mr. Lrowt—FreDch IflLinil— 
Murderknl EngHihinen—EifcmjirB Mjiimia 

—IV iVhunpoik Wiatiwn—The Bert* ikoaribed— 

^ U f rj^ir^ Definition Of Chum Wcndta—Finqiiii or 
I'. rpi^n ImtTK.. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Infinity of Berta Bfi the Pearl Rivier—Nrtffnf wf t ^'^ r rar ' 
gu« -The No! Jo^-Estkng, or Doctor—Tha Kitchm 
mi Board, end other Api^ttoart*—fWw' Jutd*— 
Tilt! Mandarin -Boat dwtciibcd— Attach on the May- 
Flower Otter —The Owner badly wwmded—No ^t»pa 
[jJtpn ]pj the Hrituh. Onvonmiaiit to Punish tbe FerpeM’ 
tor*—Traffic in Opium—Pa*M*H>uala to tlufig Kang, 
Mnrarr, Tuil uf—DiTursifiedRh'er Onh*r nn thi 

Laiiton Ether—Tfee Duck-bunt—Wluvmpua W»tow- 
men—TLnir lnterertlng Appmiwe—Tlrtir Unrtitmle in 
iJisir t’-iuiomw*—TrfcdSng Titli the Srtlotfr—Price* uf the 
vadom Article* of Dre*&—Scrnalm, «jj IntoiJtrtling 
Uqfiior—-ErnJamg b Chhrt—Iiartmrtboi giwn by thi 1 
Conaultu Mai-tcffcOf Bririab fckrdutiil arriving 

at WlumpiBft. + 


CONTENTS. 


ix 


CHAPTER V. 

AlimflgmgKtl of —CLiiie*e FraneraLe—A \ t*if 

tA H of Children—JcmmUt] IjitL-I%OBi:e 

—Tjte&i af the Natives—OrruiUiDiU* Mid J e will! try— 
{VjiiiF rtirrmil rn V bpm—Pn.jvisLtini ji h i n el/hI—F rail in 
prr rfminri — Alfa Prom on (id iff —— A Ofeti* Otiti Le □ 
Haired Famplfl—fti^lLthmfiii MoIibIbJ—C limnlt] m 

Wkbpw—The Visitor 8 * IlfJiii QtL^rterf—CniOM of the 
River— Virii 10 a —Chliwiiie Fort*— 

iner, t ht' RiTTL-r -ViJ^F-f—Thr French *uil Hutch FulOfli 
_ ^ifRii^ ^ititBei. mi Cant UP—Hntnl, 

CHAPTER VL 

Cluiwnu An'iiuhl of the C% qf Cwitflff—Iti Hjftoiy The' 
UVnfcFtv—’Tribute! To the Bmpcrun*—Estort of 
the City during Ufcfl Chow DyOlky—It* Virioni Thnlp 
HvlielticML hi iiifl Ba%n of Tji»'d»*wang— 
Viuinul Subap^umi Chanel — A Market OpnofiJ^ ^ 
Famoufl FriH—Cmeliici it Ccrait—Imperil EffleH—F* 
ttmb'e Wall Bmk—huxrndtm Commerce—The City 
Attacked lay l]f# Tartan Rwl taken— F«*iM Mw™« 
uf the InliAhitBot#—The Talionni Prefect Dttatriu:- 
tku nf Property—'fit* New City dewriM—StH* of 
thr WidL—Hit* SbltHm Gitw—|N»tri|ttinn ef the 
Suburbs. r 


CHAPTER VIE 

irarniLt ol th* Fortune*—The Hoiuei deitribcd— 
AmtiHMucOti and Diwninna -Tim Clfilcai Kaputt— 
Chimes BiU—Amountof PnpoliiiMJ—Tim Fkm*r lum* 
—Friocip*! Street* of tfw City—Tbc Shopke«per»— 
lurcmfeiiienc* of Narrow threew—A Obimue Mob— 
Norn bar of Beggar*—The Gate* pf Caukro—New and ulj 


X 


COSTBOTS. 


China atrerte-Edllila BirdiVNssti, «i Artlde of g™t 
luxury—Mode of obtaining them attended with peril— 
Tbdt value in the Market—Qufilitlen attrihoted to this 
Curious Dislj—TlieSei-SIus, or Mehe-dB-Her—The A"*' 
mnl described—Used US Ml srtldla of Pood—of 
f^l i arks'- tiftft- •**■** 1 

CHAPTER VIII- 

HtKnl Accommodation «t Acuw's Hotel—Doctor ^rker* 
Hcmpitsl, tod thn Pariuuis therelu—Diminutive Feet o 
the uit»—Barietrous Vuhlc.n-Ctain«M Wives—A 
Converted Ctdaiacn—Ae«unt of the F««* uf LuteiM 
—A Wiilk roand the CUy of Centos, nmiarteken uy the 
Author—A DlampuiiAWe qtiirter—Planing Undstepti 
—Wlter-Cuiwts—Turn of tho Interior of the City— 
Buriri-t^Mtad—Crowded sJolmrlw—A Sdiuol—Coulfc* 
iiphI Market People—Fattening caertinn— Ferocity of « 
Cnritcra Mob— Harder .if the Governor of JIiamo—A re 
iliK Chinese Cruel, moot?—InfcntMda Ante of Children 
—A pntln- u tn the PfBwrntloo of Ufr—ChinMOAii 
mcaed from a Waist? (JrsTO-R*v«»kjns modes of 
Tortnw-flelfitli Feelings—Progress of Civilian ion. Uf. 

CHAPTER IS. 

A tin Liter Homing’s Excnakn -The Tiiemition-H round— 
Henris nftlir Criuiimli Exposed to Public Vies—Crowes 
fur ftnuigling—The flovarrud T. Dill—Number ol hiP- 
cull no* —Woman Strangled—Difficulty for a Stronger tr> 
he present — -Politeness of H r. WnUtiiutlitw A \ 1 *it to 
Uowiiua’* lloiue anil GenleiM—Insolence of the t-1 jL rtdst- 

_Captain Hay ? Expedition is quest of t bo Pirate Chief. 

Sthsp-tin-Sai—Destruction of 111* Fleet—Mnrk Fhlbn- 
lliropistfl—Charontfir of l:ir J- Brooke— ■[•lend of Amoy 
—Province of fihin”-lill -Mmuitoov of ClnMM Ijirol- 

.ittpri. -. 


CQNTEtfm 


xi 


CHAPTER X- 

A Pamirs in (irende—The Tinka4>om f 

rowod by Female^-.:Fojmtatfciii of Macao—T heir Hu luut 
—The Mark ft — Sm-m i 1 leccmnt of tin? Tmm — Tim Grotto 
of 1 AtrLMibn^ Mender of ihe Gotehw—C hi¬ 

nes* Fori takec by ttuFottopiaKi—Arm* of the Chine** 
fkddier—Tlie Anther returns to Wll3fflp£li — HmiEmgr of 
Hong Kong—A Jut at Ylrtoi-k—V oys^u deifm tEm 
China Sn %— I a Urn I of 1 i rtttf Katana* — Cropping tho Line 
— Caspar Lionel —Cuatt uf SttnutfA—-Halpy-lHHrt— 
Supply of Pronifton*—Thu Spanish DoUij — MirtmiEw 
anil Gtamct Cm—Th* Strait* of SuhiIa—-V iolent Sqtt*E 
— Intricate Kwidjgatfrusi—frtiTidentiil Etoapt. - \*j\ 


CHAPTER XL 

Christmas Island— Sperm Wltiile*—Profu j hm of Tnrt3*— 
PiL*£4^n Ihroi^L the Indian OcLmn—!'Lni"fl willi rtu AtaLii* 
CMe Ship— 1*T««* of CimviLaa —^nunvitn^ Warning— 
The- Euglilh Ship I h-iitfl her oninputilor —DJiEfnhy ef 
approaching tlw CnjH.- from ihu Ea^hranl— Program along 
the African Come—A MuHnew on board—13 is pnnlsh- 
toeni—New 14gh£4mu*e— Ylv.v of TabU Mountain— 
Adrenu winds — Ani^i3 in Tabh* Bay—-Tho Author's 
second VRit to the Capo—Good aceommudatiLmiLi Tmikx 'w 
Hotel—Invitation to W& V ttti'varii—Variuly nf Fmil*— 
Emit b-.EaHf era—Th t Botanical Hardens—\Vw JatlV — 
Visit tfl SkmicHsfft tliiFpilal—f'm-iirfltT-IInnf ing— hlbmd 
Lake—Wreck of the Child* H un hi. ami the Nqiaijl— 
StenmfugH—EitaliUshmcfit for Leper* on lEobbe-n Uhnd 
—AllCCiiuio uf a Tratidier. . *Hf2 


coyiE^* i 


xii 


CHAPTER XU. 

(iltirialis Day in tll» no on]* flf tll 9 Cniie of tJoO'l IJflpe— 
1'toimitQW Ilf tho 11 Soptnntf," Conriet-nlup, for ' 

].f . „ U Land-mjoldngn and mainlratidM in Ca|« 

Tow*—Hfefc iiwitiun of tin Coludiy-I'nion ww&t 
ita CuScniBtn—Tyranny of Karl t^y-DcaTud..] *ute 
uf Van liiBnuutV Land—Enfli of ■ F »4 Scnkmuit— 
ILuiiir Stat* v( Security in the I’ajje Calutiy Evil* of 
introducing Convert* totn it— rojihUiity of Sir Horry 
Smith—Hi* mlmirabte linu of Conduct—Rwiobliiona 
at fill! Anli-Convict AMOeimtiun — HnotHtumt* uf th.0 ln- 
luthiwnia—Abn»e of Power—ricilgo mhua Lj the 

I’tdunisl*_fiuqlmntipatiuli wnuuff the (iflttvieti OH their 

Ytmm io Van 1 Human" * lumd—The Authur ftihuW t ti 

EngUnii- . m 

Appendix . * 

Table of Ui* cancel from Victoria l» Ma«> • 283 


VOYAGE TO CHINA 


CHAPTER L 

3[ruiM of Fullnm — Tt* Hliiimgi—VWi of >£ikw— 

Njilivt: Cafloet H.arfur for Pr^vificm*—Houtit rijihiir _^ 

The Pula Caiitton JitiiELiLr—Entnuicfr to Bangn^nar*—Sni.- 
dfinn Hurbour—Tl» London Hutd—Tlic Author meett 
With* FrteiHJ—A w^k thnjMyh th« Tu*n with hEm- 
TFia (JiLutpr—3 Eh>p« ami SfopjMfHBt—Opium- 

Hnokiu^—A continued timukEr—Th* Opiaiu Pipe_En- 

firmoiip floa Coiatrictor—CMifiae FaJml—D i^utoi <?f 
™ Tifciru—lu Cumiunreicfl LnportAttc&—Tba bl Sampan n 
^BuhIs JhellI CaJjl—CajivirjU--Fmc -ajjji | ca abgtuljuiE— 
Tha Manguflioifn— A Drive into tin- J itturbr—Su^iir 

llAinafimtory-^A FVacu— A Nutnwg PLuuaikin,_p tri>r 

cfotia Tig^w-B—BjiL^idaiiM of thc Sultm of Johuru^Ria- 
tarn '.m lk>ord 

Tile next morning we beat through the 
Xarrowu; and, when clear of the bank, an* 
cbored about ten miles from the Malay Coast 
oil' llic Straits of Cnllam. 

Weighed again with the tide* A great 
number of flat fisli, quite white, of the * 
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&hdpc of a turbot, are swimming alongside, 
near the surface of the water. Towards 
evening, a beautiful black-and-white snake, 
six. feet long, was caught by a repo towing 
over the side, but escaped before it could be 
got on deck. 

The Hastings, 74, flag-ship of Admiral Sir 
F. Coltier, in tow of the Fury, steamer. (Missed 
us within a few miles, bound to Penang. 

We are now approaching the town oi 
Malacca, which appears in the distance, and 
at noon came to an anchor, about three miles 
from the shore. Malacca, once tlic capital 
of the Malay peninsula, belonged first to 
the Portuguese, then to the Dutch, who 
ceded it, in 1824, to the English, in ex¬ 
change for Sumatra. It has greatly fallen 
from its ancient splendour, and forms, with 
Penang and Singapore, the “Straits Settle¬ 
ments,” under the government of the East 
India Company. They are garrisoned by 
troops from the Madras Presidency, to which 
they are annexed. 

The view of Malacca, from the sea, is 
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very beautiful; the bungalows arc seen ex- 
tending 1 along t ho water's edge for several 
miles, interspersed with thick evergreen 
foliage. The fort nnd (big-staff’ are on uo 
eminence, and a fine lighthouse, one him- 
dred and fifty feet high, towers above the 
surrounding buildings. 

A native canoe, with Malay fishermen, 
wearing Chinese hats, came alongside. 
They had several large ml fish, called 
snappers, for which we gave them beef and 
pork, they preferring barter to money. The 
fish were excellent, and sufficient for nil 
hands. 

Shortly afterwards, we were boarded by a 
number of light canoes with kit teen mat 
saiLs, maimed with Malays, and laden with 
the produce of the coast; Malacca canes, 
of all sizes, rattans, parrots, yams, cocoa- 
nuts, pine apples, mnngostecns, eggs, fowls, 
and a variety of other articles. 

Most of these men speak broken English 
enough to transact business with the ships 
passing through the Straits, All is dtrafc 
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by barter; old coats, caps, s hoes, linen, 
urroa, in feet, anything ia brought on deck, 
and oihj can in return for all the rubbish 
one possesses, obtain an ample supply of 
what they have to offer, each party being 
equally satisfied with liis bargain. 

For a dollar, I got a bundle of one hun¬ 
dred Malacca canes, many single ones of 
which would cost a guinea at gangster's. 
Fine apples were quite a drug, and every 
l >?tnar might bo seen about tbe decks, 
munching fruit that would be prized on a 
nobleman's table. Tbe Malay fowls when 
cooked, are almost black, and have rather a 
repulsive apjtearaiico, but are very good 
eating. 

Behind tbe town of Malacca, at some dis¬ 
tance, is seen Mount Ophir, 7,000 feet high, 
which adds greatly to the surro un di n g 
scenery. 

Next morning, we left this delightful spot, 
the navigation among the numerous islands 
becoming exceedingly interesting, Fulo 
lioupjt and Mount Formosa, in sight all day. 
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Aa we coast along, a few miles from the 
land, the wind failing, we “brought up ”and 
waited for the tide. Having hinted a wish 
to go on shore, the captain consented to our 
doing so. Fire-arms, cutlasses, and plenty 
of ammunition, are immediately called tor, 
and everything is ready, when some dis¬ 
cussion arose about the boat we were to 
take; and, as we could not have the gig, 
we declined the offer of the jolly-boat, which 
would not have enabled us to reach the 
shore before sunset. Considering that 
fierce Malays and tigers are the usual 
denizens of these parts, we thought that we 
might ns well have the advantage of day¬ 
light for such a “jaiiut, ,f 
June 15th. We have made no progress 
since yesterday, and, were it not for the 
magnificent scenery constantly surrounding 
one, the voyage through those Straits might 
become tedious, having generally to anchor 
each time the tide turns. Two large Malay 
proas, with three masts, and a single square * 
sail on each, pass to the westward. 
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At midnight, the habitual i4 SumatrOi 
willi torrents of rain, and most vivid light* 
ning, suddenly disturb the stillness we had 
enjoyed, in the midst of all which, cries of 
“Land aheadF issued from the forecastle. 
The helm was Immediately put down; we 
tacked, and stood away from it. The lead 
was hove nil night, and the land proved to 
be Pub PUang, on the Malay coast. 

In the morning of the 17th June, we pass 
by the picturesque group of Pub Carirnntis, 
covered with trees of the richest verdure 
and, after a passage of seventeen days’ run 
through the Straits of Malacca, we come in 
sight of Singapore, celebrated as having been 
founded at the edge of the thickest jungle, 
hy Sir Stamford Raffles, to become the em¬ 
porium of commerce mid civilization of the 
tar blast. As we ciune nearer, wc were 
boarded hy Malays, in their elegant 41 Sam¬ 
pan” boats, each offering his services as 
41 Dubash," or boatman, to the ship during 
her stay. Each had a book with the va¬ 
rious certificates of satisfaction from the 
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captains of the different ships he had 
attended on, for yours back: some in Ger¬ 
man, Dutch, French, Spanish, or English. 

The entrance to Singapore, or Sincapore, 
as it is sometimes culled, is extremely beau¬ 
tiful ; you puss dose to John’s island, and 
several others on the left, literally covered 
with pine-apples, nutmeg and cocoa-nut 
plantations, all of the brightest perpetual 
green. As you see it once, so it is nil 
the year round, few days elapsing without 
showers of rain to lay the dust and irrigate 
the vegetation in this torrid region, dose 
under the line. 

Wo soon found ourselves inside the 
spacious harbour, which appears almost 
land-locked by the different islands outside, 
looking not unlike a large lake, with the 
town in front, extending down to the water's 
edge. Ships of all nations were here, and 
n number of Chinese junks gave a finish to 
the Oriental aspect of the place. Earlier in 
the season of the mod soon, large fleets of 
these immense junks may be seen, going in 
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and out of the harbour, there being a great 
trade, Olid ftUo emigration of Chinese, from 
China to this place and bock again. 

We brought up. two miles from the shore, 
manned the gig with our dandy Lascars, 
with their flowing gold and silver turbans, 
and found ourselves, in half an hour, landed 
on the boat quay of Singapore. We went 
forthwith to Tronquoi’s “ London Hotel," 
a splendid establishment, having moat ex¬ 
tensive accommodation, in the first style 
and at the moderate price of two dollars* a 
day, wines not included. One peculiarity 
is, that you are charged the same, whether 
present at meals or not. The Hotel do 
Paris is another large house, but not on 
such u scale us the first. 

Having heard quite accidentally, in the 
Straits of Malacca, that Dr. Allen, whom 1 
had known intimately tvs u medical student 
in Paris, in IS36, and who had emigrated 
to Australia, some years back, was now 
practising in Singapore, 1 called on him, 

* Ahnt nine uliilUngi, 
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mid he was not ii little surprised on recog¬ 
nising, by the voice only, so unexpected a 
visitor, 1 received, of course, the most 
cordial welcome, which, by the bye, one 
meets with at any time from one's country¬ 
men in the East, where John Bull shakes 
off, soon after his arrival, his stiff, formal, 
distant style of manner, so habitual to him, 
and is realty seen to great advantage. I was 
enabled to treat my friend to recent news 
from home, about some of his family 1 had 
met since he hod heard from them. 

Having given to cadi other a brief out¬ 
line of our life, since the number of years 
we had been separated and steered such 
different courses, 

" Per varid* ciiur, per tot diia-imhw rernm " 

he introduced me to his lady, whose 
personal attractions 1 had long ago heart! of 
in England, which was well confirmed by 
her being considered one of the “ Belles 
of Singapore, in fact, the 14 Belle/' 

The doctor acted as my ckcrone^ and 
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we walked out in the evening, passing 
by the English Church, a wry fine new 
building, the Theatre, Government House, 
and the Institution, built by Sir Stamford 
llnflH the founder of the colony, which 
took place no further back than IS lit, the 
population amounting, in IS 3d, to 30,000, 
and at present, to u much greater number. 

In the Chinese quarter of the town, we 
entered a tew opium-shops, but they were 
all empty, and we wore told by the Chinamen 
to return in the evening about eight or 
tune, when they began to fill. Government 
farms out, for a fixed revenue per annum, 
the privilege of licensing a certain number 
of these upiunr-shops, which is n speculation 
to the man who takes it, and who is called 
the opium-farmer. We looted in upon a 
Chinese painter, and found him at work 
copying a portrait. This man lias a repu¬ 
tation for taking good likenesses of many of 
the principal inhabitants. 

We next entered u Chinese doctor's shop, 
of which there are a great number in the 
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bazaar; there was a variety of small 
drawers, each containing different drugs, 
roots, leaves, and seeds, but scarcely any of" 
them would be found In aur materia me* 
In ftiut, I could scarcely recognise 
one single drug, except gin&eng, and China 
Toot. I here were many compounds in 
pots, which 1 did not attempt to make 
out! 

At night, we returned to the opium- 
shops, and visited in succession ten or 
twelve. Each shop contains a bench about 
four feet broad, reaching from one end of 
the room to the other, on each side, leaving 
a passage between; these are covered with 
matting, for the smokers to recline upon, 
and have affixed to them, at equal distances 
between every t wo persons, a small lamp 
constantly burning, heat being required to 
be applied often to the pipe whilst smoking. 
Loading from this principal room nre many 
smaller chambers, or recesses, concealed 
from view by a curtain. These contain 
nothing but a table and mats, upon which 
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LnttETKJcIkiCj ovit of sight, thoflE smokers who 
ure so fur gone, that the eye would he 
shocked by the public exhibition of such 
depravity. 

We met principally with common, half- 
naked Chinamen, of all ages, mid in all the 
different stages of narcotism, some merely 
becoming gently exhilarated from their first 
pipe. Certainly, to speak fairly, the gin- 
palaces of London, half filled with women 
and infants, besides the other inmates, 
sj*ending their lust farthing in ns bad u 
poison as opium, is a much more immoral 
and disgusting spectacle, occurring amongst 
civilized Christians of both sexes, in the 
boasted capital of the civilized world; 
whereas, this opium-smoking, which is 
making such ft stir and shuddering amongst 
us unthinking people, turns out to be al¬ 
most entirely confined to Pagan C hincse 
coolies and mechanics, adults of one sex 
only indulging iu it, and that principally 
ut night, when their labour is over. Many 
of them are not much injured by it, when 
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not taken to excess, us their looks, and the 
number of years they had been addicted to 
ir, sufficiently proved. I am nut going to 
sanction the custom ut all, bat seeing 
much worse practices at home, we should 
be cautious how we blame these half-tor* 
barous people, -without religion, or the ad¬ 
vantages of education and civilisation. 
Let us try to reform abuses here, before we 
interfere with them in the East. One strong 
young man hud (edematous swellings all over 
bis legs, which they said wus not uul'requently 
a consequence amongst the most desperate 
smokers. 

We had looked into ull the secret cabinets 
and recesses, and at lost found one occupied 
by its wretched tenant, lie was an elderly 
man, and, on being roused, looked at us with 
on air quite 11 hdbett'P lie bud finished 
his eighth pipe, ami was an opium-smoker 
of ten years’ standing. His idiotic aspect, 
and emaciated, sbrivelled-up frame told 
plainly enough that lie would soon finish 
his miserable career. 

The opium-pipe is altogether rather more 
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than a foot in length, and has in it a small 
hole, about ihe size of a pea, where the 
opium is inserted. The landlord weighs for 
five cents* a small piece of the drug, which 
k mixed with bung and other com [rounds, 
and has the consistence of an extract. This 
lie fixes on the end of a steel like a knitting 
needle, and hands it to the smoker, who 
pushes it with the steel into the small hole 
in ihe pipe, and then lights It at the lump 
by his side. 

The smoke when In hided is retained rim 
same as with the hookah. “Mine host* 1 
having prepared me a pipe, 1 took a few 
whill's, and did not find it unpleasant, nor 
produce any effect on me, but a few more 
probably would have done so, and I did not 
wish to be in a state of narcotism during the 
short space of time I had to spend at Singa¬ 
pore. The Chinamen in attendance at all 
these places were very civil and obliging. 
They gave us ten, without milk or sugar, 
in little cups about the size of an egg-cop. 


* Twu pence LaiF-peunT. 
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The landlord was htwy at his counter 
keeping his account book, writing in Chinese 
characters, perpendicularly, anti reckoning 
up with a mi in her of wooden balls, strung 
on wires in a frame," a sort of counting- 
board they have constantly near them, and 
without which they will never make the 
simplest calculation you might ask of them. 
This, in China, sometimes annoyed me ex¬ 
ceedingly, as you hare to wait so long for 
on answer about the price of anything, 
whilst they are pulling these balls up and 
down the wires. 

Having been pretty well prevented from 
sleeping all night by mosquitoes, ] was 
aroused suddenly in the morning, and called 
down stairs to see an enormous live Boa- 
constrictor, tied by the neck to a long pole, 
around which he entwined; himself; he was 
brought into the court-yard by two Malays 
who had caught him a few hours before, 
in a corner of n room in their cottage near 
the town, and offered him for side. He 
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measured fourteen feet in length, and one 
in circumference, was beautifully marked 
wit It a large black diamond pattern, and 
the price was three doll sirs. I said one, for 
which sum they returned in u tew minutes, 
and left me the bargain. 

I could, if I had bad more time, have 
kept him alive in a proper cage, but in a 
ship, such pets as boa-constrictors are not 
very' handy, so that the nest step was to kill 
him, and preserve the skin ami stuff it. 

This was not so easy a matter; a quarter 
of nu ounce of Prussic acid poured down his 
throat, had no effect but to make him toon* 
violent. I next tried the some qua lit tty of 
corrosive sublimate in a little water, with 
no better result. After waiting a couple of 
hours, the rain came down in torrents, and 
I thought of drowning, by keeping his head 
under water with heavy weights, which 
succeeded at last, having lost three hours in 
these different attempts to destroy him.* 

* The Bcia ii now m tho Manual of CotnpfilmtiW Aha- 
tcunjr at 
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The rain continued through the morniug, 
few days elapsing without some min all the 
year round, which Eerves well to lay the dust, 
to cool the atmosphere, and covers the whole 
island with perpetual verdure. In many 
parte, the grass and gardens look as green 
as In England, a meet refreshing sight to 
the traveller, arriving from the scorched-up 
plains of India, We went into the bazaar 
to purchase a few kroses, which are only to 
tie met with here in any quantity, being 
worn by the natives of most of the islands 
in the Eastern Archipelago, and brought by 
the Bugis traders from Macassar, Celebes, 
Araboyna, &c. 

Being umible to speak u word of Chinese, 
or Malay, 1 should not have got on ut all, 
without the assistance of the Doctor, who 
prevented the extortion they invariably 
practise upon strangers. They naked me 
ten dollars for what we got for three or 
lour, a safe plan being to offer one-third of 
their price, or half, and they seldom let you 

g°- 


IB A VOYAGE TO CIH3tA. 

Strolling along, we saw a Chinese funeral 
pass by. The coffin is made out of one 
solid piece of wood, of a light yellow colour, 
carved according to the means of the de¬ 
ceased, and curried on men's shoulders, 
without any covering, at rather a quiet 
pace. This was n very humble affair, as I 
saw since, in Canton, a funeral procession 
early one morning, which took live minutes 
to pass by, consisting of bands of music, 
roasted animals entire, pastry, traits, 
each carried separately, in a carved, gilt, 
sort of sedan-chair, mourners, priests, boys 
in fanciful dresses, and I don’t remember 
half the rest. The music of one band was 
exactly like the Scotch bagpipes. I sup¬ 
pose this funeral was one of a man of rank, 
or fortune. 

Singapore is divided into the English, the 
Chinese, and the Malay towns. 1 lie Eng¬ 
lish district is laid out in squares, decorated 
with trees : the Chinese town is a busy part; 
the streets are wide, and the houses all 
uniform, covered with a yellow wash, giving 
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them the appearance of stucco: arcades 
supported by pillars are in front, which 
offer good protection 1'rom the rain and 
sun. The internal appearance of each 
house la not so flattering as the outside 
might lead one to expect. 1 caught fre¬ 
quent glimpses, en of the crowded, 

filthy rooms, peculiar to the natives. 

Singapore is a free port, and n safe an* 
cborage at all seasons. The Governor of 
the ** Straits Settlements” resides there. 
Situated at the extreme point of the Malay 
peninsula, it is of immense commercial and 
military importance, commanding the Straits 
of Malacca, the direct route from Bengal to 
China. 

In spite of the heat and marshy soil, it is 
an extremely salubrious spot, little subject 
to tbe diseases of tropical climates, so fata! 
to Europeans, Provisions are cheap, the 
market being well supplied with fish, 
poultry, fruit, and vegetables, Nudes* 
gninbir, or tetra-japonica, is produced in 
large quantities throughout the island, for 
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exportation. Sugar, pepper, and nutmeg 
plantations are also of importance, and 
the produce of which forms a large item in 
the exports. 

Continuing our wulh from the bazaar, we 
crossed over two bridges, the river running 
up some distance, but navigable only for 
small cm ft and boats, with which it is 
crowded, ft becomes wider where it termi¬ 
nates in the sea, forming a most convenient 
basin and landing-place, for the innumerable 
native boats, of all shapes and sizes, plying 
fin* hire night and day, of which the *■ Sam¬ 
pan " is the most used by Europeans. It is 
very light and elegant in shape, is rowed by 
paddles, and carries latteen mat sails. After 
the uncouth Bombay u dinghy," it is ijnite 
delightful to fall in unexpectedly with such 
superior comforts. The hire of boats and 
cabs is very moderate, A one-horso cab 
for the whole day, one dollar, by law, and 
for less time, in proportion, the native 
running by the side of the horse, and leading 
him. 
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This is tlie place of transportation for 
convicts from India, of whom there ere 
about 1,500, who, Ijy making roads and 
other public works, have done much to im¬ 
prove the island. A gang of fifty passed by, 
with chains to their legs, looking very con¬ 
tentedly and nt»it hai(uiL They were nil na¬ 
tives, end one was munching a large pine¬ 
apple as he dragged hi* chains along. This 
is the staple fruit lor all classes, and food 
for many. It b more common and much 
cheaper than apples, or potatoes at home, 
and In moderation is very wholesome and 
refreshing, I’erhapa ii indulged In to ex¬ 
cess it might bring on dysentery, which, 1 
believe, arises much oftener from atmos¬ 
pheric causes in the tropics than from fruit. 
It is a common saying in the Hast that 
you can only taste pine*apple in perfection at 
Singapore, and I found nothing mure true; 
its aroma scents the room most agreeably, 
its flavour is delicious, and, when cut, it fills 
the plate with juice. This fruit is generally 
eaten early in the morning, but is put on the * 
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table at every meal, anti is seldom left un¬ 
touched- It U of a large size, and grows 
throughout the year all over the adjacent 
islands, without cultivation, often serving for 
hedges- In the bazaar one cost a quarter ol’ 
a cent, or half a farthing. Ships can get them 
there at a dollar for four hundred; but, 
when they buy them from boats alongside, 
one hundred for a dollar is the price. 

Before the pine-apple, and esteemed 
amongst all other fruits in the world as 
facilUprinceps % is the “mangosteen " alluded 
to by the poet, Moore, a fruit peculiar to 
these parts and Java, being found nowhere 
else. It is contained in a thick covering of 
s dark crimson colour, the 9use and shape ot 
on orange. This being cut open, exposes 
the fruit, detached from it, about the size of 
an egg, of the most delicate lily white, semi¬ 
transparent, divided into five or six separate 
quarters, one of which contains a stone, that 
is not always found. 

When the mangostecti is laid open, 1 
* think the contrast between the white fruit 
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embedded in the thick, crimson, fleshy co¬ 
vering is the most strikingly beautiful speci¬ 
men of the edible vegetable kingdom I have 
ever seen. Its flavour is equal to its ap¬ 
pearance, unlike any other fruit, almost 
gelatinous, very delicate, and harmless in 
any quantity. The price U about a dollar 
a hundred; sometimes they are not so plen¬ 
tiful, and are sent from Malacca and Penang, 
'•vhere they arc abundant. The bananas are 
very linei guavas, the China orange, and 
most alt other tropical fruits are common. 
The durian, about the size of a melon, full 
of seeds and pulp, having the strongest smell 
of garlic, fisafatidu, and rotten eggs mixed 
together, with their taste somewhat modified, 
is much liked by the natives, and some 
Europeans fancy it. The smell nearly drove 
me from table. I tasted it out of curiosity. 

Almost all English vegetables thrive here, 
and are in common use. Turtle is found 
plentifully among the islands, and is to be 
hud for one penny n pound. As we were to 
sail at midnight, I hud only the afternoon to 
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drive into the country and to sea the jungle 
Jn the interior of the island. After following 
for three miles a fine road, planted on each 
^iJe with hedges of guavas, l reached Mont¬ 
gomery's sugar plantation, where the process 
of making sugar was in full operation, 

A very pretty stream of limpid water, 
with thick overhanging foliage, turned n 
large water-mill that put the whole machi¬ 
nery in motion- The sugar-canes just cut, 
were brought from the plantation opposite, 
and put between two powerful iron cylinders 
which expressed the juice so efleetually that, 
when thu canes fell through on the other 
side, they were os dry as a chip; the juice ran 
along a pipe into a building close at hand* 
in which were six coppers with a commu¬ 
nication from one to the other. In these it 
was reduced by evaporation from boiling to 
to the proper consistence; Chinamen, with 
large ladles constantly skimming it of impu¬ 
rities, and stirring up the liquid from one 
copper into the next, they all communi¬ 
cating from one to the other. When it had 
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undergone sufficient boiling, it was run off 
l>y a copper pipe into earthenware pots 
holding about balf-a-hundred weight, which 
were placed in large numbers under sheds, 
outside, for the sugar to drv in. 

All the men employed here are Chinese, 
who understand this branch well. On leav¬ 
ing the works, I saw on the main road a 
fruciis between some natives who were en¬ 
deavouring to seize a Chinaman, and a 
Malay, holding a krisa in his hand, was 
rushing in amongst them. They passed on 
lending one man a prisoner, but I could learn 
no more about it; neither did I care much 
to go near a crowd where the tar-famed 
murderous Malay kriss was flourished about 
in the air, 

I heard in the town on rny return that it 
is not at all an uncommon thing there for a 
Malay to ** run a-muck,” and quite recently 
one of these madmen laid killed several peo¬ 
ple in the streets before ho was shot down, 
by the police, they having orders to that 
effect. I told my cabman, a Bengalee, to 

VOL, ii. c 


n 


\ VOYAGE TO CKWA. 


drive on another mile, which made him 
s taTe, as we were now in the thickest of the 
jungle, the main road going right through 
it. He called my attention to a nutmeg- 
plantation on my right: 1 alighted, and 
gathered a few nutmegs. The trees are not 
large, and are planted at some distance from 
each other. Adjoining this were fields of 
sugar-cane, some of which I had just seen 
used. The betel-nut grew along the road¬ 
side very plentifully, and the hedges were 
full of a pink flower, not unlike the wild 
rose, giving Llicm a very pretty effect, 

Wc were now upwards of four miles from 
the town, and the driver said that dose by, 
a few days before, a Chinaman had caught 
a large tiger by putting a dog in a deep pit 
and covering it over with grass. The barking 
of the dog attracted the cautious beast to 
the spot, and, passing over the snare, he tell 
in and was shot the next morning nt leisure, 
by some young men from the town whose only 
chance of tiger-shooting he re is in this fash ion, 
the jungle being too thick ever to dream of 
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going out after them. They are very nume¬ 
rous and ferocious, great " man-eaters” for 
want of other prey on the Island, and the 
number of people killed by them averages 
from three to four hundred a year, so that, 
in many directions, it is not safe to live more 
than four or five miles from the town, 
and many have given up their country 
villas on that account. It is difficult to 
remedy the evil, as there is n constant 
supply of tigers from the primeval forests of 
the peninsula of Malacca and Siam, and they 
swim across the narrow strait that sepa¬ 
rates the island from the mainland.* 

The tiger does not readily attack men in 
preference to animals, but once having 
killed a man, he is extremely dangerous, us 
ha gets a relish fur what he finds becomes 
so easily his prey. Otherwise, a tiger 
might pass a man without springing at 
him, provided Jie be not hungry, attacked, 
or interfered with. Orang-Outangs, anna- 

* A reward tif fio dqllara $a paid by Governimrnl 
every !%er killad m the. bland. Thb mEopAa to many 
uuived a Uuarubc OcGflpfttkm. 
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diiloB, porcupines, &c., are common pets in 
houses. In the jungle, find in the interior, 
alligators, boas, cobras, with a host oi other 
wild animals, arc found, the natives fre¬ 
quently bringing them in for sale. Ihe 
black panther of Java, so celebrated in 
Eugene Sue's “ Wandering Jew,” is also 
met with here. My cabman was getting 
anxious, and, not thinking it prudent to 
drive farther into the interior, I returned, 
rather late, and had no time to see the 
Chinese Temple, or Pagoda, said to be verj 
I Lind some, or the nutmeg plantation of 
Dr. Oxley, the finest in the island, con¬ 
taining 5,000 trees. 

The resilience of the sultan of Johore, 
who ceded Singapore to the British, and to 
whom the adjacent kingdom of J chore be¬ 
longs, is situated near the burying-ground 
of the Malay princes. Another personage, 
the ex-raj eh of Singapore, called the 
“ Toinogong,” which means in Malay, high- 
admiral, lives near the town. This chief 
held Singapore under the sultan, and is now 
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a pensioner of the East India Company s who 
presented him lately with a aivord of 
honour, for Ms assistance in putting down 
piracy in these seiis, which rumour does 
not acquit him of being an entire stran¬ 
ger to. 

Having spent the evening at the doctor*s T 
I left him, taking niv boa constrictor in a 
basket down to the wharf, and hiring a 
Sampan boat, gave it to the man to carry. 
Passing under a hmp T he detected its eon- 
tents* dropped it, and ran away ns if he had 
been shot. Not understanding Malay* I 
couldn't tell him that it was dead; but he 
gained confidence when he saw me carry it 
into the boat without any concern* I ar¬ 
rived at midnight on board the “ Charlotte 
Jane/ 1 and sailed, a few hours after* regret¬ 
ting sincerely that my stay was so short 
in this 11 El Dorado^ of the east. 
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CHAPTER II- 

H-. 1 EJ through tW8iruti of S ingapo re — Intricate ^■.Ttgri i Luu 
— CliLLieie Ikmt—The Lodronfi Tilinrii Thi* Letni b- 
land*—Harbour of Hun;* —A Ro>y Lid—Si&nip*.Ti 

XIoiUBr — De&i:ription trf the Im| nn-i — Yict11ri:t K in 1 
pruhirt Clltcijun—Itabhraikb—Cnr!wm Fr.mn 

i Jatb—-Thu Coart uf HicftTcn—(Jhfcie of * Pirate—Fu-i 
Trills tu Mac*o—DfliigUJffl of ttm Fn&sfl£®. 

At three a.m,, we weighed, and pro¬ 
ceeded through the Straits of Singapore, for 
China. The opitiiu-cli|ipor, " Bob Iloy,'* 
from Calcutta, soon followed ua. We passed 
a couple of large Chinese junks, coasting 
along the island of Bin tang, of which iihio 
is the capital. The wind failing, we an¬ 
chored off the Straits of Bliio. 

At night, we stood through the narrow 
channel, called Middle Fa usage, between 
the rock of Pedro Branca and the islets of 
Point Romania. The night was dark, and 
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the navigation among these small islands 
extremely intricate; the kad was distinctly 
seen only during the flashes of light¬ 
ning. The lead was kept going briskly, 
and tho report of the soundings From the 
hand in the main chains, was listened to 
with breathless anxiety by the captain and 
the crew. 

Iii a few hours, we got quite dear of this 
dangerous channel, and found ourselves 
safe in the open sea, flying along, with 
every studding-sail act before the south¬ 
west monsoon. 

After a pleasant passage of twelve day- 
up the China Sea, being in the immediate 
neighbourhood of t he Ladrones, we descried 
a Chinese fast-sailing, three-masted boat, 
bearing down upon us. The chief officer, 
who had been once attacked in these waters, 
considered the sail suspicious, uud advised 
that arms should be got in readiness. The 
Captain said it wsis more likely to be a pilot- 
boat from Hong Kong, looking after ships 
outside, which opinion was soon confirmed 
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by florae half-a-dozen garrulous Chinamen 
lumping on board. ami offering tbeir services 
to take the sliip into Hong Kong. 

On proving that they really were pilots, 
their services were accepted at once. We 
passed dose to the group of Ladrones, so 
celebrated to this day for the intermina¬ 
ble nests of pirates they contain, and which 
they have done for centuries past. 

We nest approached the Loras Islands, 
also the resort of these desperadoes, who, 
only a few weeks ljefore onr arrival, had 
been attacked and partly destroyed, by a 
steam frigate sent from Hong Kong, from 
which plAce they are not thirty miles dis¬ 
tant. 

As the steamer approached them, they 
opened their fire upon her, and kept it up 
for sotne time with great spirit, until they 
were routed and their vessels destroyed, 
when many escaped among the neigh¬ 
bouring islands. 

On the first of duly, 1849 , the “ Char¬ 
lotte Jane,'’ after a six weeks' pleasant 
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passage from Uambay, east anchor in the 
harbour of Hong Kong. Our stay there 
was to he very short, having merely to dis¬ 
charge tlie chests of opium, which formed 
part of the cargo, but which detained us five 
days. 

The harbour, several miles in extent, is 
surrounded on all sides by high hills, with 
tlie town of Victoria stretching along the 
shore on one side, and on the opposite 
coast, the Chinese town of Cowloon. About 
twenty merchant-ships were riding at an¬ 
chor in front of the town, from one quarter to 
half a mile from the shone. The “ Hustings/' 
74, and two steam frigates, composed the 
naval force, mid, at the further extremity, 
are anchored the large opium-receiving 
ships of the principal merchants, looting 
very much like hulks. 

Innumerable Chinese boats, from the 
stately junk down to the useful sampan, 
crowd the landing-places, where are also 
seen a number of 11 lore has/’ a peculiar sort 
of vessel, from fifty to oue hundred tons, 
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hivlf PortUfiueBe t and lialf Chrnese rig and 
build. We Mere immediately, on our 
arrival, surrounded by a host of sampan 
boats, rowed and steered by women and 
children, the whole family generally pass¬ 
ing all their lives in their boats. The 
gninU (are of sixpence, and a few minutes 1 
rowing and sailing, soon brought me to the 
wharf, and for the first time 1 trod upon the 
ground of the far-famed “Celestial Empire.” 

The heat was most unbearable, and the 
streets being wide, with low houses on 
each side, render the walking out in the 
sun quite impossible without an umbrella, 
which most residents have, covered with 
white cloth, Victoria is within the tropics, 
about forty miles from Macao, and eighty 
from Canton. Its extent throughout is be* 
tween three and four miles, ‘and its extreme 
breadth Ls about a quarter of a mile. 

Victoria is divided into three districts, 
east, west, and proper. The first is pro¬ 
perly a suburban district, although continu¬ 
ing many large mercantile houses, the race- 
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course, some farms, and the Catholic and 
Protestant cemeteries, Victoria West is the 
only part intersected with streets, and having 
the appearance of a town. The mountain- 
ona ridges, on which streets and terraces are 
formed i rise at a groat inclination from the 
sea j and behind these, at the distance of 
about (inIf a tmte% abruptly towers* to the 
height of 1,800 feet, the black rocky moun¬ 
tain, at the foot of which the town es built. 

\ ictoria Proper is almost entirely occu¬ 
pied by the garrison and civil government 
offices. The European and American popu¬ 
lation does not exceed 400, the Chinese popu¬ 
lation is estimated ut 20,000, including those 
living cm the water; and there arc besides 
200 Macao-boni Portuguese* 

The garrison consists of 1,400 men, Eu¬ 
ropeans and Ceylon Ui flea: the police force of 
200 men, partly Indians, partly Chinese and 
English. They arc armed with truncheons, 
cutlasses, or small rifles* 

The principal street, called the Queen's 
Road, extends the whole length of the town. 
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In it are the principal offices of the mer¬ 
chants, hanks, and shops, mast of the last 
kept by Chinamen, but filled with all sorts of 
European goods. This street terminates in 
the Chinese town, where u crowded native 
population, in narrow dirty streets, are the 
only peculiarities to be met with. 

House-rent is very dear at Hong Kong, but 
living is cheap, the market being well sup* 
plied with meat, poultry, game, fish, fruit, 
and vegetables, The system of every Euro¬ 
pean resident having a 41 Compradore,' 1 or 
head-steward, to look after ins household, and 
purchase every thing he requires, prevents 
him from reaping the benefit of low prices, 
the comprndore generally adding a good per 
centage for himself. 

Ignorance of the Chinese language, and 
the oppressive heat of the climate, are cer 
toinly very strong reasons in favour of the 
“ compradore” system, however it may add 
to the expenses of housekeeping. This offi¬ 
cial engages all the other servants, superin¬ 
tends them, and holds himself responsible for 
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their honesty, making good any thing that 
may be lost, or abstracted by any of them: 
that i* a great advantage. 

A few carriages may be seen about the 
streets, but most people keep a Chinese 
sedan-chair, carried by two coolies; this is 
always in readiness before the door, the same 
as the palanquin and bearers in India. It 
is astonishing how far two coolies will con¬ 
vey a man, at the rate of four or five miles 
an hour in the heat of the sun. These 
chairs are adorned with Chinese blinds and 
paintings, and have a very pretty appear¬ 
ance. 

The summer at Victoria is very sultry and 
enervating, the thermometer often standing 
at SO degrees, in the shade. Sudden gusts 
from oil' the mountains give a few minutes' 
relief to the exhausted European, Ice is 
to be had at a moderate price, and punkahs 
are a necessary of life. During the winter 
months, the sun lias power in the day-time, 
but iri the evening, fires are absolutely 
required, and all the houses have proper 
fire-places for the purpose. 
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There arc a few pretty rides around the 
town, but not of any extent. Many eques¬ 
trians may be seen in the evening, but few 
venture so far as the interior or the other 
side of the island, Inhabited entirely by 
natives, and where, not long since, two 
officers of the garrison were murdered and 
robbed In the broad day, by a mob of mis¬ 
creants, who pleaded, of course, the usual 
Chinese pretext for such occurrences, that 
the Fan^juis insulted their women. This, 
to anybody who has seen anything of 
China, must appear at once fake, because 
no women arc ever seen out of doors but 
the very commonest of the people, and 
these arc constantly in the habit of mixing 
with Europeans without reserve* Besides, 
the character of these two officers was that 
of steady, quiet men, who were not at all 
likely to act with any indiscretion towards 
the natives, whose habits they were well 
acquainted with; and their gold watches, 
being taken from them, explains well 
enough from what motives the crime arose- 
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Great difficulty hus existed at Hong Kong 
to find a proper form of oath to ml minister 
to Chinese in our courts of justice, Tn 
Chinese courts of Jaw and judgment, where 
the character of the people is fully under* 
stood, no oath whatever in administered to 
witnesses. In order, however, to meet the 
requirements of English law, on attempt 
has been made to introduce a species of 
Chinese oath in our various courts. 

The first form practised here was the cut¬ 
ting off of a live cock’s or fowl's head. A 
considerable perquisite by this system was 
afforded to the court -keeper, who unscrupu¬ 
lously devoured the decapitated bodies. A 
cheuper form of oath consists in breaking a 
basin into pieces, intending thereby to sym¬ 
bolize how anxious is the swearer, (7) that 
if he does not tell the truth his body shall 
be aa unceremoniously emnsbed into its 
original dust. To those who fancy that 
they possess no more soul than ft piece of 
potter’s ware, this method of swearing is 
doubtless highly sensible and appropriate. 
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and it was probably under the impression 
that the Chinese entertain sueh feelings that 
Lord Brougham was induced to counten¬ 
ance this form of oath, when made at an 
examination in the House of Lords. 

The form of oath at present in use is 
considerably cheaper in practice than cither 
of the foregoing; printed forms on sheets of 
yellow paper, about eight inches by six. are 
kept at hand by the interpreters. If the 
witness can write, he fills ill the himiks him¬ 
self, or the interpreter will do it tor him, tu 
the effect that “ so and so" is now in court 
for 11 sul-Ii and such n purpose,” iliat he will 
u speak the truth, the whole truth, and no¬ 
thing but the truth," without fear or pre* 
varication. But, instead of liuMiing by 
asking tus God (his gods, or his ancestors) 
to help him in his resolve, a C An</lam t the 
form finishes by simply stating that the 
“divine heaven,"’ or, os the Chinese under¬ 
stand it, '■ court of heaven,” 11 witnesses 
this attestation.” * * * 

The paper, when filled in and read over to 
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the swearer, is then burned by the flame of 
a lamp. The particular “gods many ami 
lords many” who constitute the said court, 
of heaven it is presumed vary in idea, no 
cording to the theocratic knowledge of the 
swearer, but as it is a notorious fact that if 
after day's of incessant worship, a god, or idol, 
takes no (fancied) notice of Ids Chinese wor¬ 
shipper’s application, then lie, the «dd idol, 
is remorsely battered and burned, GtW- 
itMhtt. It only follows, as a natural conse¬ 
quence, that the supi>o&ed powers of each 
god being of a doubtful nature, the whole 
court as a laxly obtain in anticipation only 
a small degree of respect, or fear, and whole 
reams of oath-pa j>er may be burned without 
adding the slightest value to any evidence. 

This form of oath, but on an extended 
scale, is said, however, to be practised in 
temples at Nankin, and It appears that there 
arc many educated Chinese who would not 
tell an untruth alter burning the paper, but 
that the bulk of those who do so care little 
for the obligation it is desirous should bo 
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obtained; and, os ft general axiom, the cus¬ 
tom may be looked upon ns useless. In 
Chinese courts, the truth (?) is elicited only 
by squeezing (torturing), and by the inflic* 
tlon of the bamboo. 

Piracy is not of tin frequent occurrence, 
even in the harbour, within mu shot* shot of 
our men of war A few mouths before l 
left China, a Ladronc pirate sailed into the 
harbour during a dark night, boarded a large 
junk, at anchor, battened down the hatches 
with the crew beneath, and, cutting the cable, 
towed her out to sea. 

The alarm was given to the guard-ship by 
one of the junk's crew who biul swum ashore, 
and brought information to the police. The 
H Amazon" frigate immediately manned and 
armed two boats, with marines, to go 
in pursuit of the pirate, which they could 
not come up with near enough for their fire 
to take effect, and they returned after along 
chose into port. 

Every day fast-boats sail from Hong Kong 
to Macao, a distance of forty miles, and 
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there being no steamer for several days, I 
determined upon going across in a fast-boat, 
where there is a separate cabin for any 
European, the natives ail living together. 
But the danger of pirates attacking* these 
boats was so great, that I was dissuaded 
from going at all. 

The chances of being n tracked when there 
is a European on I man! arc almost certain, 
as the pirates find it out by their spies on 
land, tmd the natives seldom travelling with 
much money or valuables, are not so likely 
to be molested. There is seldom n week 
without some attack taking place upon fish¬ 
ing-boats* or passage-boats, in these w aters, 
Tlie numerous islands, creeks, anil boys ore 
most favourable for the hiding-places of 
these rowrSj who, 41 hydra diertded/’appear 
again ns fast as they are destroyed. 

The unhealthy reputation which Hong- 
Kong had ho justly acquired during the first 
years of our occupation, when the troops 
were so reduced by fever that they were 
obliged to be removed on board the ships in 
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harbour, as the only means of saving those 
who remained, bus now undergone nil entire 
change. Proper drainage has been attended 
to, nuisances causing malaria have been 
removed by fresh police regulations, and 
the barracks and residences of the settlers, 
rendered more healthy than they were at an 
earlier period, when the neglect of these 
things engendered endemic fever, of the 
most rapid and fatal kind. Advices just 
received, however, state the mortality among 
our soldiers quartered there to have been 
recently very great, owing, doubtless, to the 
unhealthy situation of the barracks, usually 
the case in the East. The general health of 
Hong Kong being good, whilst such a fear¬ 
ful mortality is decimating our European 
troops in their liaimdss, clearly proves the 
cause to be endemic, and easily remedied by 
removing the f<m$ ft origo tnaH. Cut so 
long ns Government will not consult medical 
authorities in the choice of locality for bar¬ 
racks and other public buildings intended for 
the reception of large bodies of men, either 
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at home or abroad, so Id tig will such blun¬ 
ders as we see in the present case I je con¬ 
stantly committed, tlie expense the country 
is put to by the loss of English m Idlers in 
the Eu.sfc being a minor evil, when compared 
with the recklesftp tin necessary sacrifice q£ 
human life* 

At present ? the climate of Victoria i$ 
found to tie not more imwholesome tfmn 
other stations in the same range of latitude. 
The winds, for nearly three-fourths of the 
year, prevail from the east ward p veering 
northerly in the latter and former parts. 
It is during the latter part only of the south¬ 
west monsoon that the southerly and west* 
erly breezes are of any consequence* A frost 
in Victoria b sin especial curiosity, and snow 
has not yet been seen. 

The dry eat months of the year ore Decem¬ 
ber, January, and February* In March, 
heavy ruins are generally experienced, of 
which there is a partial cessation in the 
following month; but the rainy seasons are 
very uncertain and irregular, scarcely two 
years together a being alike as to their 
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commencement and duration. The: month 
of August te, however, regularly the wettest 
of the whole. 

The thermometer sometimes rises in the 
shade to 90 degrees of Fahrenheit, very 
rarely to 93 degrees. But the average 
summer heat is from 76 to 88 degrees- The 
month vf July, of which J had a specimen, 
is the hottest and most trying of all* In 
the winter season, the thermometer is seldom 
lower than 53 degrees, with a continuation of 
northerly winds. It sometimes lulls during 
the night to 45 degrees* but remaining so 
only tor a few hoars, and probably succeeded 
on the following noon by a temperature of 
So degrees. 

The principal causes of sickness in Vic¬ 
toria, are such as would be incidental in 
India, or any place within the bdluetiee 
ot those enervating effects which tropical 
climates produce upon the nervous system of 
Europeans, and which render the body more 
than ordinarily susceptible of disease. To 
persons of weakly constitution, the sudden 
Hue its at ions of climate just alluded to, ought 
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to be well guarded against. Flannel worn 
nest to the akin, a generous diet, and the 
moderate use of stimulants* are the best 
preservatives. 

In the summer months, exposure without 
exercise to the direct rays of the sun, has a 
very injurious effect, With exercise, and 
the head well protected, the danger is not 
£0 great* The sickly character which this 
new settlement had earned for itself* origi¬ 
nated from causes which in \ ietoria arc now 
nearly eradicated. 

The groat cause of sickness, in the early 
period of our occupation* arose from a resi* 
donee in badly-built houses, with floors 
barely removed from the damp earth; often¬ 
times within the influence or the miasma 
arising from marshes* or the noxious gases 
of newly turned-up earth* 

The churches* post-office* barracks, and 
other public buildings are very creditable. 
The club-house is on an extensive scale, and, 
being open to visitors* with a proper intro¬ 
duction, is perhaps the cause of the little 
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want of hotels in Victoria; the only one in 
the town haying generally a deserted appear¬ 
ance* Boating is a favourite amusement 
An annual regatta and ball are held,—most 
people attending and entering boats. 

The principal Canton merchants have n 
house and offices at Hong Kong, causing a 
don hie expense of servants, clerks, rent, &c,, 
without a dequat e co 1 11 1 imperial ad vimta ges; 
tills settlement not haying succeeded as it 
wtts anticipated, in drawing towards it the 
principal trade and native merchants fry in 
Canton, which is still as much as ever the 
emporium of commerce to Southern China* 
Many merchants think .seriously of residing 
either at one place or the other, and ibr 
Lusiness purposes the factories have cer¬ 
tainly many advantages oyer Hong Kong. 
An opposition steamer runs two or three times 
a week from \ ictoria to Canton, performing 
the distance of eighty miles in ten or tw r clve 
hours, often calling at Macao, both on going 
and returning, T he fare is eight dollars; 
vrith a good table at fixed prices. A passage 
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by the steamer is live only safe way of per¬ 
forming the voyage. Sailing-bants toke pits* 
sangers for two dollars ■ but they may I* two 
daj-A, mid are liable to attacks. A post-boat, 

pulled by thirty men, carries the mail every 
day at a rapid pa^e. 

I here is a monthly steam communication; 
between China and England by the line of 
steamers, via Suez, the average time re¬ 
quired being fifty-five days. English money, 
rupees, and Spanish dollars arc all current 
hare, this last being generally vstimated at 
four shillings. Amongst the natives, Chinese 
cash* is nUo in circulation. Chinese fancy 
articles are dearer than at Canton, where 
there is also a greater choice. In passing 
through a gentleman's flower-garden in front 
of his house, I saw a greater number of 
beautiful large butterflies, flying about from 

TTui only coin undo lav Him Chin rat', enanpoted of na- 
ten-iijj amt cojapcir, JOG 'of a'hSuli am «pwl to <mn tatul. 
They cat! it Lf. It hu a uiuatTB htalc in tk‘ mtn for (Jts 
ooEvanlciico (jf being Itnani; dn a t-mne, mail la en*t, not 
atniek with a dla. it h a gnat artteli of eotatmnw, thtp. 
IrMuia of mth being Uporlarl CD tlto diforont islimJa of the 
Etatcna jVrL-liijjttngD, 
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flower to flower, that I have since met with 
during all my stay in Chino. 

Snakes arc sometimes found ; but there 
does not appear to be any wild animals oa 
the island. Hong Kong is a dull place for a 
stranger to remain in more than a few days, 
being neither Chinese nor English, hut a 
strange admixture of both with a strong 
tinge of Malays and .Portuguese. I was not 
sorry to find, on the sixth day after our 
arrival, that a pilot had come on board to 
take us up to Whampoa. Having weighed 
anchor at eleven with a fine breeze, we stood 
out of the harbour. 

Canton, Whampoa, Hong Kong, and Ma¬ 
cao, are the only places which the visitor to 
southern China can possibly have access to. 
Of these, Canton, the capital!, and Whauipoa, 
the port of Canton, belong to the Chinese, 
Hung Kong to the British, and Macao to the 
Portuguese. Each of these places differing 
entirely in features, inhabitants, laws, go¬ 
vernment, and customs, from each other, 
must, of course, be objects of great interest to 
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the temporary resident in China. They are 
nil easily reached in a day by menus of the 
steamers tunning at stated times, which is 
the only safe way of travelling in this conn- 
tiy, the classic ground of piracy. 

Numerous fast-sailing eountry-bonts ply 
between all the ports at much kss Hires, but 
no European, who has any regard Jbr hi® 
life, should venture by them, as the very 
fact of hie being a passenger, often causes 
them to be attacked and plundered. 
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CHAPTEE IIL 

Exm$on frrim Virturin to Wli.-irnprai;—Thn Ririr Turn* 
—Ctiuw-flhoi¥ iTRLcr— Anwn'v Say— T Jit Rogni" Fcirt*. 
—'fYttniflWutl Ic- pass ilipm — Tin Liar 1'igwU —Wlmnipua 
— C L L-&Ji R r ut River liffrttlQUutf-H — -^E±[|?a of Yttrium. 

frrtl lofts—Aqtudc Society— Kim two and Nl-W TciWltf 
—Variety nrTrttfle*— ^iTiiatkiii of BiuakMjTtiwu—Public 
Psilliunl-TAJjLi!—Orica ml Uuspitnaty^AmooLid Dry 
Dock—Tin' EovLirfinil Mr, L&rnni—Freucli IaLuthI — 
Murdered EnglinlinisQ—E ieuiuIvu PtaMy-Eetdi—Matoia 
— Tba Wluini|kQci Bijaimeu—Tim li^aU dwrihfttl—Eton* 
gcr of H tfitE a Btsfiafcto of Ciiimat Wqrd.fi—Famqiti, vr 
Foreign Dctil 

Toe excursion from Victoria to Whampoa 
is extremely interesting. The entrance to 
the river Tigris, or Peart river, U some Hi- 
teen utiles brood, with high hills on each 
bide, and innumerable bays and creeks, with 
a few fishermen's lints, and their boats at 
anchor near the shore, We pass by the 
island of Llntin, notorious in the annals of 
opium-smuggling as the great rendezvous 
of the opium ships. 

We were sailing with nil studding-sails 
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set at the rate of ten knots an hour, when 
suddenly the ship lost steerage-way, and was 
turned almost round, to the great alarm of 
the pilot, who ordered the men to let go the 
anchor- This was all occasioned by being 
caught in "Chow-chow” water, a phenomenon 
peculiar to this river, caused by strong 
eddies arising from the numerous islands 
and counter-currents, the force of which 
may be well Imagined, when a ship going 
ten knots with a strong breeze, is unable to 
steer, and runs the risk of being driven on 
shore. (he order of the pilot was not 
obeyed | and, after some time, we resumed 
our course. 

On the right, is Anson's Bay, called after 
that celebrated commander, whose ship, the 
Centurion, anchored there. A large fleet of 
war-junks was lying there, without any very 
fixed object in view', as 1 saw them for 
months at the same place, at a time when 
the river and coast were so infested with 
pirates that nobody could venture in any 
thing but a steamer. 
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We soon came in sight of the Dacca Ti¬ 
gris and celebrated Bogue Forts. Here the 
river suddenly becomes narrower, being 
about two miles across. Tiger Island is on 
tlic left, und 011 both sides the hills arc co¬ 
vered with forts, ** iuIa-Chinoise,” which con¬ 
sist of a thick granite wall, not very high, 
with enormous loop-holes tor the cannon, 
that are generally hidden from view by two 
folding-doors. 

These fortifications follow the irregulari¬ 
ties of the hills on which they are built, and 
seem to be kept in good order; but not a 
soldier is ever seen near them ; no flags nor 
other insignia of war would lead one to sup¬ 
pose that they arc occupied. 

A Mandarin li ves on share at this spot, and 
all ships must send a boat for the '‘ chop/* 
or permit, to pass the torts, which is always 
granted. This document, in Chinese, gives 
u description of the ship, and has a very 
official appearance. The sides of the river 
now assume a more cultivated aspect Exten¬ 
sive plantations of sugar-cane, paddy-fields, 
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titid Iruifc trees, with village interspersiGc], 
the eye* and the landscape improves ns 
you advance towards the Bar Pagoda, a 
beautiful pillar on the hills opposite the 
second bar. This pagoda, more than 120 
feet high, is very similar to the other two 
between Wh ainpoa and Can ton. Large ships 
arc obliged to anchor hero, as they can only 
cross the bur at the top of the tide, 

A few miles beyond this is the first bar, 
which being got over, the vessel soon arrives 
in Whampoa reach, a broad part of the 
river, with excellent anchorage, at least three 
mi lus in ex ten t. This is the port of Canton, 
no vessels being allowed to go beyond it, 
excepting native craft, and a few European 
small coasters. 

Before the war, and in the Company's 
time, Whampoa was the only place in China 
where ships could load; and, when the Sect 
was there at anchor, was rather a gay place. 
At present, no European is allowed to live 
on shore, but all the resident English and 
Americans reside in a “chop," which is like 
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the hull of a small vessel, with rooms in its 
centre space, and a platform above for the 
inmates to enjoy the cool air. The servants 
live in the head, where the kitchen and other 
offices are situated. Those “chops'* are 
strongly moored, and [minted white and green 
very tastily, each having the indispensable 
appendage of a four-oared gig alongside the 
steps, and a Chinese crew lying about, gene¬ 
rally asleep, but ready nt a moment’s call, 

A residence in a large chop is perhaps 
preferable to a house in this hot country, 
there being generally u light air on the water, 
and the security from thieves is also an ad- 
van (age. Several medical men, ship-chand¬ 
lers, the Consular Agent, who is the chief 
magistrate, and others, reside in 11 chops." 

From fifty to eighty ships are to be found 
at anchor in the reach, most of them 
English, next American, and Dutch, with a 
few l punch, LI am burgh, or Prussian. Their 
stay is from one to three months, to com¬ 
plete their cargoes, there being a constant 
succession of ships leaving and fresh am* 


A VOTAGE TO CHEfA, 


57 


vals. Opium-clippers from tho coast are 
Jiere at all times of tine year, During the 
winter months, the amount of shipping de¬ 
creases considerably. The society of Wham¬ 
poa is exclusively of an aquatic character, 
being confined to the visiting amongst the 
shipping and l,! chops, 1 ' hut it is not the Jess 
agreeable: an English brlg*of-war and a war- 
steamer, also ati American man-of-war are 
stationed here. The gentlemen of Canton 
frequently spend the Sunday amongst their 
shipping acquaintances, or when they wish 
for a little change of nir and scenery from 
the crowded and sultry factories. 

The town of Whampoa is built on both 
sides of the river; that on the left as you 
ascend, called Bamboo Town, is bv fiir the more 
ancient of the two. Higher up, □□ the op¬ 
posite side, is New Town, much better built, 
and, beyond that, on the same side, is Wham¬ 
poa Proper, being the original Chinese vil¬ 
lage* Tliis extends inland to the Native 
Town, where it is not safe for Europeans to 
venture. Bamboo Town, so called from its 
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being built on tlie water, the houses Laving 
for their foundation merely bamboos driven 
into tbe river, which runs underneath each, 
extends parallel with the water side about 
a mile and a half. The town is composed of 
one narrow main street, paved with granite, 
and shops on both sides for sup plying Euro¬ 
peans with every thing. Carpenters, trunk - 
makers, dealers in fancy goods, painters, 
tailors, and shoemakers, are the most nume¬ 
rous. Fruit shops, and shops for baked meats 
and poultry, eaten by the Chinese, emit an 
odour not very pleasant. 

The street, not more than five feet wide, 
is crowded with almost naked coolies and 
mechanics, who are constantly jostling 
against you; the shopkeepers, standing at 
their doors, invite you in, or speak in a 
friendly way, many having ns sign-boards 
some English name, as flood Tom, Old Jack, 
&c., to entice people to enter. With the 
exception of trunks and carpenter's work, 
things are dealer and inferior to the Canton 
market. 
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Bamboo Town is si tuatcd on Bane's Island, 
where there arc some pleasant promenades, 
and the people all over it ore so accustomed 
to Europeans, that it is the only place where 
they can walk with safety. Sailors at 
Whampoa arc not allowed to go on shore at 
all, to avoid any quarrel, or collision, with 
Chinamen, which, when they become intoxi¬ 
cated with 11 Sam-shu,” a native liquor, 
distilled from rice, is sure to happen, 

A little farther up, on the same side, is a 
public billiard-table and bowling-ground, 
kept by Cinnamon. The marker ia very ex- 
jierT, but the table is not true, and the light 
at night deficient, With all this the prices 
are too high. The boatmen call it the “play¬ 
house, 1 ' which is not very inappropriate, it 
being the only place of diversion for the 
aquatic residents here. At night, a little 
fleet of sampans may be seen waiting at the 
stairs for their respective owners. 

New Town, situated on the opposite side, 
about a mile higher up, is a much hotter built 
place, but not near so bustling or Chinese- 
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looking as Bamboo Town. Here also the 
row of houses facing the water are 
built upon high bamboos over the river, to 
avoid ground-rant. Most of the washer¬ 
women and corner adores live here. 

Walking in the town Is safe, but no far¬ 
ther. All those people getting their living 
hy serving us, are uncommonly civil, ask us 
in to take tea and sweetmeats, and It is the 
custom for captains and their friends to call 
on the “ corapradore* to tiffen, or take wine. 

Many of these residents have a nice room, 
with on English table and chairs, are always 
glad to sec you, and get fried ham and eggs, 
roast pigeons, teal, or snipes ready in a few 
minutes, and put port wine, claret, or brandy 
on the table in decanters, all gratuitously, 
and with the greatest case and affability of 
manner. 

Above New Town is Amoon’s dry dock, 
where ships can undergo repairs to any ex¬ 
tent, at a fair price. Boats and small 
schooners are built there, and a commodious 
Lethe! ship, built by a general subscription 
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amongst the shipping ami Canton merchants, 
will soon he launched. At present, semes 
is performed by the Ifovd. Hr. Lomas, on 
Sunday mornings, in ships that are willing 
to rig a church,” of which due notice is 
sent round to the fleet. I formed one of liis 
congregation frequently, and never heard so 
superior a man on board ship in ariy 
country. 

Opposite New Town is French Island, 
upon some parts of which it Is safe to walk 
and the view from the hill on the boiler of 
the river is extremely beautiful, extending 
nearly as far os Canton. This island ^ 
btirying-ground of Europeans from time 
immemorial, ns the numerous monuments 
erected to the old East India Company's 
officers who have died in China, prove. All 
Europeans dying iu Canton, must be interred 
here, according to the last treaty. Dane's 
Island is the burying-pfoce for sailors, or 
those who cannot afford to pay for the 
ground. 

The unfinished tombs of the five unfor- 
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tun Ate gentlemen murdered with great bar¬ 
barity three years ago, whilst walking quietly 
in the country, a few miles above Canton, is 
the most remarkable object here. Why 
these tombs are still left in an unfinished 
state, it is not easy to explain. The num¬ 
ber of deaths from drowning in the river 
almost equals all the others. The Parsoes 
and other Hindoos must also be buried 
hero. 

Below Whampoa, the river branches off 
into two distinct wide channels, the other 
branch being call ed Blenhei m Beach« Nearly 
&U the u country ships” from Bombay and 
Calcutta Mo here, and some English ships 
prefer it as being more quiet, few native 
craft passing through it, and it is considered 
more healthy, the river-sides being free from 
paddy-fields. These paddy-fields on each 
side of Whampoa Reach render ague very 
prevalent amongst the residents, at the sea¬ 
sons when the paddy is cut, the decom¬ 
position of the vegetable “ dJbrii 1 proving a 
fertile source of malaria. On board the ships, 
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few escape an attack, tut it is generally of a 
mild form, and quickly yields to quinine, 
taking care to avoid the effects of the night- 
air, which also causes dysentery and fevers. 

1 only saw one case of Asiatic cholera, 
but heard of n few others which had proved 
fatal. By avoiding too much exposure to 
the sun and night air, I consider Whampoa, 
with the exception of its peculiar endemic, 
ague, u tolerably healthy place for Europeans, 
and this is proved by the settlors there. The 
natives appear to be n strong, well-condi¬ 
tioned people, bnt a great number are deeply 
marked with the small-pox j to these, the sig¬ 
nificant sobriquet of fi chop* dollar" face is 
given. 

I he Whampoa boatmen , or sampan men, 
are a distinct race, living all their lives 
on the water, jn their sampans. They are 
generally married, and have families, every 
member of which is of mu in the boat. 
The wife steers with the long steer oar; if 
she has an infant, it is tied to her buck with 
cloths during the entire day. The husband, 
sons, and daughters, all sit in the bows, on 
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little stools, about four inches high, anti 
pull from two to four oars, according to the 
price paid. Little children, unable to 
pull, play about in the stem sheets, with a 
large pointed gourd tied to their backs, as 
a 1ife*buoy, iu case of their failing over* 
board. 

The boat, built of pine, is divided into 
three parts: the middle is set apart for the 
hirer, where ho can stretch himself out an 
pillows, or have a nice back scat to recline 
against, with lockers on each side, Behind 
is the “ j«ss ” house, for the gods and reli* 
gious rites. The stem is occupied by the 
family: the rowers nil are in the bows. 
Three separate bamboo-coverings, sliding 
one over the other, enable yaa to cover, 
entirely or partially, the boat, as may 
be required, to keep out the sun or rain. 
There are Venetian blinds on each aide, 
and, at night, a level planking can be kid 
down over all, to sleep on. 

These boats carry two or three masts, 
with a h it teen mat soil to each, and then a 
rudder is shipped, instead of the steer oar. 
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Every boat bag hulf-a-dozen long bamboo 
spears along the gunwale, ami a couple of 
old English muskets, always loaded, beanies 
a bos full of heavy stones, for defence 
against Ladnonea, who infest this river, and 
often attack boats in the open day. 

At night, many sampans will nor, venture 
from one reach to the other. The pirates 
cany off the wives or daughters of the 
boatman, or plunder him of all he possesses. 
Each ship is required to employ a satnpan, 
which remains constantly alongside, and is 
always ready at a moment's notice. The 
charge is ten dollars a month for a crew ol 
fout\ who find themselves: for each trip to 
Canton, they receive an extra dollar. 
These men are honest, very civil and 
obliging, have great intelligence, and one 
or two of the crew speak Chinese English, 
which is peculiar to this river, mid very 
amusing to new comers. 

Many Portuguese words are Anglicized, 
and, with this sort of jargon, all intercourse 
between Englishmen and the natives takes 
place. For instance, the Chinese, not being 
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able to pronounce the word “business,” call 
it "bigeon/" which has degenerated into 
“pigeon," so that this word is in constant use 
amongst them, A Chinaman will tell you, 
“it is not my pigeon —I no savez that 
“ pigeon 1*—“ I made no good pigeon,* 1 — 
“AYhat pigeon you want done ?’&c. Theword 
14 savea ” is Invariably used for *' know,’’— 
“ masqui ” for “ never mind,”—“ catch " 
for obtain, get, or procure: as, “ I no can 
catches any fruit, or coals.” * 4 Can catch ” 
means “ 1 can get you some, 1 ’— 11 can " and 
*' no can" without the pronoun, arc in 
constant use. “ Chin-chin," a Chinese word 
for how do you do, is often used, even by 
Europeans, who, in sending a message, say, 
“ givciny chin-chin to Mr, So-and-So,” &e. 

Every boatman is called u Sam," never 
by his own name. “ Chow-chow,” the 
Chinese for food, or meals, is in common 
use. As in this phrase:—*' Sam, tv hen you 
have catchee chow-chow, 1 want you chop- 
chop’* (quickly). This double form of word, 
in the Chinese language, occurs often, 
as “ man-man, stop!” &c. 14 Wylow,” 
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** begone, 1 ’ and ** quisi ” man, meaning 
robber, pirate, or bad man, are terms they 
do not like applied to them, Some few 
have acquired a tolerable facility of speak¬ 
ing English, but preserve the above-named 
style of idioms. The term “ lan-qui,” 
which means literally, “foreigndevil.'’ I have 
been assured by intelligent Chinese, is not 
always applied to Europeans with a bad 
intention, that word signifying stranger, or 
foreigner, also. 

But I can scarcely give credit to this 
information, since every Chinese mothc r, aa I 
have elsewhere been informed, in order to 
inspire terror into a naughty child, has only 
to threaten to give him, or her, as the awe 
may be, to the “ Fanqui/ 1 when the little 
“ Celestial,” in dread of so awful a fate us 
that of being delivered over to “the White 
Devil/'—instantly becomes quiet mid sub¬ 
missive, ond clings to her in fear and trem¬ 
bling* In the streets of Canton, I have been 
more than once saluted with the sot-f&nqui, 
or 11 kill the foreign devil f then there is no 
mistaking the sense it is used in. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Infinity of Bunts an the Pawl river— Nature of thair Cm 
g»e»—Thu Idol Joss—Eaang. or Tho Kjlthon 

on Board, anil other Appointments—Flfftlc*" Junks— 
IV aituiihrin-Iloat ducrib*4—Attack on tliu May 
Flomr Cutter—TV Owner badly wtranrh-d—No i?t*iw 
taken by tha British Government to Punish tlio Perpetra¬ 
tor*—Traffic in Oidum—Passage-boats to [long-Kong, 
ilanto. Canton—Diversified ttivur Scene—Outer im tile 
Conton River—-The Dock- boat—W littrnji oa Wftsliertro- 
mra—Their hitei^tmg Appearance— Thuir Gratitude 10 
ihcir Cuitomera —Trading with tbo Sailors—Prices of the 
various Art kies of Dies*—Samsbu, an intusi eating 
Ltiiuut—Battling in China—Instruction* p™ 1 ' by the 
Consul tu Masters of British Merchant Vessels arriving 
at Whampoa. 

Fboba ult no river in the world offers 
such an endless variety of boats, of till 
shapes and ekes, as the I’curl river, and 
watching them pass constantly up and 
down is the most interesting sight, of which 
the resident at Whampoa never tires. The 
enormous junk of one thousand tons and 
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upwards must anchor here, to be squeezed 
by Mandarins for import duties. I often 
went on board to visit them, as they just 
arrived from -Siam, Cochin-China, Java, and 
other islands. 

The decks are encumtared with tigers’- 
skins, tigers’-bones, deer-horns, parrots, ava- 
de; vats, bfichc-de-nwr, sharks'-tins, elephants’- 
teeth, nud oil sorts of produce suited to the 
Chinese. The smell of skins at id bones, from 
animals recently killed, is very strong. 

In the state-cabin, the Idol Joss is seated, 
with gilt ornaments and lamps burning all 
around. About the after part are a number 
of little cabins, mote like closets, in many of 
which a fat Chinaman is generally fast asleep, 
the place being just big enough to hold him. 
The crew number from thirty to forty 
strong-looking men, with no clothing but 
the course wi<lc nankeen trowers, tied round 
at the hips. They are all very civil, and, on 
learning that 1 was an “ Esang/’ or doctor, 
some with slight wounds, covered with *» 
dark ointment, often came to consult me; I 
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generally ordered them to continue the 
applications as before, which I have always 
found they will do, even if 1 supplied them 
with any proper remedies. They will 
consult you, but Lave no faith in any but 
their own 11 Esangs," who arc as ignorant of 
eurgeiy as it is possible to be. 

The kitchen forms a principal item in 
all Chinese vessels; many men appear 
constantly devoted to this department, and 
numbers of dishes arc always in prep, ration* 
They curry many guns from six to twelve 
pounders, always ready loaded. Large 
heavy spears of all sorts and shapes, arc 
carefully placed around the masts and along 
the bulwarks and stem, ready for immediate 
use against the swarms of pirates who infest 
these seas and rivers. After the captain, 
all the men seem equal; and, when the 
captain is ashore, there is no difference 
amongst the crew. 1 have heard that most 
of them have a share m the adventure. 

1 have seen the Chinese Junk in London, 
but it has nothing like the interesting 
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appearance of a genuine loaded one, just 
arriving in port with ita cargo and crew, 
nil “ au nature/ 

There are many much smaller, such us the 
suit junks, generally having two masts, and 
those employed on short coasting voyages. 
The pirate-junks, being in aU respects like 
these, go up and down the rivers continually, 
unmolested and undetected. They cany a 
number of guns, which, like the real trading 
junks, they say of course are to protect 
themselves against pirates, and who can tell 
the difference ? 

Ihe Mandarin-boat, or “ Smug-boat,’' as 
it is often colled by the natives, is perhaps 
the most elegant thing that Scats. Varying 
from one hundred to one hundred and fifty 
feet in length, and about fifteen in breadth, 
with a narrow blue or red border over the 
yellow wood it is built of; it is manned by 
from fifty to eighty rowers, thirty on each 
side being very common. These reach from 
the stern right up to the stem, and generally 
pull a very easy, leisurely stroke. They are 
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naked, witli the exception of the wide trou¬ 
ser?, and sometimes wear painted bamboo* 
pointed bats, which are generally piled up on 
deck* 

The Mandarin-boats have three masts, on 
each of which is an enormous mat sail, cut like 
^butterfly's wing,the whole being beautifully 
clean and neat. When the mandarin is on 
board, tins sail is decorated with numerous 
flags of a triangular shape. These bouts are 
heavily armed, carrying a great gun in the 
bows, and several on each aide, besides gin- 
gals, a sort of blunderbuss, fixed all along 
the gunwales; spears, swords, &c. arc placed 
in every’ direction, and the sides have often 
a row of large bamboo shields reaching fore 
and aft. 

Most of them carry from seventy to one 
hundred men. Two or more are constantly 
employed in striking the gongs on the stem, 
to salute other boats, or in honour of the 
doss, at different times of the day, when 
crackers are also let off. livciy morning and 
evening the noise from the gongs and all the 
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crackers discharged from the various craft 
on the river is quite flea fen i tig. 

The occupation of the mandarin-boat is 
rather contradictory, Intended fur the chase 
of smugglers, it is most frequently employed 
at nothing else for its noble owner: opium, 
tea, sugar, and silk, are tile articles they most 
frequently carry to evade the duties they are 
designed to collect. They are also intended 
to put down piracy, but are ofiener found 
to connive at that calling themselves. 

1 he attack on the May Flower cutter of 
seventy tons, well armed, in broad day, three 
miles below Whampoa, by one of these “ctm- 
tipedu ' hoots, as Europeans call them, when 
Mr. liellnmy, the owner, being shot through 
both legs, the crew jumped into the water to 
save them salves, and the cutter was plun¬ 
dered and then set fire ta, was one instance 
which occurred during my stay at Whampoa. 
Going down the river that night in the 
steamer, I saw the vessel burning to the 
water’s edge, and we were hailed by ii Timn* 
of-war’s boat, haying the captain of the steam 
vol m 
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frigate on board, who ordered our steamer 
to look after the ccntipede-bont, und moke 
her a prize, for which purpose the anna were 
got on deck. We, however, saw nothing of 
her, she being probably snugly anchored in 
some of the creeks, with which the river 
abounds. 

No notice was ever token by our Govern* 
incut authorities at Canton of this atrocious 
act of piracy, although the perpetrators were 
soon afterwards discovered, and a proper 
representation of the case made by Hr. 
Bowring, the Consul, to Sou, the Viceroy of 
Canton, might have led to the rest oration of 
the property, valued at £3,CtiQ. Dr. Bow- 
ring refused to interfere, on the ground that 
Mr* Bells)toy was engaged in an illegal traffic, 
meaning the opium, which caused the attack. 
The Chinamen having watched the vessel 
for a long time, tho owner received an 
anonymous letter from a friendly Chinese, 
warning hiiu to be on his guard, as the cutter 
would he attacked that night, which caused 
him to leave Canton and join her, to ensure 


A VOYAGE TO CHL*U, 75 

a better defence, lie hud not been half an 
hour on board when the attack took place. 
1 have reasons well to remember that night, 
having caught an illness from sleeping on o 
sofbon deck in the night air, without any 
covering, which laid me up for three months, 
and iroui which I only recovered after my 
arrival at the Cape gf Good H 0{ *. TJie 
illegal traffic, In which most of the great 
English houses in China, and all the man* 
darms arc equally engaged, is no justifiea- 
tion for piracy to be left unpunished, or 
fomoticed by our Government, 

Large passage-boats to Hong Kang, Macao, 
and other parts, crowded with natives, hay* 
ingonc immense lutteen mat sail,wood-boats, 

I ruit-ltoats, and boats carrying manure 
whose cargo is known as they pass, by the 

abominable effluvia they emit_Chops, or 

large cargo-boats, with tea and silks from 

Canton for the ships loading at Whampoa_ 

Sing-song boats, going on a pleasure escur- 
aion, often a nuptial one, the cabin fitted up 
like a saloon, filling the entire barge, with 
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the rowers sitting on boards extending be 
vend the bows, And the steer-oar used with 
n semi-rotary motion by ns many as eight 
men standing up at one oar—all these con¬ 
stantly passing up and down the river 
night and day, saluting each other with 
gongs, crackers, and often with camion, Iona 
a scene of which the eye never tires, and is 
approached by nothing in any other part ot 
the world. 

But for the method of sculling the river- 
craft it would be impossible for such multi¬ 
tudes of vessels, large and small, to move 
about among each other without mutual 
impediment and contusion. The extreme 
order which reigned on the Canton river, 
notwithstanding its crowded state, parti¬ 
cularly struck Captain Laplace, whose re¬ 
marks on the subject are here translated, 
as the impressions of an individual alto- 
gether new to the place: 

41 The greatest tranquillity and perfect har¬ 
mony reign amidst this aquatic population. 
All those boats T of forms mid dimensions so 
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varied, move peaceably about. There are 
no fights, and rarely any quarrels. Each 
boat, carrying either passengers or goods, 
4tnd sculled by & female surrounded by her 
little ones, meets everywhere with a good- 
hum mired accommodation, in consequence 
of which, notwithstanding the rapid current 
of the river, accidents are* extremely rare. 
What a lesson for the lower orders, so brutal, 
so coarse, among nations who pretend at the 
same time to be the most civilized in the 
world! 

11 In Chino, the knowledge and the arts 
which have given such an impulse to the in¬ 
dustry of France and England, are much as 
they were in Europe above a century ago; 
bnt I repeat that the Chinese are very much 
our superiors in true civilization—in that 
which Frees the majority of men from the 
brutality nnd ignorance which among many 
European nations place the lowest classes of 
society on a level with the most savage 
beasts.' 1 

In the creeks is found the duck-boat, hav- 
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ing on each ride a largo flat-covered cage* 
wort, three times the size of the bout, rest- 
fog on the water, in which the duck-breeder 
keeps hundreds of these birds, which lie lets 
oat iu the fields, or oti the water, in the day* 
time, collecting them oil at night into their 
floating residence. 

The washerwomen are the only females 
who are visible about Whampoa; these are 
a very amusing, honest, and industrious 
class of people, and neat in their appearance. 
The married women wear their hair verj 
tastefully done up in a sort of knot, with a 
long silver-gilt pin stuck in it, and a 
sort of silver-gilt clasp behind. d heir 
daughters wear their hair plaited, hanging 
down to the ground in one long tail, and 
cut close over the forehead; this distin¬ 
guishes the married from the single. These 
latter often say they “ have made bargain, T ' 
which means they are engaged, and soon 
will marry. 

The whole family manage the boat them¬ 
selves without men, and wash and mend the 
linen for two dollars ft hundred, or one dol- 
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lar a week for as much clothes as you like to 
weftr, which in summer is the best way of 
contracting 1 . To each person's articles they 
tie a diffcrent'celoiircd piece of thready not 
caring whether your linen is marked or not. 
They mood, stockings and ull other things by 
letting a square piece in, which on the knees 
of trousers and in the middle of light jackets, 
causes them seldom to be wanted again for 
use. Altogether, they are a very weli-be* 
hared, and, in many instances, a refined 
class uf people, always joking and good 
humoured. On leaving the place, they bring 
you a "cumslmw p ,P or present of ft pot of 
preserved ginger, a hamper of China oranges, 
or some such mark of civility* The washer¬ 
women have a license from the Consular 
Agent, and board ships some distance down 
the river, all competing for employment* 

In the morning, all sorts of tradespeople 
are allowed to come on board to sell to the 
sailors, who never can go on shore* Tailors, 
shoemakers, silk mercers, hat and cap mak¬ 
ers, trunk-makers, and vendor* of fans, 
chessmen, paintings, and all sorts of curios i- 
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ties, form a motley gronp. All thasu will 
taJce just half what they first ask. SUoaa, 
one shilling a pnir; velvet embroidered slip¬ 
pery two shillings; straw hats, or caps, one 
shilling; white trousers, made to measure, 
two anti sixpence u pair; China crape waist* 
coats, or black satin, six shillings j and n 
China crape frock coat, well made and lined 
with black satin, thirty shillings. Tly gi vmg 
them samples, they fit you uncommonly 
well- The shoes are inferior, and most resi¬ 
dents wear ready-made shoes from England. 

One sort of gentry are not permitted to 
approach the shipping i these are the sma¬ 
sh n men, who, in small boats, get under the 
bows of ships after dark, and supply them 
with gamabu, a highly-intoxicating liquor, 
distilled from rice, the cause of much insub¬ 
ordination amongst the crews. Samshu is 
drunk warm, out of small cups, by the na¬ 
tives; it lias rather an acid taste, not pleasant, 
and, when taken in excess,causes o temporary 
sort of delirium: our seamen have no notion, 
like the prudent Chinamen, of taking it as n 
relish, and therefore it is prohibited entirely- 
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Bathing from the ships is highly dange¬ 
rous. on account of tho strong tide and 
■* chow-chow " water, but from the shore there 
is no danger, ami it is very delightful, the 
temperature ranging from 80 to 90 m the 
water, all the time I was there. In one part, 
near lilenbeim Beach, the bottom is all sand: 
more generally it is thick mud. 

Suffers do not much admire Whampoa as 
a residence, on account of their not being 
allowed to go on shore at any time. And 
it does appear rather tantalizing, after a 
four months’ voyage, for them to arrive in 
the midst of a beautiful country, that they 
can only behold from tho ship, in which 
they must remain cooped up, as in the case 
of our men, for sis months, without a 
chance of setting foot on terrd ftrtftd. 

A distinguished author on China, de¬ 
scribes the fearful tumults generated m 
Hog Lane, a low street In Canton, much 
frequented by seamen in former times, as 
something quite remarkable. A few strug¬ 
gling sailors, fresh from their ship, in 

e 3 


82 


4 VOYAGE TO CtlLSA. 


passing a spirit shop, would be greeted by 
some Chinese, with “ How you do, Jitch?" 
-which would be immediately followed by a 
general exchange of similar brief and fami¬ 
liar appellations, as Tom, Bill, or Ned, be 
the person addressed Christian or Pagan. 

A pipe mid repeated glasses of grog (aU on 
the Bailor’s side) would immediately ibllow 

_.with what might be called their ulterior 

consequences; for, when, the Chinese at 
length made their singularly unreasonable 
demand for payment, ns perhaps n few 
dollars, for what might be worth a few 
pmc€* Jack would have ju9t suffici ent reason 
left to discern the extent of the enormity! 
without being at alt in a condition to meet 
the case by a logical argument* The place 
of reason would therefore be supported by 
the fat, or by any thing still harder that 
chanced to be grasped within it- ihe 
Chinese! not unprepared fur the emergency s 
and in full possession of their wita f would 
discomfit by dint of numbers* and drive the 
Bailors down the lane \ but these would pro* 
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sefitly Tettinij with strong rein force men ts; 
and ao the tumult would grow, with succes¬ 
sive charges mid re-cliargea, and wounds 
deep and broad, until several individuals on 
either aide, were minuted, or killed. Hog 
Lane seems to have been blocked up by 
Commissioner Liu, in 1839, and remains so 
at the present day. 

Considerate Captains generally manage 
to give all the men, in their turn, a day’s 
trip to Canton, although that is against the 
rules, os will be seen by the following 
** instructions given by the Consul to masters 
of British merchant vessels arriving at 
Whampoa. 

1st.—In preference to using a ship's boat, 
It is advisable to engage a sampan, to avoid 
exposing European seamen. 

“ 2nd.—Within twenty-four hours after 
arrival, the ship's register, Bocca Tigris 
Pass, and manifest of cargo, are to be de¬ 
posited with the Consul at Canton, after 
which, due permission will be obtained to 
break bulk. 
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«3rd.—'Within forty-eight hours after 
arrival* the agreement with the crew* the 
indentures of the apprentices on lioard, and 
their register-tickets, and the register-ticket 
of each seaman, are to be deposited with the 
Consular agent at Whampoa- 

« 4th._-When any disputes arise amongst 

the crew, reference should be made to the 
Consular agont. 

5 th None of the crew can he hired, 

discharged, or left behind, without the sanc¬ 
tion of the Consular agent endorsed on the 
agreement, In the case of colonial or 
country vessels, this sanction miiat he 
oi herwise ohtult ied ill vmti 1ig. AH desert ions 
must be reported to him, within twenty-four 
hours of their occurrence. 

“ _Neither stone nor other ballast is 

permitted to be thrown overboard, 

« 7th._Fifteen boats hold licenses for 

washing sailors* clothes- They are allowed 
to charge for each sailor on lioard, one dollar 
for the first month, and half a dollar for each 
eubsofjucnt mo-hit i of a ship's stay. 
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“ 8tb.—Sailors sire not allowed to go oti 
fthoro at any time. On Sunday, an oppor¬ 
tunity b afforded of attending divine service 
(afloat). 

“ 9 th.—Burnboats may foe permitted to 
cotnu alongside at the gangway, ut meal 
times, to et'll clothes, or other necessaries; 
but sarn-shu hunts ought carefully to be 
warded off. These come under the bows of 
vessels early and late in the day, and at meal 
times. The Consular agent request s endea¬ 
vours may be made to capture and bring 
them to him. 

“ 1 Oth.—A particular ivateh ought to foe 
kept on Chinese, in and about a ship, when 
discharging or loading small and loose pack' 
ages. 

** lltb. —Bathing b highly dangerous in 
the middle of the stream, unless at slack 
water, 

i( 12th.—It is compulsory to hoist a blue 
Peter, twenty-four hour* previous to depar¬ 
ture/' 
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CHAPTKR V. 

AfflUfEBU-nta nf Bont-aiillng—CJimuM Fonurils—A Visit 

IO -(^1gndm w -^ate or Cliii'-lrm -Juvcullfl brtrffigimw 

—l>rE“» ‘>i thn Natives—Qrawn^u jui-J JcTuliury— 
Coitu currenl in Chitut-Provisions plentiful—IV hR “ 
profusion —8flJF« PniraBUnUs — A CtunciP Gunlsn— 
lliirct of FAorjais— EtiglSshnun MolHStwi—'CLtaiJltO at 
Wfumpas—Tim Viaitor'* Ilai'l QlUltaa— 1 ('oursn nf tlur 
Kiver—Visit to n Pagodn—Clilawfl Fort*— PUni driven 
into the Rivur—V'iila^a—The Frmolmud Dntdi FtlUitu 
—T Jrt M.I»ig-pkaei m CHiton—Fmitet 

Boat- sailing U a favourite amusement, bu t 
there is seldom wind enough in summer, 
or else it is so high that a boat cannot 
venture out. It blew a typhoon during one 
entire day, when the ships struck top-gallant 
masts and yards, but all the fleet rode U out 
well. Two ships in Blenheim 11 each were 
struck with lightning, which shivered their 
masts to pieces. A. dead Chinaman floating 
down the river is not an uncommon sight. 
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Nobody touches the hsidy, on, account of 
some of their laws upon that point, obliging 
those who go near It to bury it. Then* 
am no coroners inquests in China. 

The lowest dosses of Chinamen, instead 
of burying the dead, place them under 
bushes, wrapped up In cloths. An island 
iu the Reach is called ( * Golgotha," from the 
number of skulls usually found on it. One 
day T landed there to look for birds, and, 
advancing iu amongst the jungle, stumbled 
over a corpse in a state of decomposition. 
The bamboo bat and some cash were depo¬ 
sited by its side. 

Infanticide is not so common in China as 
people suppose. If the parents are very 
poor, they will often sell newly* bom iu males 
for u few dollars. These, when bought, are 
brought up with tire other children of the 
buyer, no difference being mode except in 
ornaments and dress, although they are 
literally slaves, and can be sold again at any 
time. When grown up, they arc worth 
from fifty to two hundred dollars, according 
to their usefulness. 
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The Chinese are extremely fond of their 
children, particularly the hoys, who certainly 
are the most forward, intelligent, and during 
little " Celestials" imaginable. If you stop 
and look at a large cargo-boat, half-a-dozen, 
from two to three years old, will run out, 
stare at you, and call out lustily “ Funqui ! ,r 
«Fanqui I 1 ' “cumshawt" holding out both 
their hands for money. They are generally 
naked, and all wear the painted gourd be¬ 
hind their l>oeks up to seven or eight years 
of age, which precaution is rather nnti-iufftn- 
ticidah One mother lost her child over¬ 
board from a boat alongside the ship, and 
almost went frantic with grief; being with 
difficulty prevented from drowning herself- 
The dress of the natives is the same both 
for men and women; the loose nankeen* 
jacket' buttoning at the side, either blue or 
black. Sometimes it is made of grass-cloth, 
or silk, with trousers of the same materials 
and colour, very large, and tied round the 
waist with a piece of tape. Shoes are not 
worn by the people living on the water. 
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Tradespeople and servants wear shoes with 
thick white soles, and the upper part satin, 
or velvet, but no leather. Every common 
coolie Dames a fan to keep off the sun, 

A broad bamboo pointed hat is worn in 
summer by some, most persons going about 
without any covering to the bead. In 
winter they all wear a small black silk skull 
cap, occasionally richly embroidered. Man¬ 
darins and their attendants wear pointed 
hats, made of white paddy-straw, with a 
bunch of horsehair died red hanging from 
the top. All the women wear jewellery, 
principally of silver-gilt, or as they call it, 
“ silver wash-gold ." 

The ornaments consist in the head-pin 
und plate before mentioned, ear-rings of a 
greenish semi-transparent stone, called jade, 
common in China, silver bangles on the arms 
or wrists, and rings. They wear no bangles 
on the feet, and few Iwve them on the arms. 
The other ornaments are not too heavy, as 
in India, and in very good taste. 

The men wear no jewellery, their ambition 
being placed in a gold watch, Geneva or 
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English, which they carry in a purse in front 
tied to their trouser's girth, The money- 
purse is invuri ahly worn there by all classes, 
and is just covered from sight by the jacket. 
Spanish dollars, with the half and quarter 
dollar, are the current coins amongst Euro¬ 
peans in China. Rupees are not refused in 
payment, and the Chinese copper cash tied 
up in bundles of one hundred called a mace, 
value four-pence, are principally used by the 
natives, these bundles being too inconvenient 
a form for Europeans to be troubled with. 

The dollars arc all stamped by each China' 
man's hands they go through, so tlmt many 
are literally covered with Chinese letters, 
and go by the name of chop-dalLar. Syocc 
silver, imd silver and gold in bars, are con¬ 
fined to (he use of thu mercantile comtnu* 
mty, who will not take chop-doUnra without 
making a reduction, according to their 
weight. The dollar is generally worth 
about four shillings; the rupee one shilling 
and nine pence. English money is not 
known, except nt Hong Kong. 

Provisions of all sorts are plentiful at 
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Whampoa, and are very good. Fish, poul¬ 
try, game, vegetables, eggs, beef and bread, 
are supplied to the ships every morning by 
the “ Coinpradore," who has the entire 
management of the victual I lug-department. 
Milk is scarce, Chinamen never using it. if 
they can't get cow's milk, they send you 
pig's, goat's, or any wrtof milk they can get. 
Mutton Is scarce, and costs two .-KM [togs a 
pound. It comes from Shang-Hui in the 
north, and is very good. The fields abound 
iu snipe; wild duck and teal can be shot all 
along the river, which in whiter is the only 
sport to be had. The rice-bird, not bigger 
than a humming-bird is the ortolan of China; 
it is only In season a few weeks, and is a great 
delicacy. 

Amongst the fruit, the Lychee is the only 
one worth noticing as a novelty; it is white 
inside, with a red covering, very mucilagi¬ 
nous, about the size or a green gage, and 
can be eaten in any quantity. Oranges are 
so common her*! that we could not get 
through uno quarter of those given to us us 
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11 cumslinw" when we sailed, bolorc they 
wore spoilt or eaten by cockroaches. Plain- 
tains, eustnrd-apples, end limes, are very 
fine ; pinc-applcs and pears are nothing to 
boast of, but cheap. 

The only places one can walk in with any 
degree of safety are Bamboo Town, New 
Town some part of French Island near the 
cemetery', and all over Dane’s Island, save 
entering the village at the extreme end of it, 
which 1 once went through, but not without 
some risk. All these parts are inhabited by 
people who live by the shipping, and are in 
constant intercourse with Europeans, to 
whom they are most friendly. 

A Chinese garden, containing a fine spring 
of limpid water, is a favourite walk for 
ladies, in which an old Chinaman is always 
pled to sec visitors, and ask them in to sit 
down, and drink the water, or cat oranges 
and lychcesj. An old fbrt in ruins, on the 
top of the bill, is also much frequented, 
which, with a few temples or joes-houses, are 
the only things worth visiting. But, on the 
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opposite side of the river, or at any other 
part beyond these places even at a short dis¬ 
tance, the case is different. 

The agricultural jwpulntion know nothing 
of T!llJru| jeans, but as intruders, and cries of 
“Sot Fanqui!” from a crowd of rugged coolies 
will soon greet the ear of the imprudent 
stroller beyond the accustomed limits. If 
lie be only pelted with mud wnl stones, 
pursued with sticks, and be able to escape to 
his boat with his life, lie may consider himself 
fortunate and note it as a 11 wrinkle* 1 during 
the rest of his residence in China, Hatred 
to Fanqui s, and plunder, are the principal 
objects it! view; and it is wise to wear no 
watch, chain, nor any sort i if jewellery, and 
to carry no money when inclined to wander 
about outside of the towns of China, 

I believe in the north things arc very 
different, and that sportsmen go out tor days 
together any distance inland, quite unmoles¬ 
ted. The southern Chinese have always 
been of a more dangerous disposition mid 
more ferocious towards foreigners than those 
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in the north, where the cities are thrown 
open to Englishmen, who would he torn to 
pkces if they ventured under the gates oi 
Canton, 

A friend of mine, many years resident at 
Whampoa, and a lieutenant of a tnan-oi-war 
stationed there, did not believe that China* 
lot'll would molest two individuals walking 
quietly in the fields and treating them civilly 
and with good humour. Accordingly, they 
took their guns and sauntered inland, directly 
opposite the whole JJeet of shipping on the 
right hand side of the river. They were 
soon surrounded by a crowd which increased 
in time to several hundreds, their guns were 
wrenched out of their hand*, they were por* 
sued and ] Kilted with stones down to the 
water's edge, where they jumped into their 
boat, having owed their escaping with their 
lives to nothing else but their heels, the 
labourers being armed with implements oi 
agriculture and lutviug every intention of 
cutting them down. 

The occurrence has been of use to many 
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since, tv ho are ou arriving too much in dined 
to think us my friend did, that all these 
dangers lire exaggerated, and brought about 
by the over-bearing manner or want of tact 
hi the person vei1 1 uring amongst them. Too 
many instances similar to this prove that 
the Chinese are never to be trusted, and 
tu venture amongst them out of the usual 
limits, is to expose one self to be mobbed, 
plundered, and murdered. 

The heat in summer at Whampoa, when 
there is no wind, is excessive, and more 
enervating than in any part of the world, 
even where the t hermometer may range 
higher, The winter months are very 
pleasant, and woollen clothes are requisite. 
Tbe summer dress is a white gnms-clol h 
jacket, duck trousers, and a straw hnt, any 
thing else lieing 11 rfs if op,' 

Mosquitoes arc not very troublesome at 
night, bur thousands of cockroaches, crawl¬ 
ing all over one, replace them well os an East¬ 
ern nuisance. In Canton mosquito-curtains 
arc necessary. The visitor to China cannot 
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make his head-quarters tit a bettor place 
tban Whampoa, where he will see more of 
the natives, have more liberty in walking 
excursions, and meet plenty ol new comers, 
intending like litnisolf to make a short stay. 
The easy access to Canton in two hour*, and 
to llong Kong, or Macao, by steam in ten 
hours, enables one to exchange quickly this 
aquatic country life for the busy bum of 
men. 

The distance from Whampoa to Canton 
is thirteen miles, which a sampan usually 
performs, starting with the tide, in two 
hours ; against the tide double that time is 
required. At New Town, the river divides 
itself into two equal branches ; the one 
called Junk liiver, is generally preferred : 
they both unite again near the burner. 
The borders of the river arc planted with 
bananas, from which extend inland, paddy* 
fields on each side, intermixed with orange* 
groves, small farms, and Joss temples. 

Not far up, on the left-hand side, is a 
small pagoda of octagonal shape, built of 
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blue bricks and white ehunam, Peeping 
out through the trees in the distance, it looks 
very much like the spire of a small village 
elmrcL I once landed to go and see it : a 
road about a quarter of a mile long con due* 
ted me to a pretty Chinese bridge which led 
me to the entrance of the temple. It was 
three stories high, each chamber being filled 
with large josses, gilt images, inscriptions, 
tinsel, and other appurtenances of Chinese 
idolatry. A Judder led from one floor to 
the other, which could be removed, and 
sometimes strangers visiting these places 
have been surrounded by natives, who re¬ 
move the ladder, and will not replace it, 
until you rutisom yourself by first paying a 
number of dollars. Knowing this, I did 
not spend much time in the upper stories, 
but came down, without seeing anybody. 

Sailing up the river about two miles from 
this spot, you come to the first of the two 
great pagodas between Canton and Wham¬ 
poa, both exactly similar, about the height 
of the Monument, divided into nine equal 
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parts, with a balcony outside, surrounding 
each, anti on which fiowers^re planted. Hie 
inside is quite hollow, and the top is reached 
by a ladder placed outside and moved on 
from one balcony to the other, lliepngoda 
tapers a little towards the top, built of 
white and red bricks, and is adorned with 
elegantly carved work in white stone. It 
is supposed to be of great antiquity, and is 
u good, specimen of the pagoda kind of 
structure which is met with all over C tainu. 

About hall' way between Whampoa mid 
Canton, where the two brunches of the river 
again unite, stands the second pagoda, 
exactly similar to the one just described. 

On the opposite side is n large Chinese 
fort, square and low, with large embrasures 
for the git ns, all built of granite, and each 
closed with a door, preventing the guns 
from being seen, unless left open. This fort 
has thirty heavy guns on the ground tier, 
and above this loop-holes for bowmen, and 
matchlocks. Extending across the river 
from this fort, is the celebrated “barrier" 
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constructed during the late war to block up 
the strerun entirely. Large junta, laden 
with stones, were sunk at equal distances, and 
two rows of immense piles driven into t ha bed 
of the river between them, fire only visible 
nt low water, so as completely to obstruct 
the navigation. A passage for junks mid 
boats has since been made, by removing sonic 
of tbe piles, but it is still a serious impedi¬ 
ment to tbe truffle, and useless os a means 
of defence. 

On the same side, a mile higher up, is a 
simiJur fort, mounting twenty-three guns, and 
opposite to it one with fifteen guns. A little 
above this the river again divides itself into 
two branches; and, on the point of land where 
this takes place, stands a round fort with 
twenty guns, commanding both streams. 
Beyond is a large village on the right, 
built on bamboos in the water, with the 
ubueiI accompaniment of fleets of sampans in 
front. Several minor villages, with joaa- 
houses and small pagodas, meet the eye; 
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canals, and cuts to irrigate the paddy-fields 
are very frequent. 

On the right, a few miles from Canton, is 
another fort having fifteen guns, and behind 
it, at some distance inland, on a high hill, 
is a larger one with thirty guns, which 
commands the passage- F 1 lie total number 
of cannon guarding the river thus consists 
of 133, besides others on the parts of the 
stream not generally frequented’, in all 
amounting to near 200 pieces of ordnance. 
In passing all those fortifications not a single 
soldier is ever seen, nor any signs of a milita¬ 
ry nature, hut admittance is not allowed to 
Fanqtiis’, on any account- Fleets of junkB 
at anchor indicate the near approach to the 
capital of Southern Chino, and the llag- 
stuffs in front of the factories soon meet the 
eye. 

Passing by the French and Dutch Follies, 
two small round forts in ruins on the right 
bank of the river, the licet of war-junks, 
each carrying from twenty to forty guns of 
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irregular sizes, almost obstruct the channel, 
and next to these a frigate built by the 
Chinese, iu imitation of tlie English, but 
never used, is sunk, with the masts and 
yards appearing above water. From this 
pan to the factories, is one continual scene 
of junks, mandarin-boats, cargo-boots, 
sampans and ferry-boats, all striving to 
pass each other, sometimes getting jammed, 
but every one anxious to avoid doing 
damage of any sort, and displaying a careful 
and considerate manner towards each other, 
which you might in vain look for in the 
pool, or in any crowded ik pi otic thoroughfare 
at home. 

At length, you arrive at the landing- 
place, opposite a fleet of flower-boats, so 
called from the ornament'd work about 
them. There is a small dock in front of the 
gardens for European residents only to make 
use ofi the common landing-place being 
some inconvenient steps leading oti to a 
narrow bridge of planks, and guarded by an 
old Chinaman, who is a sort of spy upon 
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everybody and every thing going in and 
out. 

At these binding-places, pirates have their 
emissaries, who know every chest of trea¬ 
sure, &c., that is put into any boat, and give 
timely notice of it to their own gang, which 
renders it so dangerous to carry money up 
or down without a boat’s crew fully armed 
end prepared for attack, as it is impossible 
to avoid its being known to those desperadoes. 

An armed boat of the tl Charles Grant 
with treasure, was attacked in brood day not 
for from Canton, by a pirate, that, as a row, 
hud ft man standing up in the bow's holding 
a letter out, as if for the Captain, who, not 
suspecting the real character of the parties, 
was suddenly' attacked with spears, b words, 
and fire-arms, and the boat was plundered. 
Similar instances are of common occurrence 
on these wafers, and no private individual 
ventures up the river without fire-arms ready 
for immediate use, when, if chased by any 
suspicious-looking craft, prompt measures 
will generally insure safety. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Cfciiuie Aacmmtof «H# Cliy Ctotcua—It» Hhtflrj—Tin’ 
SliAli^ Ovnuty—TrtfantR Ci» Urn EiupPMri—Rmint of 
tfao f tty during ihD CTlow UynKty — Ita Vftriuu* Hwiff- 
nut Ids#— Ttrtn'Hioii Ed the Reign of TfSp-cIie-w^— 
VkHoiu Sultaequiilil OumfCtK—A Mw-fcet H > j lenod—Tli i* 

Famum Pass—CnieltiBtAcC'fiort—Ifpptrim! BHieU - Ea- 

Wait Hull—litertiiisg Commerce—'The City 
AiivM iiy the TnfWI anil tlAco—f'ew&J Muunc 
of the ItiUnlritBDt*—'The TraitnraBJ Prcf-ft—H aMtile- 
titm Of Property-The Niw City di«Bihi4-St»ln of 
llin Wall*—Tl« Suitpiiti Guiia—Iteacript'W « f ™ 
Suburbs. 

Tile dit j of Canton is on« of tli 6 oldest 
in this part of the empire, and, since 
its foundations were first laid, has undergone 
numerous changes. It is not easj, and 
perhaps not possible, to determine its 01 igiitul. 
site anti name, or to ascertain the time in 
which it was first built. Hut although it U 
not import ant, to decide cither of these 
questions, it may be interesting to the 
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reader to have a brief account of what the 
Chinese themselves narrate respecting one 
of their largest and moat populous and 
wealthy cities, 

Mora than 4,000 years ago* according to 
the Chinese chronicles, the celebrated Yaou 
commanded one of his ministers to repair to 
Nan-keaou, which was also called Ming-too, 
w tho splendid capital," and govern it, and 
the surrounding country* Nan-teaou then 
included the site of the present city of 
Canton, and belonged to the southern 
regions of Yang, which last formed one of 
the twelve states into which the whole world 
{China) was shortly after divided* These 
14 southern regions” seem to have been very 
extensive, and were subsequently known by 
different names, as iCeaou-die, Keftou-chow, 
Ling-noil, Xwang-chow, Nan-hae, Ifan-yue, 
PHt-ync, Yue, and Yue-tung. This last 
name is often used in classical writings, and 
official documents, at the present time, to 
designate the province of Canton. 

During the time of the iiliong dynasty t 
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which fell 1123, n. c., the inhabitants of 
these southern regions first began to pay 
tribute to the emperors of Chinn. Soon 
alter the next, the Chow dynasty, took the 
throne, the empire was extended; many 
improvements were introduced; the people 
began to engage in agriculture; and, when 
the ‘‘son of heaven received tribute from 
the four quarters of the earth," some of the 
tribes of Keaou*chow (wliicll then included 
Canton), “ brought crabs and frogs, others 
brought snakes and crickets.' 1 Ihcse 
southern tribes were often very troublesome 
to the rulers of Chinn. About C30 a. c. 
Ghitig-wang-yung, a virtuous and benevolent 
man, became master of the country oi Isoo, 
and sent tribute to the emperor; who di¬ 
rected him to subdue his disorderly neigh¬ 
bours on the south, that they might not dis¬ 
turb the tranquillity of the middle kingdom. 
Tsoo was then a powerful state, and the 
tribes of the south soon submitted. 

The historians of Canton arc able to trace 
the origin of their city to the time of Nan- 

F 3 


lOli i VOYAGE TO CIIlSA. 

wting, one of the lust emperor of the Chow 
dynasty, who reigned 2,000 years ago. Hie 
city, which was then culled X an- woo-ching, 

“ the martial city of the south,' was sur¬ 
rounded by nothing more than a kind of u 
stockade composed of bamboo and mud; and 
perhaps was not very much unlike some ot 
the modem 11 strongholds' 1 of the Malays. 
It was at first of narrow dimensions, but 
was afterwards enlarged, und seems to have 
Iksco more than once removed from one 
place to another; and, at different times, like 
the country itself, it has been called by 
different mimes, which it received either 
from its situation or from some passing 
occurrence. 

One of its earliest names, and one which 
is still used in hooks, was Ynng-chmg, “the 
city of rams." This designation was ob¬ 
tained from the following occurrence, viz: 
Five genii, clothed with garments ol five 
different colours, and riding on rams of 
five different colours, met at the capital; 
each of the rams bore In his mouth u stalk 
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of grain having six ears, anti presented them 
to the people of the district, to whom the 
genii thus spake:— 

u Yq(m t-xe hwwn bwa«L\ ytiiig Wi>a hwTLftg ka" 

(Huy Ikuini and detwOi never your mai ken 3; 

Having uttered these words, they imme¬ 
diately disappeared, and the rams were 
changed into stone* From this B&me occur¬ 
rence, the city is also culled “ the city of 
genii/ 1 at id il the city of grain/' and one of 
their temples is named u tbo temple of the 
fivc^cnii/' This temple stands near one of 
the gates of the city, which is called u the 
gate of the five genii/ 1 and in it lhe five 
stone rams are to be seen to this day. There 
are many other legends interwoven with the 
history of the city* 

During the reign of the famous Tam-che- 
wang, about two centuries and a half before 
the Christian era, the people of the South 
rose in open rebellion, mid the emperor 
sent thither 500,000 men to subdue them. 
These soldiers were divided into five armies, 
one of which was stationed at Pwan-yu- 
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For three full years, these soldiers neither 
relaxed their discipline, nor put off their 
armour. At length, however, provisions 
failed: the people became desperate, and 
made a furious onset against their invaders , 
the imperial troop were routed; their com¬ 
mander was slain, and the blood flowed seve¬ 
ral tens of lea, or Chinese miles. But those 
rebellious tribes shortly after submitted to 
the founder of the Han dynasty, two centu¬ 
ries before our era. In the time of Woo-te, 
Nan-yue included nine of the thirty-Bix 
kcuns, or principalities, into which China 
was then divided j and the city ot Canton 
was called Kan-hae-kenn, 11 the principality 
of Kflii.W j and Pwan-yii was a distinct 
been. 

In the reign of Keen-gari, a. i>. 210, we 
first met with Kwang-chow, which was then 
the name of an extensive territory, and Is 
now the name of the Foo district, which 
includes the city of Canton. During the 
two next centuries, the changes and divisions 
were very frequent, and too numerous to be 
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mentioned. In tbe time of Teen-keen, or 
Wyo-te, u the martial monarch,” whose reign 
dosed A. i>. 543, the people of Canton sent a 
piece of fine doth as tribute to the emperor; 
but that hardy warrior was so displeased 
with its luxurious softness, that he rejected 
it, and issued a mandate, forbid ding the 
manufacture of any more cloth of so fine a 
quality. 

During the reign of the same emperor, 
Ivwaiig-cbow was divided; and a part of it 
was called Ewei-chow, which is now Kwei¬ 
lin, the capital of the province of Kwang-se. 
In this division, the Chinese find the origin 
of the names of the two Kwang provinces, 
namely, Kwang tung-sang, or "the wide 
eastern province;” and Kwan-ac-sang, “the 
wide western province.” 

It. should be observed here, that this pro¬ 
vince was not actually called Kwang-tuog- 
sang until a subsequent period. We first 
met with the name Kwang-tung in the reign 
of Shaou-ting, of the Sung dynasty, about 
1150. During the reign of the next empe- 
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rot*, and 50 until the close tat the dynasty, it 
was culled Kwang-tutig-loo. Under the 
Yucti dynasty, it was called Xw»ng-tung- 
ttiou ; and received its present name, Kwaug- 
lung-suri? in the reign of Hung-woo, the 
first emperor of the Ming dynasty. It was 
at the same time also (about A. n. 1388) 
that Ewang-chow, the principal district ot 
the province, was first called a foo; pre¬ 
viously, it had been usually called Kwaug- 
diow-icw. 

For three or four centuries previously to 
this time, considerable intercourse was main¬ 
tained between the inhabitants of India and 
the people of Canton. Rut it was not until 
about a. ». 700, and in the time of the Tang 
dynasty, that a regular market for foreign 
commerce was opened at Canton, and nn 
imperial commissioner appointed to receive 
the “fixed duties" on behalf of the govern¬ 
ment. ** Extraordinary commodities ami 
curious manufactures began to be intro¬ 
duced',’' mid, in 705, the famous pass was 
cut by Chaug-kew-ling, through the Moiling 
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duvfri, in order to facilitate intercourse 
between Canton end the more northern 
junta of the empire. 

Hut (.kudus of trading vessels now Hocked 
to Canton ; but in 795 , either because the 
extortions were insupportable, or from some 
failure in affording proper inducement to 
the merchants, they ail deserted the place, 
and repaired to Cochin China, Near the 
close of the nest century, the Cochin 
Chinese came by land, and made war on 
Canton; provisions became scarce, and large 
vessels were built to bring grain from the 
province of Full-keen, 

After the fall of the Tang dynasty, A, n. 
90 (i, there arose, reigned, and fell, all within 
the period of about fifty-three years, five 
dynasties. To the first of these, the people 
of Canton sent tribute of gold, silver, ivory, 
and various other valuable commudities, to 
the amount tsT five millions of taels. In 
consequence ol this, the emperor created 
Lew*ycn, the principal person concerned in 
sending the tribute, king of Canton, under. 
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die title of Xan-hnc-wung, '‘king of the 
southern sea.” The court of Canton is 
represented, nt this time, as having been 
cruel and extravagant in the extreme; 
11 criminals were boiled and roasted, and 
flayed, and tlirowu on spikes, and were 
forced to light with tigers and elephant a," 

The horrid tale of these awful cruelties 
shocked the founder of the Sung dynasty, 
who, in the fourteenth year of his reign, a. d. 
964 , declared it to be his duty to rescue 
from evil the people of this region. A 
prodigy was now seen in the heavens, “ all 
the stars flowed to the north;" and, in the 
ensuing year, the people obtained peace and 
tranquillity. 

The firet emperor* of the Sung dynasty 
appear to have studied much the welfare of 
Canton, whose inhabitants then lived in a 
very barbarous state. "Witches and wizards 
were prohibited; sorcery was interdicted; 
and the temples, which had been built 
for the practice of superstitious rites, were 
thrown down by order of government. The 
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[icople were forbidden also to till men to 
sacrifice to demons ; ,f and to relieve the 
sufferers from the noxious diseases which 
were prevalent, dispensaries of mod Seines 
were established. Useless and extravagant 
articles of apparel were discountenanced; 
and pearls and ornaments of gold for head* 
dresses were disallowed. Government like¬ 
wise forbade expeditions against Cochin- 
China, reprobating the idea of distressing 
the people from a mere covetous desire of 
gaining useless territory* In 10G7j during 
the reign of the fifth emperor of this dynasty, 
the city of Canton was inclosed by n wall, 
at as j expense of 50,000 taels. 1 his wall 
was about two English miles in mfcumfettiiice, 
and wsis built for a defence against the 
people of Cochin-China, who had frequently 
invaded and plundered Canton* 

The founders of the Yuen dynasty, who 
became masters of the throne in 
rushed in upon the South of China like 
bloodhounds- Towns utid villages were 
laid in ruins, and such multitudes of the 
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people were slain, that “ the blood Unwed in 
sounding torrents- For i tiinfif the foreign 
commerce of Canton was interrupted ; but, 
w iien peace and tranquillity were restored, 
commerce began again to revive, In 1300, 
an i4 abundance of vessels came to C anton ; 
and, not long afterwards, the ports of the 
provinces oi Che-keaug and Fob*keen were 
also opened for the reception of foreign 
ships. 

Fernao Perea dc Atidradc seems to have 
been the pioneer in European commerce to 
China by the Cape of Good Hope, lie 
reached Canton in 1517, during the peace¬ 
ful and most prosperous times of the Ming 
dynasty. Spanish, Dutch, and English 
;nlventurers soon followed the Portuguese. 
And the ports of Canton, .11 now, and Teen* 
pih in this province those of King-pound 
Chfisan, in Che-keang ; and that of Amoy 
in Tub-keen, became large marls for Euro* 
p».nn commerce. We pass now to the time 
when the present Tartar family gained 
“essi i of the throne of Chiiui. 
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In the third year of Shuuebe, a. d. 1617, 
the inhabitants of the city and province of 
t ‘anton 11 had rest and tranquillity; ” and the 
divisionsuu*l government continued us they 
had been during the time of the preceding 
reign, But this quiet state of nfilii ra was not 
long to be enjoyed. Yungdeih, endeavouring 
to revive the authority of the Ming family, 
raised the standard of rebellion. Imperial 
armies, composed partly of Tar tar and partly 
of Chinese soldiers, were dispatched from 
Peking; nnd the provinces of huh-keen, 
Kwang-se and Kwang-tuug. soon submitted 

_excepting only the city of ('nnton, which 

resolved to try the fortune of war. 

The place was well prepared lor defence, 
and the people for obstinate resistance. The 
river on the south, and the ditches on the 
wist and west of the city, rendered it acces¬ 
sible to the enemy only on the north; for 
the Tartars “ had neither boats nor skill to 
manage them, but the city had both the one 
and the other,” and a free navigation of the 
river Bouthwitrd to the sen. The garrison 
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of the city, too, was strengthened by great 
numbers who fled hither for safety. For 
more than eleven months, the Tartars con* 
tin lied to make frequent assaults, and were 
as often repulsed and driven back with 
great slaughter. The final capture of the 
cityis described by Martin Martini, a jesuit, 
who was at that time in the south of Thins, 
in the following words :— 

" This courage (of the people of Canton) 
made the Tartars bill upon a resolution of 
beating down the walls of the city with their 
great cannon, which had such an effect, that 
they took it on the 84th of November! 1650 j 
and, because it was remarked that they gave 
to a prefect of the city f lic same office he 
had before, it was suspected that it was 
delivered by treason The nest day, they 
began to plunder the city ; and the sack age 
continued till the fifth of December, in 
which they neither spared man, woman, nor 
child; but all, whoever came in their way, 
were cruelly put to the sword; nor was 
there heard any other speech, hilt kill, kill 
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these barbarous rebels! Yet they spared 
some artificers to conserve the necessary 
arts, as also some strong and lusty men 
such as they saw able to carry awn}' the 
pillage of the eity. Hut finally, Ikfeeruber 
6 th, came out an edict, which forbade all 
further vexation, after they laid killed n 
hundred thousand mm, besides those that 
perished several ways during the siege, 
Native writers, while they differ very little 
from the above accounts, add other particu¬ 
lars, some of which are subjoined. The 
imperial troops were commanded by Shang- 
ko-hc and Jiang-ke-woo, two Tartar officers 
of high rank, who had orders first to subdue, 
and then to remain and govern the southern 
provinces. Of the rebels, Too-yung-ho was 
the commander-in-chief, who, as soon as he 
saw that the Tartars were victorious, deserted 
his men, and fled by soa to Hainan. The 
second in command was Fun-chin g-gan, the 
traitorous prefect, who, by plotting with the 
enemy, enabled them to enter the city. 
According to a manuscript account, the 
whole number of slain, during the siege and 
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the plundering of the city, was TOO,but); 
l > every house was left tksolnte. 

Tiie Tartars, after they had finished this 
work of death, took up their quarters in the 
old city, where they still live, and civil 
officers were appointed to reside in the new 
city. It is said, that in the old city only 
one house, built before the sacking of the 
city, is standing at the present time. The 
destruction of property, as well as life, was 
very great. All prospect of escaping with 
their treasures being cut oil, many of the 
people dug holes in the ground, and there 
deposited their money in earthen jars; these 
are sometimes found by persons when sinking 
wells, or breaking up the old foundations of 
houses and temples- from these ruins the 
city has gradually risen, and, up to the 
present period, has increased in population, 
wealth, and influence. * 

That part of the city which is surrounded 
by a wall is built nearly in the form, of a 
square, mid is divided by a wall running 
from cast to wcBt, into two jMirts. Ihc 
northern, which is much the larger part, is 
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calk'd the old city; the southern part Is 
culled the new city. The new city wen 
btult at a much later period than the old. 
The entire circuit of the wall which now 
includes ?joth divisions of the city, is va¬ 
riously estimated by the Chinese. At n quick 
step, the whole distance tuny be walked in 
little less than twu hours,and I think it cannot 
exceed seven English miles. On the south 
side, the wall runs nearly due east and west, 
parallel to the river, and distant from it 
perhaps fifteen or twenty rods. On the 
north, where the city “rests on the brow of 
the hill," the wall takes a serpentine course, 
and its base at its highest point on the hill 
is perhaps 200 or 300 feet above the surface 
of the river. 

The wjdls arc composed partly of stone, 
and partly of bricks: the former is chiefly 
coarse sandstone, and forma the foundation 
and the lower part of the wall* and the 
arches of the gates; the latter are small and 
of a soft texture. In several places, parti¬ 
cularly along the east side of the city, the 
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elements have made such inroad a on the 
walla as to afford satisfactory evidence, that 
before the prowess of a modern foe they 
would present but a feeble resistance, 
They rise almost perpendicularly, and vary 
io height from twetity*five to thirty-ii^ l, 
or forty feet. In thickness they are from 
twenty to twenty-five feet. They are 
the highest and most substantial on the 
north side, evidently so built because in 
that direction hostile bands would be the 
most likely to make an attack. A line of 
battlements, with embrasures at intervals ot 
a few feet, are raised on the top of the wall 
round the whole city; these the Chinese call 
ching-jin, literally city-men ; and, in the rear 
of them, there is a broad pathway, ibere 
are two “ wings, T ’ or short walls, one at the 
south-east, and the other at the south-west 
comer of the city, which stretch out from 
the main walls; these were designed to block 
up the narrow sjjocc between the walls ami 
the ditches of the city. Through each of 
these there is a gate in every rcajiect similar 
to those of the city. 
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The gates of the city are sixteen in num¬ 
ber; tour of these lead through the wall 
which separates the old from the new city; 
so that there are only twelve outer gates. 
Commencing on the north and passing round 
to the west, south and cast, die folio wing 
arc the names of these twelve gates, viz.:— 

1. Ching-pih mum —this is the principal 
gate on the north; before it, is a small semi¬ 
circular space, surrounded by a wall similar 
to those of the city \ it forma the entrance 
for government officers and the baners of 
public dispatches, when arriving from Peking 
by land ; officers not unfrcquently come to 
Canton in boat3, in which ease, they usually 
make their entrance at one of the southern 
gates. 

2 . Ghing-se nmnu—this is the only gate on 
the west which leads into the old city ; fora 
Chinese city, this gate is very broad and 
high—perhaps fifteen feet wide ami twelve 
high! 

3. Tfupping man: —this is the only entrance 
into the new city on the west; it is similar 
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to tlic other western gate, but not so 
large. 

4 . ChtihJan mun .*—this is a small gate, 
and the first one you find after passing round 
the south-west corner of tlie city; it is the 
nearest gate to the foreign fcttofics* 

5 . T«w-lan 7 /juji this' is n?ar the Chuh* 
lan gate, and, like it, seems designed th^ »lj 
for the conveyance of heavy merchandise 
into the city. 

«. Tting kae man .—this perhaps was in¬ 
tended to be the water gate, as both its 
situation anil name seem to indicate. 

7 . Tr«>*ec mw* -—is “ t he gate of t he fi ve 
genii” and has nothing remarkable except 
its nEitne* 

8 . Yuwj-tsmff mun .—there is nothing 
around this “gate of eternal polity* that 
can indicate such a name, but very- much to 
suggest an opposite one: it is, moreover, the 
gate which lends to the field of blood—the 
royal execution-ground. 

9 . Sfriou-nan tooji this “ small southern 
gate" is the sixth and last oil the south uf 
the city. 
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10. Yunnan mun ;—tliis' 1 gate of etcrnal 
rest 1 ’ lends into the new city on the east, and 
corresponds in every reflect with the Tug- 
ping gate on the west. 

i 1. Chhijf'tunif mun ■—this is the onlygstte 
on the east which leads into the old city, 
and it corresponds with the Ching-se mun 
,'otl the west, to which it stands directly 
opposite. 

1 2. Seaw-pikmun .-—this 11 little northern 
giite 1 ’ forms a convenient entrance tor bring* 
Lng in wuler and provisions, and also building 
materials, to supply the northern part of the 
city. Having now gone round the city, we 
[•mss to the inner gates, 

13. Ktm-dh mun —reckoning from the 
west, this is the first gate in the wall which 
separates the old from the new city, 

14. Tuonan mun 1 — 11 the great southern 

gate,” is the second. 

15. Wiin-tnm;} mun h the third; arid 

I G. Tiwj-kae mun is the fourth, and lust 
gate. 

Of these sixteen gates, the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, - 
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4 til, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 15th, as wc have 
numbered them above, belong to the Jfan* 
hne, ami the other eight belong to the Pvran- 
yu district. A few soldiers arc stationed ut 
each of the gates, to watch them by da)*, 
and to dose and guard them by night. 
They are shut at an early hour in the 
evenitig, and opened at dawn of day. Except 
oti special occasions, no one is allowed to 
pass in or out during the night watches: but 
a Bmidl fee will usually open the way, 
yet always exposes the keepers to punish - 
ment,” 

As regards the suburbs, the streets aud 
buildings differ very little, if at all, from 
those within the walls. On the west, they 
spread out nearly in the form of an isosceles 
right-angled triangle, opening to the north - 
west, having the river on the south, and the 
western wall of the city, for its two equal 
sides. On the south, they occupy the whole 
space between the wall and the river, On 
the east, they are much less extensive than 
on the west. There are no buildings ou the 
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north, except a few small lints near the 
principal gate. Taken collectively, the 
suburbs are scarcely less extensive or lew 
populous than the city within the walls, 

Hie streets of Can ton are numerous. A 
catalogue enumerates the names of more 
than f)00. among which we find the 11 dragon 
streetthe “flying dragon street;*’ the 
“martial dragon streetthe “flower street; M 
“the golden street;’’ the “golden flower 
street;" and, among many more of a similar 
kind, are a few which would not bear trans¬ 
lation. There are several long streets, but 
most of them are short, and crooked; they 
vary in width front two to sixteen feet, but 
generally they are about six or eight feet 
wide, and are everywhere flagged with large 
stones, chiefly granite. The motley crowd 
that often throngs these streets is very great 
indeed. At a busy hour of the day, the 
stout, half-naked, vociferating porters, carry¬ 
ing every description of merchandise, and 
the nimble sedan-bearers, in noise and bustle 
make up for the deficiency of carts and * 


12fi 


A VOVA at TO CHINA. 


carriages. These, together with the name- 
rous travellers, various kind of retailors, 
peddlers, beggars, &c. f present before the 
spectator a scene which it would he difficult 
to describe, 

Wc Wru from the Overland China Mail 
of August 23rd, that the province of Kwang- 
si is at present the theatre of a serious insur¬ 
rection, but whether on the part ot the 
unsubdued tribes, or ot the banditti who 
infest its borders is not very clearly ascer- 
tabled. There is no doubt, however, that a 
large body of men are in actual rebellion 
against the Imperial authorities, over whom 
thev have obtained some important advan¬ 
tages. Recently they have taken the chief 
city of the IIo district, a place of great 
commercial importance, bordering the pro¬ 
vince of Tvwungtung on the north-west, the 
city being situated on a navigable branch of 
the Canton river. It is even stated on good 
authority that the rebels, 2,000 strong, have 
penetrated Into Kwang tun g, and are within 
' 100 miles of Canton city. 
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Thu leader, who is named Li-ting-pang, 
liits assumed the title borne by the highest 
Tartar Generals, and displays banners 
inscribed “ Commissioned by Heaven to 
exterminate the Tsing (the present Manchu 1 
and restore the Ming (the former Chinese) 
dynasty.” He is said to have under his 
command 50,000 men in all, which is pr« 
bnbly an exaggeration. He and his fellow 
chief, Tsau t are said to assume great state, 
and move about in chairs with four bearers. 
After a successful attack on Koiig-mun in 
the district of Sz-bwui, the pawnshops were 
rifled, and 20,000 taels of silver extorted 
from a rich inhabitant; after which about 
a hundred cooksho[is were set up to provide 
food tor the bund. 

It is further reported, besides some persons 
of importance having fallen in fight, that 
the Governor of the province, and the chU-i 
magistrate of Woo-chao, have committed 
suicide in despair; but these reports also 
require coniirination. 

The province contains ninny independcni* 
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tribes, who have never owned subjection to 
the present dynasty. Some of them were 
ill arms against the government in the be¬ 
ginning of last year. The measures adopted 
by Sen for its suppression have brought him 
into disgrace, and caused him I he loss of 
four steps. 
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CttAPTEB VIL 

Sixiuti 0^1!J_IUI]± uL' Elitt Fa^ccvrl.^ —Thft IIwidvH dfcicribetl- 

Amatment* h:l-I DivtM ion* -Thfl Cftflftna RegiUlo — 
CIiLlii-su H:lI1 — AiiluL int of PopnkSSon—Tbo Flower BuuLm 
—■F rindpul of this City— 1 The EbcfptetiurrP — 

Ldcouv^nieu^ of Narrow FtrC^ER—A Oiintl£ Mob- 
Number of Beggar*—The (rate* of Camou—N ew *nd old 
Cliimii ^Eroeli—Edible Blrdi'-Neilt, an ArtEcI* tif great 
luxury— Mode of obtaining them attained with perils- 
TluiLr value In tba Mnrkltfc—QulMrc attriliuli'd to Ihb 
Cufioaa Dlib—Tho Sfcn-Stag orBlahe-4ft-MBr—Tba Afli« 
ell i l] dcicribed—i-acd sit a n mrficta of Fi«tl—Supply of 
Sluxki'-is*. 

Ills Factories are a fine row of new stone 
buildings, with struts leading to two row* 
in the rear. These arc divided into Hongs, 
iinrl in front of them, reaching down to the 
water’s edge is n flower-garden with hand¬ 
some trees, laid out as u public wait for all 
the Europeans, or other residents inside the 
Factories. A wall and gate separate them ■ 
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from the Chinese streets. The gate is closed 
at night, and no egress allowed until day¬ 
light, Most of the English merchants who 
live in the Factories have also houses at 
Ilon ir Ivons, between which and Canton 
they divide their time. 

The houses arc well built: the rooms are 
lofty, with balconies and verandahs outside 
lor the inmates to walk under, and obtain a 
little fresh air. The table is supplied with 
great prolusion: iced beer, and soda-water 
are always at hand; the Chinese market sup¬ 
plying game, meat, fruit and vegetables, at 
very moderate prices, all the year round. 
Punkahs are required in summer. Nume¬ 
rous servants and coolies belong to each 
establishment, all under the compradore, who 
is responsible for each man. 

in the hall of each house is u stand of 
arms for Europeans, and, on the other side, 
one for Chinamen, consisting of Chinese 
swords, spears, and shields made of cone, 
three feet in diameter; these are the amts 
. of the native coolies attached to the Facto- 
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ries: the others for tlie clerks, merchants, 
&c>, who are ad embodied in a sort of militia, 
which Juts more than once repelled a Tiot, 
and attempt to invade their quarters. 

The English, American, and Danish are 
the only Bags Hying in front of the buildings, 
A new church has been built at one end of 
the gardens. Beyond this, is the boat-house 
of the Canton regatta-clubs, and private 
amateurs. Walking out, riding and driving 
not being allowed there, every resident takes 
to the water as the only means left of 
acquiring health, exercise, and relaxation 
from business. 

Beautiful six and eight-oared cutters are 
built hero on the most approved English 
models; wherries, skiffs, funnies, wager-boats, 
art; all kept in first-rate order, aud quite 
equal in numbers and style to any tiling 1 ever 
saw at Suarle's, or Robert s*, on the 1 hautes. 
Those who prefer sailing keep handsome 
yachts from twenty to sixty tons, which the 
Chinamen handle exceedingly well, and form 
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with their clean white sails a pretty contrast 
to the yellow mat sails of nil the native craft. 

The Canton regatta for rowing anil sail* 
in "-matches, is supported with great spirit, 
nn4 are equal to any at home. It is followed 
by a ball which is all on one side, there 
being about ten ladies to otic hundred 
gentlemen. This arises from the small 
number of ladies resident in Canton, After 
the English, the Americans are the most 
numerous class here: a few Portuguese, 
Dutch, Parsecs, Mnseclmcn, Hindoos, and 
Americans make up the rest of the foreign 
residents. 

Kwangvchow-foo is the Chinese name for 
the city of Canton, which is situated on the 
north side of the 11 Ohoo Koang," or Pearl 
river, in latitude 23 degrees north, longitude 
i 1 -i cast of Greenwich. It was known, as we 
Jjqvu already narrated, as a place of great 
importance, Jong before the Christian em, 
and contains at the present day 1,000,000 of 
inhabitants, besides 84,000 boats in front of 


A VOYAGE- TO CMS A, 


133 


the city, extending along sere ml miles, each 
of which contains on an average three 
[lemons, forming a floating population of 
232,000 who live entirely on the water. 

The flower-boats are let out to hire on 
nuptial occasions, leasts, dancing or river 
excursions. They li&vc a saloon fitted up 
with grant elegance, and lighted ut night 
with sptcndij lamps, music, dancing, and 
supper being provided by the owner for 
a stipulated sum, according to the wishes 
of the hirer, llich natives, mandarins, and 
newly-married people are the only classes 
who support the flower-boats. 

The principal streets of Canton frequent¬ 
ed by foreigners, are China-streets, new 
and old, Physic-street, Carpenter-square, 
and a few of lea note leading to them. In 
these streets all the tradesmen speak CMncse- 
Euglish, and are uncommonly civil, honest, 
imd obliging. A cup of tea and cukes are 
always ready j they will trust you with goods 
to u considerable amount, by merely know¬ 
ing what ship you live in, und when you^ 
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pay them, will make you a preseat of any* 
thing you may fancy within reason, In the 
shop. Some will not abate a cent, asking a 
fair price for their goods, ns Cfcujjgwo at 
Xo. 2, New' China-street, the most worthy 
Chinaman I ever met: with others caution 
must be used, ns they are likely to take half 
the price first asked. 

The houses have all two stories, a narrow 
frontage, and, being built of wood, fires are 
of frequent occurrence, The streets are 
paved with large blocks of granite laid trans¬ 
versely, and seldom exceed five or six feet 
in width. Horses and carriages are unknown, 
every thing being carried by coolies, who 
rush past you with their loads, calling out 
to you to avoid them, which requires all 
a pedestrians attention to do clfectunUv. 
These men have so much fl way on,” that 
they cannot stop, and it is but fair that 
people should give way to them. 

Occasionally, a sedan*chair, carried by 
tiiVo coolies, having u mandarin, or rich 
.native inside, passes by; a choir of this 
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sort is also used by Europeans, when it 
mins, or ■when they wish to Escort a lady 
on it Chinese shopping expedition, which to 
the tnob Is a great curiosity; the natives 
assemble in great numbers round the shop, 
stare and chatter, but offer no rudeness. 
I doubt whether a Chinese lady walking 
about in London, would meet with no little 
molestation. 

1 have frequently ventured n couple of 
miles from the usual resort of strangers, 
where a white man's appearance caused a 
great sensation. Once, whilst in a shop 
buying a cap, 1 found a mob surrounding 
the house, and in a few minutes the shop 
was full of people, ali staring at me, anil in 
close proximity, until I told nay servant to 
drive them out, which he soon did. In 
some of these distant shops, where Euro* 
peons never go, they appear not to care 
about your custom, and seem almost afraid 
of your being seen in tire shop by the crowd 
outside. 

Beggars are very common, and go about B 
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with a gong, making a noise, uutU tlie 
person whose house they enter gives them 
some money, when they are bound to depart, 
but not until then. 

One street is tilled with nothing hut. 
looking-glass, dressing-case, and cum puss 
shops. In one of these, they asked me half- 
a-dollar for a compass, but ended in giving 
me four for the same sum. 

I have uften passed by the gates of Canton, 
and once nearly went through, but was 
politely told by a soldier, and an old China¬ 
man, “ No, no !' h with a significant shake of 
the head. 

’these gates are old, and have nothing re¬ 
markable but their interdiction to Fanqnis: 
I have looked through them into the long 
streets leading from them, and saw no differ¬ 
ence between those in the interior, and the 
streets outside, which many intelligent 
natives have assured me are the lie^t and 
widest. The name and culling of each 
shopkeeper are hung perpendicularly before 
/his door, in large gilt characters, the Chinese 
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language being written from top Eo bottom, 
instead of horizontally. In New and Old 
Ohm a-streets, the name* are all written in 
English. 

Among the various articles exjiosed for 
sale to the natives, in the innumerable streets 
of Cm i ton, two deserve especial notice: these 
are the birds’-nests, and the sea-slugs. The 
edible l aids'-nests, which owe tlieir celebrity 
only to the whimsical luxury of die Chinese, 
are brought principally from Java and Suma* 
tra, though they are found on most of the 
rocky islets of the Indian Archipelago. 

The nest is the habitation of a small swal¬ 
low, named (from the circumstance oi having 
an edible house) hirundo esculents. They are 
composed of a mucilaginous substance, but 
as yet have never been analyzed with suffi¬ 
cient accuracy to show the constituents. 
Externally, they resemble ill-concocted, 
fibrous isinglass, and are of a white colour, 
Inclining to rod. Their thickness is little 
mure than that of a silver spoon, and the 
weight from a tjuarter to half an ounce. 
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When dry, they are brittle, ami wrinkled ; 
the size is nearly that of a goose's egg. 
Those that are dry, white, and clean, are 
the most valuable, They are yacked in 
bundles, with split rattans run through them 
to preserve the shape. Those procured after 
the young are fledged are not saleable in 
China. 

The quality of the nests, varies according 
to the situation and extent of the caves, and 
the time at which they are taken. If pro* 
cured before the young are Hedged, the 
nests are of the best kind; if they contain 
eggs only, they are still valuable; but, if the 
young are in the nests, or have left thorn, 
the whole are then nearly worthless, being 
dark-coloured, streaked with blood, and 
intermixed with leathers and dirt. 

These nests are procurable twice every 
year; the best are found in deep, damp caves, 
which, if not injured, will continue to pro¬ 
duce indefinitely. It was once thought 
that the caves near the sea-coast were the 
-most productive; but gome of the most 
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profitable yet found, ere situated fifty mile* 
m the interior. This fact seems to be 
against the opinion, that the nests are 
composed of the spawn of fukp* hwhe-de- 
mer * 

The method of procuring these nests is 
not unattended with danger. Some of the 
coves are so precipitous, that no one, hut 
those accustomed to the employment from 
their youth, can obtain the ncste, being only 
approachable by a perpendicular descent of 
many hundred feet, by ladder* of bamboo 
and rattan, over a sea rolling violently 
against the rocks- When the mouth of the 
cave is attained, the perilous task of taking 
the nests must often be performed by torch* 
light, by penetrating into recesses of t e 
rak, Where the slights slip would be 
instantly fatal to the adventurers, who see 
nothing below them but the turbulent surt, 
making its way into the chasms of the rock 
_such is the price paid to gnitily luxury. 

After the nests are obtained, they arc 
separated from feathers and dirt, arc care* 
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fully dried and packed, and are then fit for 
(lie market. Thu Chinese, who are the only 
people that purchase them for their own use, 
bring them in junks to this marker, where 
they command extravagant prices; the best, 
or trhite kind, often being worth four thou* 
sand dollars per pecul,* which is nearly 
twice their weight in silver. The middling 
kind is worth from twelve to eighteen hun* 
tired, and the worst, or those procured 
alter fledging, one hundred ami fifty to two 
hundred dollars per pecul. The majority of 
the best kind are sent to Pekin, for the use 
of the Court. 

It appears, therefore, that this curious dish 

- is only an article of expensive luxury 
amongst, the Chinese; the Japanese do not 
use It at all, and how the former people 
acquired the habit of indulging in it, is only 
Jess singular than their persevering in it. 

They consider the edible bird’s-nest as a 
great stimulant, tonic, and aphrodisiac, but 
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its best quality, per Imps is ita bring perfectly 
harmless* Hub labour bestowed to render 
it fit for the table is enormous; every feather* 
stick, or imparity of any kiibd, is carefully 
removed i and then, after undergoing many 
washings and preparations, it h made into 
a soft, delicious jelly. The We oi birds 1 - 
nests is a monopoly with all the governments 
in whose dominions they are found. About 
two hundred and fifty thousand peeuls, at 
a value of one million four hundred thousand 
dollars, are annually brought to Canton* 
These come from the islands of Java, Suma¬ 
tra, Macassar, and those of the Sooloo group. 
Java alone sends about thirty thousand 
pounds, mostly of the first quality, estimated 
at seventy thousand dollars. 

I am indebted for much information on 
this curious article of coi amorce, to the 
captain of a Java ship, a very wed Informed 
mall! trading regularly to Chirm, who had 
large quantities on board, and whose wife, 
a native of that country, to satisfy my 
curiosity, prepared a dinner for me of Chincse 
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dishes, including the bird’e-nest end the sea- 
slug, hoth of which i partook of, mid found 
them very ptilutenble. 

The sen-slug, or Mche-de-mer, as it-S name 
imports, is a native of the sea, anti resembles 
that often seen in damp places on land. Jt 
forms the most important article of com¬ 
merce l>e tween the inlands of the Indian 
Archifielago and China. It is found on all 
the island*, from New Holland to Sumatra, 
and id so on most of those in the Pacific. It is 
produced in the greatest abundance on small 
coral islands, especially those to the south and 
east of the Sooloo group. 

Among the islanders it is known by the 
name of trepanff; the Chinese at Canton 
call it hog-ehum. It is an ill-looking animal, 
and has but few powers of locomotion, in 
common with other gasteropoda:. It is some¬ 
times more than a foot long; but its common 
length is from four to ten inches, and its 
diameter from one to two. Its tcntacuke 
are short; and, when the animal is captured, 
- are folded up under its body. It is taken 
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with the hand by the natives, who often dive 
lor it \ and, after it hits l*een cleansed, dried 
and smoked, it is fit for the market, 

For a long time, the Chinese were the 
sole air tiers of the article: but recently 
furetgners have engaged in the trade, and 
found it profitable. In the market it 
appears hard and rigid, and is of a dirty 
brow'ii colour. The Chinese use it by itself, 
or as an ingredient in other dishes, and in 
large quantities. The varieties into which 
they divide it are about thirty, varying in 
price from eighty down to two dollars 
per pecuf. Great quantities are annually 
brought from Man ilia, Macassar, and other 
islands. 

Sharks*-fins are also a great article of con¬ 
sumption. They are sought for from the 
Indian Ocean to the Sandwich Island fur 
the Chinese market. The chief supply is 
from Bombay and the Persian Gulf, few 
ships coming from the former of these places 
without having sharks’-fins as part of the 
cargo. These fins are fat, cartilaginous, anti ^ 
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when cooked esteemed by the Chinese as a 
stimulant and o tonic. They should be 
well dried and kept from any moisture. 
About 500 pieces are contained in a pec ul; 
the price is from t wenty* to forty-five dollars 
per pecul. 
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CHAPTER VilL 

Ccithl A«aonuactilaticm At Acyn-'i Hotel—Diftcttff Pajkcr'i 
Ilrupbul, m\ii thr Putknftn ihirau— IHrainutive Feui fit' 
tin* Ladlw—Rarharoui FjmhiDQ—Chmtid© Wirtnh-A 
dcttYKtd C littiiwu —-Aiemmi of the Fcmi of Lutonis 
—A Writ! mnnd tha City of Cad tori, tfflilcrtflkffll by flit 
AiLtbor—A DiiiagrcLtiilils t^i utrLtr—Ck'^big Linin'upn 
—Wittflr-CAfrLer*—Vieir of tins Idtcfim' uf the City— 
Crowded Suhoib*—A School— 1 Coilata 
furf Murkct P#0jrtfl—Fatlgniog i:iertson— Fcfodty of * 
Cwiton Molt—Munler df tha CoTornur uf Eincto — Are 
llio Chim-hP Crtlflp or nut—Infiuiilcidfc—Saloof Children 

_Apftthy an to the Ptwrnniiiun *jf Lifo—Cbmram 

remoed from a Watery Arm?*— motif- of 
Torlnre—Solfiih Fiwltiifii— rrugfeai of CiriliutiaiL 

Lately a very convenient hotel and 
^jible-d’-hute have been kept, close to the 
factories, by Aoow. whose reasonable prices 
an J good accommodatin'! render it the usual 
resort of visitors, who, having no friends to 
reside with, must otherwise be obliged to 
return to Whampoa far the night. The great 
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hospitality 1 met with amongst my <.'umon 
friends prevented me from availingroysdf of 
Mr. Acow’s advantages, lioth the hotel and 
billiard-table are well supported. 

Dr. Parker’s hospital, open grainitoualy 
to all indigent natives, is well attended by 
them. Most of these are out-door patients, 
but a few beds are made up ior serious opera¬ 
tions. He has a native assistant, who is very 
clever, and at tends to eases of minor import¬ 
ance. Great numiters of patients apply for 
cataract, entropium, ptosis, and oilier diseases 
of the eye, common here. Tumours, reach¬ 
ing to an enormous size, occurring on all 
parts of the body, have been often removed 
by Dr. Parker with great success. 

I frequently attended on his operating 
days and once hud llie good 1 licit lo see a 
Chinese lady’s small foot, which caused he* 
so much pain that she could not walk. 

Dr, Parker is frequently consulted by 
Chinese females for the inconvenience arising 
from this absurd custom. Tlie very small 
size to which the feet of some of the Chinese 
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families have been distorted by crumping them 
with bandages during the lirat six years oi' 
their lives is almost beyond belief, it is quite 
common to see a lull-grown woman wearing 
shoes, and walking in them too, not more 
than three inches long. Their walk resem¬ 
bles that of a timid boy upon ice; some of 
them require the aid of a stuff In one hand, 
while they lean with the other on the 
shoulder of a female attendant. 

The smaller the eyes and fact of a Chinese 
beauty the more she is admired. A respect¬ 
able Chinaman being asked what he thought 
of this custom of crumping their daughters' 
feet, replied: i( very bad custom." Be added 
that his own daughters* fact bad been sub¬ 
jected to the cruel ordeal by their mother 
against iiis will, and that, in a Chinaman's 
house, where there were young girls* no 
peace could be had, night or day, for their 
cries, which lasted till they were six years 
old, Lie gave the fallowing reason for the 
mother's insisting on her daughter's submit¬ 
ting to this long course of pain and suffering, , 
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«* Suppose he no email foot, no man wantjee 

make he number one wife. 1 

A. respectable Chinaman, it appears, 
always chooses a small-footed woman for his 
principiU with t while for number two, three, 
and four he contents himself with ladies 
whose feet are as nature made them, and 
who are consequently more able to in kike 
themselves useful in household matters. 

»Qf most of the women we saw," ob¬ 
serves Sir George Staunton, *' even in the 
middle and inferior classes, the feet were 
unnaturally small, or rather truncated. 
They appeared as if the fore part of the 
loot hail been accidentally cut off, leaving 
the remainder of the usual size, and ban¬ 
daged like the stump of an amputated limb. 
They undergo, indeed, much torment, and 
cripple themselves in a great measure, in 
imitation of ladles of higher rank, among 
whom it is the custom to stop by pressure 
the growth of the ankle as well as foot from 
the earliest infancy; and leaving the great 
toe in its natural position, forcibly to bend 
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the others, and retain them under the loot, 
till at length they adhere to, us if buried in 
the sole, and can no more he separated.” 

The Feast of Lanterns took place during 
my stay in Canton j it lasts lour days, and 
is the threat national holiday— u sort of car' 
nival Theatres are erected at die end of 
each street, ami the most ludicrous per¬ 
formances take place in public, accompanied 
with the beating of gongs and other dis¬ 
cordant sounds. Around these exhibitions 
the mob stand gaging from morning till 
night, when every house is illuminated, and 
the streets are bung with innumerable lan¬ 
terns. Many of these are extremely beau¬ 
tiful, which have a very novel effect, l went 
out each night, and mingled with the thickest 
of the Chinese rnob without any molestation 
whatever. 

Crackers lire let off nil day hi the streets, 
and no business Is thought ot by imy native 
Little children are adorned with flowers, and 
held up by their fathers to see the sights. I 
have always noticed as a good truit In the ^ 
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character of the Chinese,—their great atten¬ 
tion to young children. 

A great feat to accomplish is to walk 
completely round the city oi Canton, lollow- 
ing the walls, which are very thick, the 
lower half being stone, the upper brick, with 
watch-houses on the top ut equal distances, 
and cannon, few of which are visible. The 
distance being about eight tulles, the excur¬ 
sion must be commenced by starting at 
lour in the morning, so that the pedestrian 
may get hack by half-post six, thus going 
through the lowest and most crowded part 
before anybody is awake and stirring. The 
offensive smell in these narrow parts is be* 
vond conception; the houses are bo small that 
many men were asleep with their heads out 
in the street, the room not being long enough 
to admit that part of the individual. 

This unpleasant quarter being got through, 
you come suddenly to the rural side of the 
city; Few habitations arc seen, but green 
fields, gardens, and thick bamboo trees, with 
hills in the distance form a very pretty 
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landscape. At this purl, the walls arc much 
higher and stronger than where they arc 
surrounded with houses. Some springs of 
beautifully clear water are about half way 
round, and several natives, filling buckets, 
were very civil in allowing us to drink out 
of one. 

From these springs a footpath lends to 
the top of a hill, upon which is a large fort. 
The gates were dosed, and nobody appeared 
on the «premises:” from this eminence a 
good view of the interior of the city may be 
obtained. The morning was rather foggy 
at that early hour, and 1 could only see 
partially the pagodas, temples, and other 
public buildings in this celebrated city, 
which by us con never be viewed from any 
other spot than this. 

Leaving the fort, we follow the foot-path 
through an extensive Chinese burial-ground, 

. some of the tombstones having semi-circular 
seats, and looking like small temples. Alter 
this, we begin to fall in with crowded 
suburbs; many bouses occupied by weavers. 
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effecting by hand what wo do by machinery. 
The noise of a school nest attracted our atten¬ 
tion, in which little children were learning to 
write with a reed upon boards sprinkled with 
red sand. A few horses turned out to 
grass, oiid otic man on horseback, the first 
I bad seen in Chinn, were objects of 
novelty. 

We came now to a crowded street, with 
good shops, and everybody moving, all 
staring at us, boys running at our heels, 
vociferating “Fan-qui" to such a degree 
that I was compelled to drive them away 
with my stick. A funeral procession, appa¬ 
rently of some mandarin, o r weal thy person, 
passed by, of which some account is given 
in the description of Singapore. 

Coolies and market-people, all wit h differ¬ 
ent loads, began now to swarm, some carry¬ 
ing baskets full of cats, kittens, puppies, and 
ruts, all of which are food partaken of by the 
natives. 1 have more than once seen them 
weigh a kitten in the market, fed it as wo 
would a turkey, and walk off with it. Every 
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thing- in China is sold by weight, fruit, fish, 
fowls, vegetables, anil even liquids. 

()u approaching the Factories, which our 
entrance into Physic Street soon indicated, 
wo found the difference by the Chin-cIiins, 
and friendly nods of the tradesmen, which 
after such an excursion amongst people of 
doubtful temper and well-known hostility to 
strangers, wore very acceptable. 

We arrived at our quarters at half-past 
six, two hours and a half being employed in 
the trip. We were dreadfully fatigued, 
having to keep up with the fast walking of 
our lender, a long-legged man, whu had often 
been round before, and knew that mot lag 
on quick is the best means of avoiding any 
collision with evd-difl posed native's and group? 
of idlers who are constantly met with. One 
niftu grasped rne by the urm as 1 passed l y 
hito, but I took no notice of it, 11 the better 
part of valour being discretion." 

A walk round the city is only safe at that 
early hour, without arms of any kind, which 
could be of no avail against the thousands, 
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pouring out upon you in a moment, and by 
strict attention not to give the slightest 
offence to anybody! even if insulted. No¬ 
thing can equal the ferocity of a Canton 
mob, or the danger of si collision with them 
on such unfrequented ground, 

A few weeks after, when the treacherous 
murder of the Governor of Miicuo took 
place, and created a great deal of exaspera¬ 
tion against the Chinese at Macao, where 
the Portuguese killed seventy at the taking 
of one fort r under protection of English 
guns, such a trip would have been highly 
imprudent and dangerous,the populace being 
well au fait of the politics of the day, and 
requiring very little stimulus to attack and 
murder you when strolling out on such 
harmless excursions, 

A question lias arisen whether the Chinese 
are a cruel people, or not? Opinions in 
England on this point arc divided. The 
middle and lower classes that come under 
our immediate observation appear good tern- 
-pered and cheerful, showing no particular 
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sign s, in their general bearing, that could 
justify us in regarding them #3 harddicartcd. 

Some startling discrepancies, however, 
occasionally disturb our judgment. Infanti¬ 
cide is practised among them—parents being 
allowed to destroy their female offspring 
when ushered into life, should they consider 
themselves unable to provide tor them, and 
to sell their daughters, when more advanced 
in age, slaves, or for any other purposes. 
The first of these nets would be punished in 
England by death; the last is one that we 
in ust nil look upon with abhorrence. Custom 
and the sanction of the law reconcile both to 
Chinese minds. They are regarded in Chinn 
with indifference, as ordinary occurrences, 
perhaps by many who would fed a horror at 
committing any violence upon tbc person, y r 
life, of their fellow man. 

A very singular apathy fit* regard* the 
preservation of human li fe bn s been observed 
in eases, where, by a little exertion, it might 
bare been saved. If «ny one should fad 
into the water, and none but strangers are* 
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nc?ar t it is ten to one but the unfortunate 
individual is suffered to perish. Foreigners 
on not a few occasion*! have? saved persons 
from drowning, when their own countrymen 
have looked on without making a single 
effort. 

M hethnr there exists any superstition 
among the Chinese that prevents them from 
saving the life of a drowning man or not, 
'vt i are uninformed, but it looks ns if there 
did. However loth they are to aid each 
other m such cases, they would, if similarly 
circiimstniieed, be very glad to receive nssist- 
iiTice^ fur those that have been rescued by 
Europeans from a watery grave have always 
evinced their thankfulness to their preservers, 
mid not miirequcntly cxpre>*£d their gratf 
tilde in the strongest terms. 

Not many years ago, some gentlemen of 
the Company's establishment, who were at 
tlur second bar despatching one of die ships, 
iii ore fortunate enough to save the lives of 
several Chinese, whose boat had upset not 
dur from them. The people were taken care 
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nf, and sent on their way—no one expecting 
to hear any more about them. But a few 
days nfter, the gentlemen, to thcir£reat sur¬ 
prise, were waited upon ut their factory in 
Canton, by the persons they had rescued, 
accompanied by a “deputation" from the 
village to which they belonged. XL esc per¬ 
sons had come to express their gratitude and 
obligation to the kind foreigners. 

The Chinese used to be considered un¬ 
mindful of favours or assistance received at 
nur hands, but this mi a striking instance 
to the contrary, and a most credi table excep¬ 
tion. The people arc generally observed to 
be most accommodating to each other in the 
streets and on the rivjjr, where we are in the 
tlaily habit of seeing them, although quarrels 
sometimes, of course, occur in lioth place*. 

Reduced to order and good behaviour by 
the strong arm of the law always cat ended 
over them, it is difficult to form a correct 
estimate of the real character and disposi- 
tion of the Chinese. But we may arrive at 
something like certainty upon a little more * 
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reflection. It is well known that they 
uttadi (Treat importance to outward forma, 
and that no [wople, not even onr neighbours, 
the French, are more ceremonious. Where 
there h so much on the surface, we nlwayw 
suspect that there is not much to he looked 
tor below it; arid that insincerity, pride, or 
cruelty, may lurk under a cringing address, 
or a countenance always lighted up with 
smiles. 

The severity of the law under which they 
live, and of the method of imposing its penal¬ 
ties, may impart a tinge of cruelty to them, 
in minds accustomed to reflect upon such 
matters until they become familiar. Many 
persons most have seen the coloured draw¬ 
ings of their modes of inflicting torture upon 
suffering Immunity,—so refined in cruelty, 
ho revolting to the thought, and disgusting 
to the eye, that the averted head is turned 
from them with a feeling of horror! 

The realities of such representations must 
bo enough to on humanize any people. It is 
feared that the morality they boast of is a 
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mere pretence; burnetii tug to talk about, auJ 
to make a show of* That and the law, how- 
ever, are the only cheeks that prevent them 
from preying on each other. 

Not looking beyond the earth upon which 
they live, they have nothing ebc to retrain 
them. Their moral sayings are mere saws, 
based on jio foundation to give them ibrey 
and proper application; and, like tinkling 
sounds, are addressed to the ear instead of to 
die heart of the hearer. With n govern* 
ment more liberal, and more tinctured with 
humumty, we might place greater confidence 
in the people whose dbpo&itions would take 
their tone from it. 

The policy of Chinese legislators, how¬ 
ever, is to set Lise people agaimt il% and 
therefore we cannot ruly upon either the one 
or the other- Personal profit and aggran¬ 
dizement are all they look forward to ; and, 
so long as wei are instrumental iu pampering 
those selfish feelings, so long will they' pro¬ 
fess to be our friends. But empty and hol¬ 
low are their promises, and fragile the ties * 
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that bind them to us, Thom is no security 
for us in future but the strong arm of power, 
sue!i as we can wield for our protection, 
and, in case of need, for their repeated pun¬ 
ishment whenever they break faith with us, 
We have boon taught at home to consider 
them as a mild, inoffensive people, u more 
sinned against than sinning;” but J hey have 
themselves uudeeciv-.-d us, mu I we see through 
our error. 

The great advances the t .'hinesc have made 
iu useful arts, connected with agriculture, 
public works, dres^. and their domestic com¬ 
forts, have esertnl u great influence in rais¬ 
ing them above the untutored savage, and 
have brought them considerably within the 
verge of civilization. Their remote acquire¬ 
ments of the art of writing, and subsequently 
of stereotype-printing, have been prod native 
of an immense accumulation of books, form¬ 
ing altogether a storehouse of knowledge on 
subjects in which the}'feel an interest, handed 
down to them from age to age, and applied 
to their past and present perceptions. But 


A VOYAGE TO CHINA. 


161 


still they art far behind what the Greeks 
and Gomans were in taste and refinement. 

In painting and sculpture, the Chinese 
are mere novices, and their productions, 
although a good deal raised above those of 
the first efforts of mankind to produce re¬ 
semblances by the aid of colours, and the 
knife or shell, are infinitely below our stand¬ 
ard of mediocrity. They have no taste in 
that wav, and their minds appear to lx? 
too obtuse to be susceptible of fine Impres¬ 
sion a. They have not even approached that 
stole of perfection to enable us to say of 
them, “ Itig&mcu(Kdirmcjitleliter arfes, awl* 
lit mons t nee simt me f eros." 

Their refinement, measured by that of 
tlio^e classic times, is as brass compared with 
pure molten gold- In those particular arts 
which exhibit the improvement of the intel¬ 
lect, and the enjoyment of the heart in sim¬ 
ple pleasures, they are still barbarians. Pic¬ 
tures enough, and sculptures enough, are 
everywhere to he found among them, but 
none of them are copies of nature, There is ^ 
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one department of those arts, however, m 
which they excel, which is the grotesque. 
Flowers, birds, and fish are pretty well exe¬ 
cuted, and at carving in ivory and other 
materials they have not their equals. But 
the human thee and figure are quite carien- 
tured; and nothing shows more completely 
the deficiency in science than their wretched 
attempts at landscape, in which every object 
is most absurdly arranged and miserably out 
of proportion. The fine arts, as practised 
by them, have helped on their civilization a 
little, and only a little. With the exception 
of a few airs, that attract our attention as 
possessing some melody, their music is exe¬ 
crable. Whatever it may be to Mem, it is 
only a complication of noisy and unpleasant 
sounds to m. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Auatkar Momhg'* EmctLPf.Eqn -The P-iimat ton-Ground— 
Hffluti of the Ciimmili cspo^l in Public Vu?w Crowe 
for StrflnglHUfi-- 1 ^!* Reverend T, linll—Number «f Eit- 
catiimi—Wani&ii StnAgUd- L 3 ifficull7 for & {kran^prr r 11 
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Utn'qu'i HouM widGur>TL'».§— InHokilH of tbflCMllw 
—Captain Kxifedjiioi* in jpMl af th« Pirate ■€ W*r, 

S&my ^ lfl -4UI— 1 DwriJitBtkHi nf Iuh I ]i^t—Mock Phili.ll- 
thrtrjrfit*—Character of Sir «K Drookfl—taladil of Amoy 

_Fro vine* of Slum^-lisi—Monotony of Chinese 

pGagapp. 

Another mornings excursion was to the 
execution-ground, two miles irom the facto* 
fie*, and not far from the river: therein 
some difficulty in finding it out, servants 
not liking to escort you to such places, and 
actually refusing to do so- At lust we 
came upon the spot, which is the wide piirt 
of a populous street, with a wall Qfi one 
side, and a row of potteries on the other* 
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A narrow shed, about fifteen feet long 
and four wide, covered with bamboos and 
open in front* with a plunk about a foot 
high from the ground, contains, exposed to 
public view* the heads of the criminal*, in 
all stages of decomposition, up to the most 
recent date* I should think that there could 
not have been less than forty* as they formed 
two layers, filling the entire space of ground 
enclosed in the abed. The offensive smell 
prevented me from making more minute 
observations, but I noticed all the tails 
were cut off, which is done before behead¬ 
ing. 

Half-a-dozen Jorge, wooden crosses, Ihr 
strangling, which is the punishment for 
certain offences* were standing against the 
wall* beyond the shed. Hearing from my 
servant that an American missionary lived 
near this spot, I called on him to know a 
little more about it t as so many rumour* of 
executions of from twenty to thirty people 
taking place daily* did not appear tome to be 
welldbunded* 
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The Ilcverend I. Drill ha^ lived for many 
years here, keeps a missionary school! and 
hm tnkun much interest in the capital 
punishments Having a converted native 
living with hiin a lie Iuls Keen able to gather 
the most correct information on the subject, 
and I am indebted to him for the following 
remarks. 

The population of the province of Kwang¬ 
ling contains twenty-nine mil lions of in- 
habitants) and all the criminals sentenced 
to death must he executed at Canton, 
the capital* The number averages from 
three to five hundred a year* The largest 
number, eight hundred, took place List 
year, probably owing to the increase of 
piracy, and to the greater severity of the 
present Viceroy* Seu. This year, up to the 
present time, 1st October, 1840, the number 
was two hundred and eighty- The greatest 
number executed in one day, was forty nine 
-—the smaHest, one. The moat usual number 
is from ten to twenty-five. The longest 
interval between the days of execution, □ 
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month: two or three times a week k not 
unusual* 

Nearly all the men arc beheaded with a 
large sword: their hands being tied, they 
kneel down, with their faces towards Pekin, 
the Emperor's residence* and the head 
ia b track off at one blow. Women are 
strangled; of these! not more than one or two 
a year safler. One woman, for parricide, was 
cot tip into forty-tight pieces; die number 
of piece* varies from twelve to twenty-four, 
thirty-six, &c. One man was flogged to 
death with bamboos; many are beaten before 
execution. Must of these criminals are 
condemned by the load authorities, but 
a portion by order of the Emperor, doubtful 
eases being referred to him for decision. 

1 he executions often take place in the 
afternoon, but the time is uncertain. A 
mandarin of high judicial rank is always 
present, sitting behind a screen. Soldiers 
guard the approaches, and the crowd of 
rabble is very great. The beads are thrown 
under the shod, where they remain as a 
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warning to the people, until they become 
bleached in the aim ; the bodice can be car¬ 
ried oil' for interment by the friends.* 
I’eople are found to inhabit the bouses oppo¬ 
site this very receptacle of two or three score 
of heads, the distance not being ten yanls 
apart, and these sanguinary scenes enacted 
constantly under their eyes. 

A foreigner would have great difficult}' 
in getting allowed to be present at an exe¬ 
cution. it could only be done, by paying 
a Ciiimnmn living on the spot lor a scat at 
his window, and dressing in u common 
Chinese dress, so as not to ta observed Ivy 
the rabble, which would be attended with 
great danger. I fully purposed to attempt 
this, with Mr. Cali's assistance, hut illness 
prevented urn from carrying my intention 
into efleet. 

To the almost princely hospitality ot Mr. 
Miickean, of the house of Turner and Co,, 


■ fimnif ttipiliiutt'fK) to ilenth nut pftwm»JiilMlma, 
w!m can I m fouwi on piymimt of a *uiu of rowuv. 
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ond to the excessive kindness of my friend, 
Mr. Wtdkinshtiw, of the same house, I am 
indebted for most of the advantugea Ienjoyed 
of sight-seeing, in this to us, almost “tabood" 
city. Mr. Walking I unv procured for me 
permission to visit Howcpm's gardens utul 
residence. J le is the son of the great Hong 
merchant, mid one of the few grandees 
who allow the presence of foreigners in his 
private domain. M c ascended the river in ti 

11 mm ..ny boat,” pulled by eight lusty 

natives, and, about two miles from the city, 
entered u canal, crowded like the river with 
all sorts of beats. We soon came to the 
Fa-tee gardens, kept by a Chinaman in 
beautiful style, cud intended to supply the 
factories with all sorts of flowers, plants, 
seeds, and for private use, or exportation. 

Here, amongst other novelties, I saw 
growing, for the first time, the tea-plant, 
which is principally found in the northern 
districts; many summer-houses, basins full 
of fUh, and small trees, cut and fashioned 
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bo ns to represent some animal, or bird. 
Deer, dogs T cows, tigers, men, and birds, 
are thus very faithfully reproduced, in n 
living, vegetable form* Another curiosity 
is a forest of miniature trees, all growing 
In a stand, a few feet broad* These trees 
are not more than sis or eight Inches high, 
and are frequently put on the table, as dinner 
ornaments. Large quantities of strong 
porcelain garden seats and vases, were also 
kept for Side. 

Leaving these garden a, we proceeded up 
the Canal, having well-built houses along 
its banks, with numerous small-footed girls 
and women standing at the doors, and 
looking at m with amazement* 

On arriving ut Btjwqtms gardens, we 
landed, amidst a crowd who, in China, 
always collect ut a moment's notice, entered 
the gates, and gave our permit to the house- 
keeper, t>r hea4 gardener* Ile took us all 
over the grounds, which tire very extensive, 
and are beautifully laid out, ns is re- 
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presented in Chinese paintings familiar to 
everybody: artificial lakes and rivets, with 
light bridges across them, leading to caverns, 
kiosks, pagodas, grottoes, anil Imitation pro- 
d pices, with a path leading to the summit: 
fruit-trees, flowery and porcelain ornaments 
of all description too numerous to eromine 
separately, altogether forming one of the 
moat curious and interesting sights it is 
jtossible to Imagine* 

Wo were next introduced into the apart¬ 
ments, all fitted tip and ornamented in the 
most costly pure Chinese style, with stair¬ 
cases leading out to the roof, which formed 
a promenade on the top of the house, with 
a tine view of the adjacent country* 

On leaving these gardens, we observed n 
little inland a sort of booth, covered inside 
with gilded josses and ornaments of all de¬ 
scriptions. This was in honour of some 
Idols, but the rejoicings would not take 
place liefere night. I landed, to ascertain 
if the temper of the people would render it 
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safe for a lady to step on shore to look at 
it, and finding them civil, we all returned 
to the place, meeting with nothing but ahiU' 
chins from all the people. 

A stenm-frugate being always at anchor 
just above the Factories, is some sort of 
protection to the residents, and well enough 
they want it. The apathy of our (.ruvern- 
ment in not enforcing the clause in the 
treaty, that provided for the gates of 
Canton Ireiug open to Englishmen at a cer¬ 
tain tune, which having arrived, was not 
acceded to by the Chinese authorities, who 
thus stilt set our treaties at defiance, is 
construed by the populace into inability and 
fear on our part to enforce it. 

Their contemptuous insolent manner to¬ 
wards foreigners of kite, arising ij’iiiri their, 
having carried their point unnoticed, and 
unpunished, is evident to everybody, and, if 
we continue much longer to give way to 
them by such weak policy, we must not be 
surprised to hear some day of the factories 
king razed to the ground, and all the 

i2 
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residents destroyed. I look upon them as 
living on a volcano, likely at any moment to 
buret out when least expected; for Canton, 
with its million of hostile inhabitants, sepa¬ 
rated from them by a wall, can lie compared 
to tnothing else. Hut, were they taught to 
fertr us, tliut fear would be u sufficient sate- 
gurird for our countrymen to live amongst 
them, as the *' ri'rts mm Bomanus" was a 
prof eel ion in ancient times to a Roman 
citizen idl over the world. 

The propriety of haying bargained for the 
entry of Englishmen into the city, may lie 
<>f very doubtful utility; but, when once it 
1ms Income an article in a treaty with a 
nation su famed for treachery and duplicity, 
it should be enforced either by pereuasiou, 
or by the sword. If their objections on 
that [mint are so great us not to be overcome, 
let them off from complying with it by 
payment of a heavy sum instead, or by the 
cession of Pane's Island, which could be 
fortified, and made a useful u pied ii terre* 
r for the factory merchants, or other Euru- 
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j»eftri residents in Whampoa. A steamer 
going up nnd down would convey the 
merchants to thetr counting-houses in Can* 
ton, and back to their bungalows on Dane’s 
Island. The occupation of Dane's Island 
should have been made a u 51'nr <ptA non” in 
the treaty, and nothing said about entrance 
into the gates, which after all can only 
satisfy our curiosity, as all the mercantile 
a Hairs can be equally well transacted outside. 

Whilst the Canton < Invermnuiit is behav¬ 
ing in (his way, what u contrast h going 
on in our conduct towards them! Captain 
liny, in the ** Columbine,” With the “ ridc- 
gethot" and 14 Canton” steamers, goes in 
search of t he notorious pirate-chief, ShajMin- 
sni, wlio, with his numerous fleet had pillaged 
every jnnfe, or native craft, along the coast; 
and, not content with that, hud landed on dif¬ 
ferent parts, burned towns and Tillages, car¬ 
ried torts, and was the terror of Mandarin 
governors, who had no force to repel him. 

Captain Hay, after almost n hopeless 
cruise, fortunately fell in on the fifth day 
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inth the rovers fleet at anchor in one of the 
numerous hays of the const of (./oulttn 
China. It consisted of eighty large junks, 
carrying from thirty to forty guns encli, and 
having on hoard between 4 ,u 00 anti 5 f oniJ 
fighting men. The attack commenced and 
lasted for several hours: shot and shell were 
poured into the pirates from our ships ; one 
alter the other, took fire or blew up, and at 
lust the flag-junk of Shap-ting-sai also took 
fire. He escaped in a fast boat, pulled by 
forty men, loaded with treasure, his vessel 
blowing up a few minutes utter. 

Several thousand natives assembled on tla- 
shore, and killed with their spears about 
1,000 of the pirates, who had escaped from 
the junks by swimming. 1* ivejunks slipped 
and put to sea, our vessels not being able ro 
follow them from the state of the tide. 
'Hie Mandarins, who had bo long stood in 
awe of this fierce marauder, received the 
English captains with great hospitality and 
thunkfulness. It is considered that this 

, extermination of so powerful a fleet will 
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give a death-blow to pi racy in these seats tor 
some time to come, at lead; on such a 
wholesale scale. Very little doubts are 
entertained of tlie “ Sylph’* opium-clipper, 
and a lew other missing vessels, about thnt 
time having been cut off by them. Use 
“ Dido*' was chased by them, and saw the 
“Sylph" becalmed nearer in shore; the 
“ Dido" arrived safe at Singapore, but the 
other was never heard of** 

1 was rather amused, on my arrival in 
England, to hear that the Sainti had been 
declaiming against the destruction of pirates 
in the East, and trying to asperse the repu¬ 
tation of Sir James Brooke, that great and 
red benefactor of his ft llow-creatures, whose 
spotless name is fortunately beyond the 
reach of the cant, or malice of such Igno* 
taut mock-p h i lftti t hr opist** 

Sir Hubert Inglia, in alluding in the 
House of Commons to the attack on Sir 
James Brooke, suhl, “ The question at issue 
was the character of one of the ablest, and 
* See Ap^endi*. * 
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moat gallant, anti most humane men who 
ever exercised authority in the name of 
England in any part of the world, and he 
felt it to be an honour to express his strong 
feeling in favour of such u man. They had 
been asked where was the evidence of piracy ? 
Why, the judge at Singapore held in his 
liand the depositions of persons who hud 
either seen, or had suffered from the acts of 
pirates. 

11 lie repented, that there never lutd ap¬ 
peared in the dependencies of England, in ti 
distant purt of the globe, one who did more 
honour to the name of England than tile 
Rajah of Sarawak, Sir James llrooke, and he 
was sure any one might feel it a privilege to 
cull himself a friend of that distinguished 
man," 

Macao was the only place of all those 
parts accessible to Europeans in Southern 
Chinn, that 1 had not seen. Not having 
visited the lour other ports, of Amoy, Foo¬ 
chow', Xing-po, and Shang hai, thrown open 
to British trade, witli the admission of 
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Consuls at each place, by the treaty of the 
26th August, 18-12, I am unable to give any 
description of those places. Tho Island of 
Amoy, in latitude 24 degrees 27 minutes, is 
situated within a spacious bay, or estuary, 
into which two large rivers fid!, and where 
the English once had a factory* 

Foo-chow is the cnpiml of the province of 
Foo-kTen, and the emporium of the black tea 
trade, Nlng'po f where the English once 
had a factory, is situated on the Ta-hac 
river. Shanghai h ii great emporium of 
trade with the tea provinces on (he south, 
and with the province of Shari-rung on the 
north. The climate of Shang-hui and Xing- 
po, the most northerly of these port*, is 
oppressively hot in summer; hut the winters 
are very severe, in proof of which 1 saw 
two men on board the opium-clipper, u Ar* 
daseciV* just arrived from Shang hai, whose 
feet were frozen off by the cold they expe¬ 
rienced coming down the coast, whilst it was 
still summer at Canton* 

The captain of an ludiaman offered me a * 

i 3 
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** cast 1 * up to Shang-bai on my first arrival iu 
China, which. I refused, for fear of not l>eing 
back in time to return with the ship to Eng¬ 
land. As our stay in China was unexpect¬ 
edly prolonged to six months, instead ot two, 
it turned out that I could have easily availed 
myself of his kind alfer. 1 dkl not lose much 
lifter all, for there appears to be a pit at 
sameness throughout all China, which 1 have 
repeatedly heard from those who had visited 
the several northern porta now open to 
Europeans. 

Quoting from Mr. Barrow; 4i In tin Lnitj 
lines of internal navigation" ubserves that 
gentleman, “ letioneti Pekin and Canton, an 
extent of I2t>0 miles, with but one short 
interrupt ion, the traveller will observe every 
variety of surface, but disponed in a very 
remarkable manner in great masses. 

“ For many days, he will sec nothing but 
one uniform extended plain, without the 
smal lest variety; again, for as many days, lie 
will be homtned iu between precipitous 
* mountains of the same naked character, and 
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as unvaried in their appearance as the pin ms; 
and lastly, ten or twelve days' sail among 
lakes, swamps am! morasses will complete the 
catalogue of momtomux uniformity. There 
is a constant succession of large villages, 
towns and cities* with high walla, lofty 
gates, and more lofty pagodas; largp navi- 
gable rivets, communicating by urti rioinl 
canjib, both crowded with barges for pu^m 
gers and barks for burden dillerent from 
everything of the Mm I in the rest >>1 the 
world/ 1 

Another writer remarks that “the provinces 
of China equal our kingdoms* her towns our 
capita k lu.-r villages most of our eities; yet 
time all these are pervaded by a Mrurttw 
Bppr&aehing t& numotony; and that he who 
has seen one town may he said to ham wen 
alL They are of a quadrangular firm* 
surrounded by high walls, defended anil 
ornamented by towers at regular distances. 
The streets usually extend from one ■ xtre¬ 
nd ty of the town to the other, mid tit either 
end of each street is a gate that is shut about. 
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nine or tun, and ingress or egress put a stop 
to for the night, which is a great check upon 
robbers, whose exploits can extend no 
further than the street they live in. Those 
inhabited by the lower ranks are confused, 
crowded, and dirty; and, whilst the shops 
arc richly embellished, the mansion a of the 
great arc generally enclosed, and make no 
external display of magnificence.'' 
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CHAPTER X. 

A d Mni'iUt—PrityH 1.5rmnik— The Tankivt"Ut. 

r ,i Wl -,,3 1,y Fr-mak-fr—Pupullltir® of ilscaii—Tlieir fluinui 
— 1’lif AtaiA -.nl—Bourn UltfOlHlt of tllfl Ikim—Tfw f irortD 
Ijt' CuniOCW—Atrwiou.* MhtJht of the (Jorwit-tr—-Cki- 
nose Furl mkuu liy tLEpurtogTJi! L t'--Ani»i orilie dimoeu 
Sutilitr—Tile Amli-sr returns to iuimjKit—H*rl)rujr ul 
FTliiio Koflff—A J»r it Victim*—'VojBgi, down ihr 
rtiiia Sen -! ulani 1 Grt’ilt NntimJl*—tio Litir 

— Gjtfpor Island—CoMt of Sumatra— M itluv-buBt— 
l3miL.Lv nf Pr.tvtsioiiii-t!iu Sfuiioli I pillar— M uou Dear 
pj.,1 (iVimet Cut—The Strain of Bond*—Violirnt Hijuatl 

_ Intricate Hjufigation—ProviJtu 

A passage being offered to me in the 
" Mermaid/’ to Macao, I availed myself of 
it j after two days tedious beating down the 
Tigris, against light winds, a fair breeze 
sprang up in sight of Macao, and the 
captain, thinking it too good to lose, stood 
on Ids course to Bombay, sending me ashore 
in the pilot’s boat, We W to go a distance^ 
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of ten miles against a bead*wind and sea, 
which, beating over the boat, made me 
consider myself a victim of lhe fair wind 
that had caused the ship not to put into 
Macao, being at the time an invalid, and 
not prepared to rough it. 

The approach to Macao is very beautiful, 
and said very much to resemble Cadbt, 
The landing-place on the u l’raya Grande," 
in front ol the town, puls me in mind of 
Hustings, or of some clean English watering- 
place, The bay is covered with a small 
boat, called Tanka-boat, rowed by the Tanka 
girls, a distinct race, who live all their lives 
an their little craft, plying for hire, and going 
backwards from the ships to tbs shore at 
moderate fares. The only addition to the 
usuul native costume is a coloured cotton 
handkerchief tied over the head. Some ul 
them ore not bad-looking, and all are 
extremely civil and contented. When a 
st ranger comes down to the beach, a dozen 
applicants for hire start up from the boats, 
.and their vociferations of “this boat/' 41 best 


A VOYAGE TO CHINA, 


183 


boat/' &e., tpiite bewilder him, the 11 wnbar- 
ras du choiz" being very well exemplified* 
os the bouts end rowers are in every respect 
alike. Fleets of fishing-boats are at anchor, 
and either discharging their loads, or prepur* 
ing to go in search of fresh ones. Amongst 
these are some whose calling is very doubt* 
fid; if fishing does not answer, they ™ rnni 
[heir hands to anything, but to the observer, 
their appearance ih harmless and purifie. 

Mucjh, the most ancient European settle¬ 
ment in China, is situated oil n rocky penin¬ 
sula m rhe island of llcim shang, a barrier- 
wall and guard-house fixing the limit of rhe 
Portuguese territory, the greater length .u 
which is three mita, and breadth about one 
mile. 

The first settlers occupied this spot tn 


■ A n..k *ft« I M Huao.« ths tot toUenwl rftj- 

Aturrii'nn bri^f-irir, “Dolphin,"™ 111 “U* 
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15f)7 t not by right of conquest, us is some¬ 
times supposed, but clearly on condition 
that they pay tribute ami ground-rent to 
the Euiperor. The Chinese population are 
under a mandarin, who levies duties, and 
rules them entirely, 1 lie Portuguese go* 
vem themselves. They amount to about 
6,000, the garrison 400, moat of both being 
ilacuo-bom Portuguese. The Chinese popu¬ 
lation is much greater, and live in a separate 
part- of ihe town: the streets are steep, 
crooked, and narrow, tolerably well paved, 
but have u deserted appearance. No car¬ 
riages or horses can be used, people being 
carried in sedan chairs. Equestrians and 
carriages have a good road from the Prayu 
Grande to the “ Barrier-gate,'* called the 
Parade, which is a very pleasant resort in 
the evening for the Mite of the place. 

The houses ot the better classes are built 
in the form of a small square, with a yard in 
the middle; u balcony of stone-work runs 
all round, which forms a cool walk for the 
inmates, orange-trees and other fragrant 
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plants licing planted between the pillars, and 
the whole having an air of comfort and case 
unknown in Canton or Hong Kong dwellings. 

The Typa is the principal harbour for 
shipping, but vessel* also come into the inner 
harbour; those in the outer roadstead are 
much exposed during typhoons, hi nee the 
colony of Hong Kong has been established, 
the commerce of Macuo has fallen almost to 
nothing: the houses formerly occupied by 
wealthy English merchants, can hud no 
occupiers, and are to be had for a small ex¬ 
pense. A few Europeans reside here occa¬ 
sionally for a change—-the scenery, climate, 
and other advantages being much superior 
to any place in China; but the narrow- 
sighted policy of the local government drove 
Englishmen away by their exactions an.] 
arbitrary measures, which, having led to the 
establishing of Hong Kong, they sec, wh> n 
too late, their error, and its ruinous conse¬ 
quences. 

The Macao market is well supplied with 
fish, game, paltry, meat, vegetables, and _ 
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fruit At a cheap rate: before things reach 
an English table, mandarin und “ eompru- 
(lore 1 ' exactions have divested them of any 
claim to excessive cheapness, by which 
the natives only benefit. Priests, and Por¬ 
tuguese ladies, of doubtful beauty and 
complexion, wearing a man till a over the 
head of coloured chintz, arc met with in 
numbers. Stone crosses, convents, tnonas- 
terita, hand some churches, the governor's 
house on the Fruyu Grande are the principal 
public buildings. 

The forts arc numerous, and crown nil 
the heights, mounting many guns, 1 visited 
the most important, called Fort del Monte, 
on the top of a high hill in the middle of 
the town. Most of the guns bore the date 
of 1 1 . 1 - 2 ,, and appeared more ornament ill 
than useful for modern warfare, 

A soldier led mo into the quarters of the 
cap turn of the guard, where the regimental 
band was practising. The cup tain did 
not speak a word of English, but very 
politely asked me to sit down, and ordered 
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the band to discontinue the Portuguese airs, 
and play li God save the queen 1” which they 
did in very good style. 

I found the view from this fort magnifi¬ 
cent, mid left It impressed with a good idea 
of the courtesy of a Portuguese commander, 
One of the most remarkable things in Macao 
i* the Cave, or rather Grotto of Cnmocua, 
where that celebrated man wrote the greatest 
part of the Lusinde. It is situated lei the 
middle of an opulent Portuguese domain, 
taken great care of, and is surmounted with 
n bust of the poet; the rocks being covered 
with suitable inscriptions and verses to his 
memory. The ow ner of the grounds allow s 
free access to all visitors to the Caro, which 
is by far the most interesting spot in Macao. 

The atrocious murder of Governor i mi 
J ose d T Amaral, a most distinguished and 
excellent man, took place ft few weeks before 
my arrival there. Ha was riding out on thu 
parade near the barrier wall, attended by his 
aid-de-camp, at his usual hour between five 
and six, when a boy presented some flow*re 
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to him on a bamboo, Whilst in the act of 
taking them, tight Chinamen rushed upon 
him with drawn swords, threw him from his 
horse, cut "If his head and right hand, 
wounded tire ji id-de-camp, and disappeared 
immediately with the head and hand, which 
they carried off in their boat, that had been 
observed lying near tire shore. 

Two gentlemen on horseback *aw the deed 
done, hut, before they could reach the spot, 
everything was quiet, and all they found 
was the bleeding trunk of the unfortunate 
governor. The city was thrown into the 
utmost ronstertmttort; large rewards were 
offered for the discovery uf the assassins, 
find, it being known that the Chinese govern¬ 
ment bad offered a nun of money some time 
back for his head, on account of some pique 
against him, his rule being more vigorous 
nud determined titan they had been accus¬ 
tomed to, there remained little doubt but 
that Sou, the Viceroy of Canton, was at the 
bottom of it. 

The English frigate, “Amazon,” from Hong 
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Eoiig f the American corvette, “ Plymouth/ 1 
siiJ French corvette*"!* Bay omim^ [! arrived 
quickly Ht Macao to protect the place, and 
landed all their urewa to parade the streets, 
u n der arms. T1 1 e Fortugue&e gnrri *r m, con¬ 
sidering the mandarins as the promoters of 
the murder of (heir chief, attacked a Chinese 
fort outside the barrier, carried it hy can¬ 
non, and put all the Chinese soldiers, amount¬ 
ing to seventy, to the s worth The man¬ 
darin's head was cutoff, and paraded through 
the town. 

The Chinese arc not a warlike nation, and 
have no clamceagainst European tactics and 
discipline. During our last Chinese war, 
Governor Lin had enlisted uljout 3,000 men, 
who were being drilled daily near Canton, 
in the military exercise? of the bow, the 
spear, and the sword. The latter is of a 
description peculiar to China, being only 
eighteen indies long, Each aoldicr was 
armed with two of these short and straight 
swords, worn in one scabbard, and carried 
one in each hand, which by being knocked ^ 
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against encli other might produce a clangour 
to intimidate the enemy. A short sword 
might he very useful to them if they would 
come to close quarters, but the noise is more 
calculated to frighten sparrows than sneh 
visitors ns they would have to deal with. 

Sen, finding things becoming serious, gave 
out thtit he had discovered one of the assma- 
sins, and caused him to be executed lit. Can* 
ton. The head and hand were to be given 
hack or. a day appointed, but were never 
forthcoming. 1 saw the body lying in state 
i»t the Government-house, and a small square 
coffin ready to receive the head and hand of 
the unfortunate Don Jose d’ Amnnd. 

What makes this tragical event more 
distressing, is that the Governor's time of 
service expired in a few months, when he 
was to return to Europe. He was a man 
of high courage, and extremely popular 
amongst the better classes, but disliked by 
the Chinese, on account of the numerous 
improvements he effected in Macao, con¬ 
trary to their notions and taste. The ruling 


A VOYAGE TO ClHiiA. 


191 


authorities can do nothing with the small 
force at their disposal, and await the arrival 
of fresh troops from <t 03 and from Europe, 
to avenge his death.* 

Having, with the kind assistance of Dr. 
Watson, and the splendid cliwaio of Macao, 
recruited my health, 1 returned to Whampoa 
by the opposition steamer just arrived from 
England, which, as far as speed is concerned, 
has turned out a failure. 

The 1,1 Charlotte .Jane,” after being de¬ 
tained sis months in Chimp having completed 
her cargo of tea, mid received her 11 grand 
chop/’ or port-clearance, from tile mandarin 
dt Canton, dropped down frum Whampoa to 
the second bar, and anchored off the hur 
Pagoda, on the loth of December, 1»49. 
The next day, we beat down through the 
Bocca Tigris, Hogue Forts, and C&psingmoon 
Passage, olid east anchor in the aiternoon, 
in the harbour of Hong Kong. 

I landed at Victoria the next morning, 

* 1 hm hwri, lines my nitwit ta EngUuJ. ll*i ttf 
ln..|nl and hud Iiavu W«t givm tw* tu l bu l ' orta * M# * * 

Aathorituoi of JIm**- 
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and spent the flay, which was a very rainy 
one, with Dr. IIunter 7 who came on board 
with me at dusk, that being the last time I 
intended to set foot upon ** Celestial ground. 1 ' 
Having shipped a fresh crew, which was our 
principal object in touching at Hong Kong, 
we weighed ou the 18th, stood out ol 
the harbour with a fair wind, and soon lust 
sight of the land. 

For a whole week, nothing occurred to 
break up the monotony of the voyage, as 
we proceeded down the China Sea, until 
Christmas day, which was celebrated us liest 
it can lie at sea, where >uch things us prize 
bullocks arc not known: sucking-pig, instead 
of beef, was the most striking deviation from 
the usual John Bull fare on that occasion. 
It was of no consequence to me as 1 was on 
rice diet all the week, and ft long time after¬ 
wards. A waterspout passed Indf-u-mite 
astern; I did not sec it, being unable to go 
on deck. 

The two following days we have the island 
of 11 Great Natanas** in sight, distant about 
six leagues i the day after, we passed the 
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“ Gap Roek/ T “ Tinnbdnn group/' St, 
Rarbe, and St. Esprit, in sight three leagues 
west. Wo crossed the Hue, and entered 
the southern hemisphere: no notice is taken 
of this event, which hits occurred so often 
during the voyage, and is only of importance 
to novices at sea. Wu now come in sight 
of Caspar Island, and anchor within httlf-a- 
mik of it. In twelve fathoms. The nest 
day we pass through Caspar Straits (.Mac¬ 
clesfield Channel); with high land on both 
sides, thickly-wooded, and the most beautiful 
foliage, extending down to the water's edge. 
The passage through these straits is very 
narrow', in some parts not more titan four 
miles. Exchanged colours with the trench 
ship, " Cesar Nicolas,” from Whampoa to 
Havre. 

.list December, Making for the Straits 
of *‘ Sun do,” we keep doee in to the const of 
Sumatra, An eight-oared boat was seen 
pulling for the ship, which they could not 
reach until the cross-jack yard was backed 
to give them a chance. They at hist sue- ^ 
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ceededl in catching a rope thrown over to 
them. A dozen Malays jumped on board, 
each speaking some sort of broken English, 
the object of their visit being to sell stock 
and vegetables, with which their boat was 
filled. We got from them three dozen and 
a half of fowls for three dollars, but could 
not make any other purchase. 

An American ship, the “ St. Jago,” from 
Uhhia, was getting under weigh some miles 
ti-head: saw the "Brothers” eight miles 
off, covered with thick jungle. The wind 
mid current arc dead against us at the en¬ 
trance of the Straits. 

1st January. Wo begin the new year 
with a calm in the Straits of Simdn. A 
number of boats with hit teen mat salts, 
full of natives, are continually coming oif 
from Anjcr Point, Java, and from TTog 
Point. Sumatra, between which two shores 
we are now drifting, at a pace well suited 
to onr visitors for transacting business with 
them. These boats belong to Malays, who 
live by boarding every ship coming through 
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the Straits, and are deeply laden with all 
sorts of stock for sea, the produce of the 
islands consisting of foivls, turtle, eggs, 
yams, sweet potatoes, onions, limes, oranges, 
fresh cocoa-nuts, pine apples, mangusteens, 
plantains, melons, pummeloes, or shaddock 
of unusuul sizeand very fine, also the durian, 
for which I should imagine they have few 
customers, except among the Lascar and 
other unlive crews. 1’arrots, monkeys, 
moose-deer, mongoose, tortoises, with i 
variety of shells and other curiosities, form 
part of the boat’s loud. 

These gentry are the ** hardest bargains " 
to deal with J ever met, and form o very 
striking contrast with the “ facile ” Omuunen 
we had been living amongst lor six months, 
who will generally take one-third, or half 
less than the price they first ask, and often 
give you u “ cunisluiw,"* besides. 

Stock varies in price, according to the 
number of boats around you, or the scarcity 
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of ships for a time, causing them to be 
eager to dispose of their boat’s load. We 
got fowls, not in very good condition, for a 
dollar a dozen, turtle, half a hundred weight 
each, one dollar t pine apples, half a dollar a 
hundred, or in exchange for empty bottles: 
for these and old clothes and linen, any quan¬ 
tity of delicious fruit can be obtained, half 
of which spoils at sea before it can be eaten, 
as there must be limits, even to the amateur 
of pines and mangos teens, harmless as they 
tire. 

The natives are greedy after the Spanish 
dollar, tor which they oiler two half-crowns, 
eight-pence more than it is really worth- 
They will not receive the China dmp-dolkra 
at any price, but will take a jar of China 
preserved ginger, in lieu at a dollar, which 
is what it costs. They are not to be 
done in any way. Each bout has a book, 
in which captains of ship insert their date 
of passing, and report themselves ail w ell, 
&c., which is interesting to those who come 
after them. I bought a very pretty “ moose* 
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deer/' about the size of a rabbit, that bring 
its full growth, for a dollar, sind a black 
striped Java gen net cat, with a perfect fox- 
shaped head, tor one shilling. 

Those 1 intended for the Surrey Zooln* 
gical Gardens, but my good intentions were 
soon defeated, by the first animal jumping 
overboard 11 few days after, and the second, 
if he outlives the crtHmdUua of a four 
months' voyage on shipboard, will be fortu¬ 
nate indeed* A tortoise cost sixpence; 
shells, two-and-sixpence a-] mud red, or less, 
if small ones; monkeys a dollar, but they 
prefer a jur of ginger. Some jet black 
monkeys were bought by the crew, that 
being a favourite animal in the forecastle. 
These men on shore can procure you a live 
tiger for from five to ten dollars, and other 
Javanese animals in proportion. 

We have a dead beat through the Strait* 
of Sundftf standing dose in shore on the 
Sumatra ado* and then tacking across to 
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Pulo Thwn rt-the* way,” nn island right in 
mid-channel, having hnlf-ivmile from it, 
Stroom Hocks, only a few feet above 
water, and very much like n lung boat 
bottom upwards, ships being able to pass 
between them and the island. 

Each coast has some very elevated peaks 
amongst the mountainous ridges, forming 
These extreme points of Java and Sumatra. 
Almost every part is covered with the thick¬ 
est jungle, of a dark green aspect at n 
distance, but, on approaching nearer, one 
can distinguish a great variety of different 
trees, of the must beautifully varied and 
luxuriant fall age, stretching right down into 
the water, from which some appear to take 
root. 

The low parts of the const are lined with 
tall palm-trees, extending in a line as far as 
the eye can reach. Aujer Town, Java, is a 
favourite anchorage in the S. W. monsoon, 
but a let-shore ill the S. E. one, ships then 
keeping, ns wc did, tho Sumatra coast on 
, board. Crokiitoa Island, Pulo Bessy, and 
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others Eire in sight. Squalls and calins 
succeed each other, which require constant 
shortening and making sail: during the 
night, without any warning, the ship was 
struck by a sudden most violent squall, 
which in u moment carried t he jib, flying- 
jib, and fore top-gallant-sail, clean out 
of the bolt-ropes, leaving scarcely u vestige 
of canvass behind: it was anem over, as is 
usual hereabouts, and new sails were quickly 
bent. 

Tlie morning brought much rain and h 
succession of pull's and light winds os the 
day before. We attempted to beat through 
Prince's Strait, a narrow passage, but, with 
ii slant of wind, a gale one, between Princes 
Island anti Java Head. This, from a com¬ 
bination of circumstances, turned out a most 
difficult, and afterwards * most dangerous 
tnancEuvre. Thu wind, which just before 
dark wus foe enough to enable us, If it stood, 
to clear the passage in halt an hour without 
making another tack, suddenly became short, 
the ship’s head breaking off four points, ^ 
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which, with the strong current against us, 
took sway nil chance of our getting through, 
and night overtook us in the narrowest and 
most intricate part of Prinoe’a Strait. 

The frequent sudden “sumatras” pre¬ 
vented the ship half the time carrying any 
canvass to work through with, and there 
was no anchorage near, added to which it 
rained in torrents; brilliant flashes of light* 
ning interrupted the darkness af night, as if 
tpoint out the rocks and impending dan¬ 
gers. IVc were short-handed from a heavy 
sick list amongst the crew; the rest, during 
the emergency, did not ‘‘ work with a will, 
grumbling at the fatigue, and their small 
number, which was quite occidental, tJnce 
in "going about.' within two cnble T s length 
of the Carpenters Rocks, we very nearly 
missed stays, the wind tailing suddenly, the 
current setting us straight on to them, and 
a few minutes would have decided our fate, 
had she not filled in time and stood off on 
the other tack. 

Finding all this not very agreeable or 
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interesting, particularly to an invalid, I 
11 turned in" early, misting to Providence, 
a line vessel, and skilful captain, to get us 
out nf the dilemma, which fortunate result 
had taken place by nest morning, when, on 
awaking, I found we liud left far behind this 
“ Scylla and Charybdis,” and were safely 
out Hiring along in the Indian ocean, destined 
to be for the nest six weeks the field of our 
more placid exertions, and soon made us 
forget the imminent dangers of that night 
in Prince's Strait, which the captain assured 
us were far greater than lie hud ever boon 
placed in at sea during bis whole life. 
Altogether, the “Charlotte Jane" and her 
inmates stood then a v.-ry fair chance uf 
terminating their voyage and earthly career 
in the vicinity of Java Head, 
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CHAPTER XX 

Chrwfnuk* Wind—! Sperm WMop— tWiwkinof Turch — 
pji^an^G thf-nfl^h thelflduin Ocean—R um with md AnuriBW 
SIj i \y —Frefci cjf Cujitui^P femanitory Wuniug-'The Eng* 

I i: i, Ship faint* her enmpetitor—Mffiffllty at' A|i|ms&cbing 
thn Cap** W the Ewtmil—Phi^H ih Aftmti 

i.;,jau!t — JL lu illtarcr 11 n faiiuti—I lift [ r 0 □ leIiliii . 1 nt—JS uw Light- 
lunisa—Tiew of TuLfa .ttonntDun- — AdraniQ win dp - Arrival 
in Thhlu Baj—Thu AutEmrt iwccmtl Vint to fin- Cji|«— 
BL'einTmjdiUlU'iillt Parku'e Hold— Inritiitimi to tlw 
VlnujnfiI — V urt’ ■! V" of Frniir—Sod! h - Fji^ri 1 rii—Thu L3-1 flJl i - 
cill OfttrdmH—-New Jistfcy— V1*H to ftqmcnrt 11 cm jtitlJ— 
Cu.rii-rtitv-Ilsuiiin.ij -lidai^i —-Wfinli' *if iW CllUUl-e 

Hamid, iltiiJ iIju Septml—Stuuna-ty^a— EMuMip-tununl for 
Lqrnra on Rishfam InLmid — Aoecdotu uf n Trmvtiifor. 

A few Java after leaving the Straits of 
Sunda, wc came in sight of Christmas Island, 
off which wc were becalmed for three days, 
i t is about six leagues in extent each way, 
and rather hilly j presenting to the eye one 
nrnss uf dark green trees, even thicker than 
those of the other islands wc had passed. 
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It is uninhabited, but is said to contain 
plenty of deer und wild hog. There is no 
anchorage, the lead giving eighty fathoms 
close in shore j. but parties have occasionally 
landed there on a shooting excursion, whilst 
becalmed near its shores, A light wind, at 
last, enabled us to lose sight of Christinas 
Island, of which we were getting heartily 
tired. 

Two large sperm whales, about sixty ieet 
long, amused us by spouting and gumbo Ming 
close astern for about an hour. One made 
a complete somerset in the water, his large 
forked tail, being, for a moment, erect in the 
air; several others were seen at the same 
time in the distance. We killed our first 
turtle, and had turtle in all its forms 
enough to satiate or even to nauseate on aider- 
man. Every day tun!e-soup, cotcLettea de 
turtle, turtle roti, turtle stewed, for dinner; 
at breakfast and supper, turtle again. It 
was very delicious, but probably would have 
been more valued by us, had it cost more 
dollars, and come in less profusion. 
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Having caught the South-East trade, we 
traversed nearly two-thirds of the Indian 
Ocean, a distance of several thou band miles, 
without falling in with a vessel holding the 
same course do try rate of soiling with, A 
twin would not do. This would be eonsi- 
tiered “ infra dig f and several ships seen 
were outward bound; othen*, on the same 
tack as our own, were so inferior that we 
passed them in a few hours without any effort* 
Having been so long out, we began to 
despair of meeting ut all n sail of uli tecjmil 
match, when one morning, soon after break¬ 
fast, the officer of the watch came down from 
on dock and announced, “ a. large ship to 
windward/' Slit bore down, ub if intending 
to “speak nsf but, at about a mile distant, 
resumed her farmer course, and, hoisting 
at the miztn-peftk the well-known banner 
of the stars and stripes, confirmed our 
opinion as to the nation to which she 
belonged. To this, wo answered by runt nog 
up the ensign, and our number* 

The captain came on the poop, examined 
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her with the glass, took her be#rings, anti 
his keen, experienced eye soon found that at 
lust we hnd fulien ill with the right sort 
u She will do,” said he to the chief officer, 
rubbing his hands; “she appears a smart 
craft, and I have observed fur the last hour 
wc have not gained one inch upon her.” 
At that time, the wind was two points abaft 
the brum, a steady top-gut hint breeze. \\ ■- 
were going with the lower studding-sails 
at nine knots through the water. “Now, 1 
anid the captain, " we will show Master 
Jonathon what we can do. Send a hand 
aloft to loose the fore anil main royal. Big 
out the starboard topmast studding-sail boom. 
Set the main trysail.” These orders fol¬ 
lowed in quick succession, and were -is 
quickly executed. The ship fell the pres¬ 
sure of so mud) additional canvass, and soon 
increased her speed. She dashed the spray 
over her graceful figure-head, and tore 
11 1 rough t he billows with great rapid ity. I n 
the words of Byron,— 

4,1 51k walked ihe miteri like ■ tiling of life.” 1 
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Tlit American, finding that we were draw¬ 
ing a-head of him, was not idle; sail after 
Bail lie bent, and seemed for a moment to be 
gaining a slight advantage. The skipjier 
saw it t and was put upon his mettle. He 
paced the deck with a quicker step, and mut¬ 
tering to himself, we must not be beaten,gave 
a look round, and then exclaimed, ** Send 
bands aloft, and rig out the top-gallant and 
royal studding-sail booms." 

Thin step, considering that the ship had 
os much as she could stagger under, rather 
took the men by surprise. The royal and 
top-gulhmt studding-sails being quickly set, 
the men were piped to grog, and began 
“to work with a will;" for at sea no 
extra work is done well without extra 
grog. 

The American appeared to have lost a 
little ground since the 11 Frigate," os we were 
culled in China, had 11 spread her wings 1 ' in 
such gallant style. She was evidently carry¬ 
ing a press of canvass that under no ordinary 
circumstances could be witnessed, and great 
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excitement prevailed throughout the ship’s 
company—ail being alike eager for success. 
The chief officer, an old opium-clipper uian, 
accustomed to “ carrying on/' was pacing the 
(juarter-deck in ecstacy, at id ever and anon 
bursting out tu himself in such exclama¬ 
tions ns “ Hurrah ! old girl ; drive on you 
hound; you've got the scent I Chip the 
muslin on her! What she can’t carry, she 
must drag.” 

As the wind freshened, the sight increased 
in magnificence. The ship rushed through 
the waters like a wild steed, and sent the 
loam over her l«ws ns far us the mum hatch . 
The log was hove, tmd eleven knots were 
found to be her speed ; she had never before 
been known to exceed ten and a half. She 
left behind in her wake a furrowed track of 
snowy whiteness that was lost in the im¬ 
mensity of the ocean. 

The breeze becoming stronger, the Ame¬ 
rican, who was to windward, caught it first, 
and was busy taking in his “ flying kites,” 
It soon reached us, and some of yur stud- 
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ding-soil bourns began to bend like bows. 
It was clear they could not stand long; they 
must be taken in, or they would take them¬ 
selves in. Wo were reluctant to give up 
our advantage, and, whilst the mutter was 
being considered, a loud noise wus heard up 
ulofl-—the main royal and top-gallant stud¬ 
ding-sail booms were carried away. They 
come down alongside with a tremendous 
crash, dragging with them in their full the 
sails, blocks, and tackle. 

This premonitory warning was quite 
enough : the strong wind hud now increased 
to ti squall, and "'allhand# short,.n sail" Wu9 
the order; it was nothing but 11 haul down and 
dew up;" everything n\ neared in contusion, 
and, in a lew minutes, the decks were covered 
with ropes and sails. There was no time 
for delay; the captain cheered the men on. 
“ Spring aloft my tars, rhj in the booms for* 
and aft ; brace up the main trysail; hands 
stand by tho topgallant hautyardu ! ’’ 

The wind having drawn more forward, 
being now rather before the beam, the yards 
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of both vessels were braced up sharp, and 
then came the chance for the regular dip¬ 
per " to show her superiority. TJiis we 
knew was in our favour, our best point of 
suiting being m rt mind. As all now de¬ 
pended on the manner of steering, old Tom, 
the crack helmsman, was sent to the wheel. 
“ Clean full ami bp" was the order given ; 
and we had the satisfaction of seeing our 
vessel gradually forging a-kead" of her 
opponent, who, it soon Ix-came evident, hud 
not much chance left of again coming up 
with us. The distance between (lie two 
ships continued to increase. At eight liells, 
the American had dropped several miles 
astern, and before dark was nearly “ hull 
domi." The crew were served again with 
extra grog, and in the cabin the champagne 
(lew merrily round to celebrate the event. 
It coming on to blow, after supper the order 
of 11 AU hands r&f topsails h was given the 
sailors manned the yards with unusual 
alacrity, and, proud of the gallant perform¬ 
ance of their ship, gave from aloft three- 
heart}' cheers for the Charlotte Jane.' 1 
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The appearance of oar old friends, the 
albatrosses, reminded ns every day that we 
were gradual ly approaching the land of 
Southern Africa, and wo were not surprised 
at losing the trade wind which had enabled 
us to reach within ten degrees of it before 
wc experienced the mi welcome change of 
calms and variables. 

The Cape is the boundary of very unsettled 
weather, is a saying common amongst navi* 
gators; and the difficulties of approaching 
it from the eastward are much greater than 
from the Atlantic, Ships fit nil India gene¬ 
rally reckon on a w eek from the time of first 
sighting the high land of Southern Africa 
to anchoring in Table Bay. The distance 
is nothing, and could he done in half that 
time, which often happens; hot a fair wind, 
quickly followed by a gale right in your 
teeth, then culms, variables, strong currents, 
and dense fygs t must not surprise you if 
they all happen, and prolong your passage 
round this difficult promontory, the favour* 
ite region of the whale, the id hatred, and 
perpetual gales. 





A. VOYAGE TO CHINA. 21 L 

On ray voyage Luma from China, 1 had 
tin- good fortune to revisit this moat inter¬ 
esting and moat import ant of all our* Colonies, 
where I had before spent a few days so 
agreeably, that 1 left it with regret, and had 
always retained the most pleasing impres¬ 
sions of my short stay in Southern Africa. 
China ships are averse to touching there, 
homeward hound, on account of the delay, 
the Canton merchants looking a great deal 
to quick passages, to get their teas early into 
the market, and a favourite ship in Canton 
has great advantages over others. However, 
in China, we had engaged to touch at the 
Cape, with which I was not a little pleased, 
us it breaks up the tedious monotony of a 
four months' voyage, and sends one through 
the uninteresting two months' passage across 
the South and North Atlantic with fresh 
spirits and a host of vivid and agreeable 
recollections. 

Having passed to the southward of Ma¬ 
dagascar, wo soon lost the south-east trade, 
and, after a week of light variable winds 
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descried^ out the 7th of February* distant- 
eight leagues-, the high mountains bor- 
dering along the coast of A I'rica, between the 
Buffalo and Gnat Fish Rivers, The sound¬ 
ings, and change oi’ colour in the water, 
showed* some time before, that we were on 
the tail of the great Agulhas hunk* which 
indication a the early navigators hud alone 
to guide them. 

Our course is now along the coast, in 
sight of land* due west. We pass Algoa 
Bay, with its remarkable 1 lend hind* Cup.* 
Recife, then ['let tern berg’s Bay, with a fine 
breeze, when* approaching Mussel Bay, now 
culled ‘'Alliwal," in honour of the present 
governor* Sir Hurry Smith, a gnte of wind 
sprang up from the south-west, against 
which we could show nothing but double- 
reeled topsails, and sometimes less still, for 
four days and nights, which, with a contrary 
current, kept ns the whole time in sight ot 
Mussel Bay, occasionally drifting to leeward* 
and all the time with difficulty “holding 
our own." Frequently, we were within 
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three or four miles of the land, end could 
easily distinguish the houses, fires, and trees. 
At noon, ns the ship was standing in at 
the distance of about four miles from the 
shore, the order of 44 Ready aljout," was 
given, when a sailor, who in the morning 
had held very insolent language, mine ait 
on the |n>op and addressed the captain in 
such abusive terms, that, with the assistance 
of the mate, he collared him immediately. 
Upon this, mother sailor toot the man’s 
part, and a violent scuffle ensued, the cap¬ 
tain receiving several blows. The rest of 
the crew soon came up, and some bad cha¬ 
racters amongst tbcm seemed disposed to 
side with the two mutineers, until the cap¬ 
tain, taken unawares, asked them all whe¬ 
ther it was it mutiny or not, since it hud 
very much the appearance of one. 

Nobody else having offered any violence, 
the ruffian was ordered to be put in double 
irons, which, after much resistance, was 
effected, to at the same time threatening to 
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lake the captain's life when he could get a 
chance. A sort of court-martial was then 
held, at which I advised u three dozen, 1 ’ a 
trifling punishment lor so outrageous an 
offence He was confined a dose prisoner aft, 
with n guard over him, until he could be deli¬ 
vered up to the proper tribunal at the Cape,* 
together with the fellow who assisted him, 
and endeavoured tu excite a mutiny in such 
a critical moment as that when u ship was 
tacking off a lee shore. These men in the 
morning began their insolent conduct by re¬ 
fusing to mend the mainsail because it was 
Sunday, a duty, a light one at any time, and 
then absolutely necessary, otherwise they 
would not have been set about it on that 
day, great attention being paid in the ship 
to the religious observance of the Sabbath. 
At length Urn wind fell light, and, shift- 

* At Cape Town, wing !□ the WnmEtring ignoriiH* n\ 
the Diumr,. u ihti elilof Ftiljtbu 31 a^iatraf e thttTtf La cal^nl, 

tfcubi’ iiiit-n ftEeapnd wiLhuUL wen n 1 1 prinuimiL, no'] it wna 
nrjt pwknt to bring the cai^ int& a higher coort t where 
their eiianco would Jiaii? tnirt with a juH |iuiiifihmuul t (nr 
i"l Hr of the proceeding! rUalai ciing iLfl iliip. 
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ing round to ti fine Smith-Easterly breeze, 
MobkI Bey is soon left behind, Port Beaufort 
Also, anil, before dart, we are up with Cape 
Agulhas, which, once passed, tin; principal 
difficulty is over. A few months since, a 
lighthouse was erected on this dangerous 
headland, which we found in the evening 
gave a very brilliant light ten miles off; a 
Signal-staff is also erected there, to signalize 
ships passing near enough, and report them 
by the mail overland at Cape Town, which 
must be of great service to the mercantile 
community. 

All along this coast high mountains are 
in sight, at a greater or lesser distance from 
the siiore, that give it from the sen a bleak 
und barren appearance. The breeze carried 
us the next morning close up to the real 
Gape o1 ' Hope," a small headland, 

projecting into the sea, which 1 have before 
alluded to. 

Table Mountain was in sight, distant 
twenty miles, when it came on to blow a 
violent “south-easter," which forced us to 
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JiHto nil day T with great fear of drifting to 
leeward of our port. It blew with loss fury 
towards evening, and the captain hod some 
iileti of beating into the bay } but, as it gene¬ 
rally blows stronger there than outside, and 
as, on lib last voyage under exactly similar 
circumstances, in attempting to do so, be 
lost sill bis sails out of the bolt-ropes, and 
was driven out to sea, he very wisely de¬ 
cided on waking until the gale abated. 

We learned on our arrival that it was not 
□s be anticipated, it baying been quite mo¬ 
derate in the bay, and boats were able to 
Land cargo from the ships. The next day, 
the scene changed entirely* We found our- 
selves dose to the shore, in a dead calm, 
surrounded on all sides by a dense fog, hav¬ 
ing the appearance of high laud, and render^ 
ing it impossible to sec fifty yards ofl. This 
position, so near the land we could not per¬ 
ceive, with currents and not a breath oi 
wind, was one of more danger than the gales 
from which we had escaped, during which 
two large ships were wrecked in Algoa and 
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Plettemberg's Bays, near which latter place 
we must liavo been at the very time the 
** Nepaiil,” a homeward-bound Indlaumii, 
was going to pieces on the rocks, her crew 
and passengers saving themselves on a raft. 
In the id ter noon, the fog gradually dim! n* 
is bed, and Table Mountain again showed, its 
head above the clouds, but we did not move. 
During the night, a slight change took place, 
and the next morning a gentle breeze before 
the beam, which soon drew nearly nit, 
brought us rapidly in sight of Green Point. 

Having answered the signals from the 
flagstaff on the Lion's Lump, wc were 
shortly after boarded by the part-cap tain; 
and, as the dock struck twelve, let goat last 
our anchor in Table Kay, which at one time 
we almost despaired of reaching. 

A large sailing-boat immediately con¬ 
veyed our party to the shore ; and for the 
second time I trod with a joyful step on 
(l Afrit's burning sand." 

We proceeded towards Parke's Hotel, 
which was soon afterwards tilled by a great 
VOL. n. l m 
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number of pft*engers just arrived in the 
“Barbam,” from Calcutta. This constant sue* 
cession of fresh inmates, nearly all landing 
from the different India uien, outward or 
homeward-bun nd, gives to tins hotel an 
animated appearance, and renders the stay 
then: very agreeable, nil taking meals at the 
same (able, the I idies generally farming »u 
overwhelming majority. After dinner, in 
the drawing-room, a little music andsinging 
sometimes take; place. The t'ttisinr is first- 
rate, and the table covered in profusion with 
all the delicacies of the season. The charge 
of ten shillings and sixpence a day includes 
everything, except wines and spirits. But 
you are not char god. as at Singapore, for 
the meals at which you art not present— 
that b»rather “too bad." 

Having titii ned, we soon obtained a car¬ 
riage mid pair of excellent horses, in very 
good style, with a Milky coachman, and 
drove out to the Beat of Mr. Billingsley, at 
Claremont, called the 11 Vi/w-yurd," six miles 
from town, where we were invited to spend 
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the two nest days, and received the kindest 
hospitality. 

The “ Vineyard ” is one of the finest estates 
in the Colony, and has been improved at a 
great expense by its liberal owner. The 
garden around the house is filled with beau¬ 
tiful flowers, both exotic and indigenous, 
laid out with much taste; but the greatest 
sight is the avenue of grapes, over an ele¬ 
gant iron frame-work, supported by light, 
pillars, 1000 feet in length, and about twelve 
in breadth, arched over, and completely 
covered from the top down to the ground, a 
height of fifteen feet, with the moat beauti¬ 
ful black and white grapes, such as in 
England could only be produced in a hot¬ 
house. 

1 have never seen anything approaching to 
it on the continent, and believe, as a vine¬ 
yard of choice grapes, nothing equal to it 
exists anywhere. Other fruits, us peaches, 
[>ears, melons, dec., were growing in the 
same abundance: one pumpkin was pointed 
out to me, as big as a barrel of beef, and 
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appeared quite a curiosity. All European 
vegetables were in great perfection; the 
dessert was composed of such a variety and 
profusion of choice fruit, all out of the 
garden, that it surpassed any tiling one con 
imagine at home, and made me long to 
dvu ll in this delightful climate, which pos¬ 
sesses equally every other advantage. 

Opposition omnibuses to TVynhetg, pass 
by the “ \ Ineyard ' every hour, mnl 1 re- 
turned to Cope Town in (he morning. 
They till well, the merchants coming to 
town by them, and returning to their stats 
in the a tic-moon, at the moderate fare of one 
shilling. 

19th February, J 850—It blew nil day a 
strong “ black south -eutiter,” preventing 
any coimutmicfltion with the shipping. 
The bouts are able to go off well enough, but 
cannot get buck again, so that the mail 
from England by the 11 Persia/ 1, could not 
be landed before the next driy : it might 
have been many day?, these south-casters 
being very' uncertain in their duration. 
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fhe top of Table Mountain wag covered 
with the ll table-cloth," well spread, and 
looking very dirty: the clouds of sand and 
fine gravel stirred up in a)L the streets on such 
occasions render walking in some directions 
quite impossible; the town is deserted, 
and strangers may be seen twirled about, 
and driven out of their course, by the sudden 
gusts coming down irom the mountain. 
The fine gravel pelting against one’s liu*» is 
ho painful, that I found walking sideways, 
or backwards, tlie only possible way of facing 
it- 

Resident gentlemen wear a blue veil 
round their huts, which they find during 
south-easters a very useful protection against 
the dust- To a new coiner, it has a rather 
singular appearance, hut that day’s experi¬ 
ence convinced me of the utility of adopting 
this article of female apparel. Railroad 
fine wire spectacles would bo more conve¬ 
nient, and answer the purpose well. 

20th February—This was a beautiful 
day, and a gentle breeze rendered walking 
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out in the heat of the sun very pleasant, 
although the thermometer stood 80 in the 
shade. 

I visited the Botanical Gardens, very 
prettily laid out, containing choice specimens 
of plants and trees. They ore open every 
day to strangers tmd subscribers only: to 
the public, twice a week, when die band 
ploys* The Public Library and splendid 
Exchange Roams are nko freely open to 
visitors in the most liberal manner; they 
contom t besides a valuable and extensive 
collection of books, every English periodical, 
the latest newspapers, and all the local and 
Indian papers. They are closed at six, at 
which curly hour all the shops are shut in 
Cape Town j this being the general custom, 
gives to the tradespeople plenty of leisure- 
time, without detriment to business. Our 
London shopmen, slaving till midnight, as 
they often do, might well envy this u early 
closing," 

A new jetty bus just been finished at the 
bottom of the HeercngracJit, in the most 
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central part of the town, mid is a great 
improvement upon the old one, some distance 
off. 

Visited Somerset Hospital. It is well 
situated on a rising ground in front of the 
sea, can contain one hundred and fifty pa¬ 
tients, but had not more than a score, and 
those with diseases of a mill nature. It 
speaks volumes for dm salubrity of the 
climate, as all civilians, seamen, natives, and 
paupers, are sent to this hospital. The 
surgeon told me that it was an unusually 
healthy time, and that, during epidemics, 
and in some seasons, the beds were all filled. 
The charges are one s hillin g and threepence 
per day, for all classes—three shillings for 
masters and chief officers of ships; paupers 
are admitted without I’lmrge, in pauper 
wards: in some cases, reductions can be 
made on these charges. 

There is also a m|litnry hospital for the 
garrison, which I Iwd no time to visit. J 
next went out curiosity hunting, but found 
Kaffir weapons, &c., scarce. 1 picked u^, 
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however, some assegais, &H’ made of wood, 
by the Zooloh Kaffirs, near Port Natal, and 
other articles carved in hard wood and in 
use amongst them: also ‘Walking-sticks, 
made of the rhinoceros' horn and skin : this 
last called H shnmbock "• by the X>ntdi, 
when polished, is send -transparent, not 
unlike amber, and inflicts so severe a blow, 
that in iurmer times, when slavery existed 
in lhe Colony, by the Dutch law, n master 
was fined fifty dollars for striking any of 
his slaves with the shambock. That law is 
now obsolete, slavery having been abolished 
in 1834. 

r heard to day, for the first time, that a 
great inland lake had been discovered north 
of Lattufcoo, some hundred miles beyond the 
Cupc frontier,and that two travellers, who had 
been there, were now on the point of starting 
from Cape Town to explore it again. Such 
a discovery may prove of importance to¬ 
wards the civilization of the interior of 
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Africa, a country in to which it has hitherto 
b(sen bo dilfkult to penetrate. 

Passenger from the H Childe H[uold/ 
wrecked ud Dosseri's Island, the day site 
billed, were brought back by the steamer: 
news arrived n\so t that the passengers and 
most of the crew of the 11 Nepaiil, 1 ' lost in 
J l !etteinberg r a Bay had reached the shore 
ou a raft, and I learned, by chance, that the 
passengers were Mr. and Mrs, Drago, iny 
old acquaintances of Poona, who. I knew, 
intended returning to England, when Hast 
saw them, by the overland route. It would 
have been fortunate, had they done so T 
having had a most narrow escape of their 
lives, and probably the loss of all their 
effects, the vessel being a fotal w reck. 

It appears that the Phcnnbt steamer wm 
in Mosset Bay at the time, And passed 
not far from the u Nepaul/* on the same 
day that all her people were standing on the 
poop, every minute expecting a watery 
grave, their bouts being all stove, and none 
being able to reach them from the shore.* 
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As they would not arrive at Cape Town 
before my departure, I left a card with a 
friend to be given to them, which would 
surprise them a little, not knowing that 1 
had gone on from India to China, instead of 
home, . * 

1 should think that a steam-tug would » 
answer well at 'the Cape. A^W days befcre 
my arrival, thgt*‘ PbtEiiix ” had towed round 
Green Point, where ah® was lx.calmed, and - 
in danger of drifting on the rocks, the. * 
Dutch corvette, w SmnJbrtr," and the English » 
barque, “ Queen," for which she got £3(10 
and £225. A tu^ suited for these siafc, 
cruising off Cape Agulhas if) calms and 
contrary winds, or outside of Table Bay, 
might often l>e of service to the numerous 
homeward-bound East Indiamen, detained 
near these parts; communication with the 
shipping during strong southeaster^, would 
then ho id ways practicable. On met it ton¬ 
ing the subject to a merchant, he *told me 
that the high price of fuel, was the principal 
- obstacle to so useful an enterprise. | 
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I regretted much not being able to 
% visit tiie government establishment for 
lepers, on Itobben’s Inland, containing more 
jg than one hundred coses, uud in u. medical 
point of view, a most Lute res ting sight. 

* The people hove ilu aversion to sjeing lepers 
about the streets, under a vulgar impression 
of'tlit uulitdv Living contagious, ami they 
would be likely to ill-i rent any leper found 
■» ■ , ot large. On this account, they arc oil 
' removed to llobbeu Island and are carefully 
| attended to. 

"" Robbeu Island is only a few miles from 
the mainland, but the uncertainty of getting 
back, from contrary .winds springing up, 
and the certainty, in snob a ease, of being 
left behind at the Cnpe by the ship's sailing, 
were sufficient reasons to deter me from 
attempting to proceed thither. I did not, 
ou the some account, like to venture so far 
as to vkil mf friends at Simon's Town. The 
Admisw had been* recalled, with tlie bag- 
ship, *♦ Southampton," and replaced by a 
Commodore, which must detract from the 
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naval importance of the place, and be a lews 
to the inhabitants. The most interesting 
object there to me, would have been the 
notorious “ Neptune " convict-ship, which 
was only waiting for a fair wind to depart. 

A gentleman who was advising me to 
ascend Table Mountain, not knowing that I 
had recently done so, told me a very gmd 
anecdote of a traveller, not many years ago, 
who-was anxious" to sec the top, and was 
told by some friends that the fluke of an 
anchor was the most curious thing to notice 
on the summit, where they took care to have 
one conveyed, and portly buried in the soil. 

A day was fixed for the ascent, and the 
anchor was the first thing looked for by our 
credulous friend, who, not suspecting the 
trick, in publishing hw travels actually 
described t he anchor as the most remarkable 
and unaccountable thing he had met with, 

1 give this merely ns l hod it related to me. 




A YUYAUK TO CULNA 229 


chapter xn. 

Gltarintii Day In tha annate cjf lb* €&{« of Goad TTopc— 
Dcpiitfyjre of ih*i “Nopinno^ Coftvict-flbijk* for V *n 
Isicinnn'^ Lam I — i^eji^b and IILuinmalitJiir tn Cupu 
Ti>wtl — H igh pnsiliun of tha Cfihauj — Vmm Amftigit 
ihe C^ULLkRtJS—Tyraunj rjf Earl Gfflf-DfguW at*!* 
r;rf Van Diimiin'i l^nil—EvJ b of a PruiVt -Sid Element — 
Happy State nf Sscmicy in tTim Cape Colony Evili uf 
in trod nid ConTktt Into It—Popularity uf Sir Harry 

Smith — HLs admirable line tn L Conduct — R L >iH>1ijt »L>tu 
of thi? Aaaagiitittii-p Mif lu^ ii ^ of Mitt Jtl- 

liatiLtuiLft — Abme of Power—Phslgn taken by tlia 
Cjtcmbte—Insuhor-JiniLi Min thu CoDTittH m\ iheLr 

Vojag? to Van Dtemali'a U/ul-Tlm Author ft.tom* to 
England. 

21sr February.—T he twenty-first of 
February, IS50, is a glorious day in the 
annals of the Cupc of Good Hope. Thw 
morning departed frotn Us shores the “ Nep¬ 
tune,” eonvicl -ship, for Van 1 Hemsn’a 
Land, after ti stay of five months. {tending 
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the derision of the Home Government. 
The joyful event was reived at Cape Town 
by die ringing of all the church-belts; flags 
were displayed from every house and public 
building. The shopkeepers all took down, 
for the first time, their shutters, which for 
five months had been allowed to remain up, 
in sign of mourning, by universal consent, 
and ei general ilium [nation wag ordered 
to tnke place Fit night* with immense bon¬ 
fires on the Lion's; Rump, and other elevated 
points. 

A grand dinner for the members of the 
Anti-Convict Association, was also to take 
place* which* with address of congratula¬ 
tion to the governor from all parts of the 
Colony, most happily closed this source of 
continued excitement and interruption to 
business, which might have ended in a 
serious drama to the inhabitants* 

The subject is probably Inmillar to most 
people at home, but ro me, who hod just 
arrived from China, it waa quite new* as the 
qews had not yet reached when 1 left. I 
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took therefore great interest in it, and was 
glut I ro be upon the spot ut its fortunate 
rermlnarium ] say “ fortunate, 5 * fur I have 
not the slightest doubt that, had ir been 
otherwise, and the convicts landed and 
dispersed throughout the Colony, from that 
day the ruin of the Cape would have dated. 

From the high position ir now occupies us 
a free, independent, wealthy, and rapidly 
improving province, more suited than all 
others to new settlers of means and respect¬ 
ability from Great Britain, it would have 
fallen at once Into the degraded petition of 
a penal settlement, soon to be followed by 
the depredation of property, and a certain 
stop to free emigration* The finger of scorn 
w ould have been pointed at that once happy 
land : all those amongst die better classes 
who could afford to leave would have been 
likely to return home, so gTeat is the aver¬ 
sion of must people, and justly m, to a resi¬ 
dence in a convict settlement- 

The Dutch and English, who appear to 
be uri very good terms, u fraternized" irU 
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on this trying occasion* The former are by 
far the more numerous, and opposed it to a 
man. They felt it was a measure that was 
to u make, or muf " them* They had 41 set 
their lives upon a cast, and stood thehazard 
of the die.* 1 Perhaps there never was an 
instance of such i>erfect union amongst a 
whole people* 

Some of their resolutions have been called 
too violent, and going too far; hut 4i a 
strong disease requires a strong remedy. 11 
Half measures would not have succeeded 
with the Home Government, and the victory 
would have been Inst, Their longstruggle f 
crowned with ultimate success, h the best 
answer to any objections of that kind* The 
folly r the injustice and the tyranny of Karl 
Grey in attempting to convert the most use¬ 
ful and finest of all our colonies into a re¬ 
ceptacle for felons, a re q ui te i n explicable* 1F 
the blunder arose from ignorance, it was 
unpardonable] if from design, worse still. 

Everybody who has any knowledge at all 
utonr colonies knows that Australia will not 
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receive convicts at any price, and Van Die- 
man's Land, the only place to which they 
are now sent, b loud hi its outcry against 
the system which has selected it for the un¬ 
enviable privilege of receiving monthly im¬ 
portations of the outcasts of society, This, 
m shown by statistic^ if continued, will 
prove the ruin of that line island. 

Some years ago I visited Tasmania, as it 
is now culled, and for several reasons Should 
have been induced to settle there, having 
received sin appointment under Sir John 
Franklin's government. But, during a few 
months' stay, I saw sullicient of the convict- 
system p and its influence on the Colony, to 
disgust me with the place, and 1 iound 1 did 
not stand alone in that opinion. 1 therefore 
left it, but have ever since taken a lively in¬ 
terest in the question. Now Tasmania has 
always from its first occupation been a penal 
settlement, and no hardship was inflicted on 
the now settlers who came there knowing the 
fact, and at that lime profiting by it, as eon^ 
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vict servants were assigned to thorn at a 
trifling expense. 

The moral stain p diffusing itself like a 
slow poison through the veins, having now 
injected every corner of the beautiful island 
of Tasmania, the Jree population of the pre¬ 
sent day* a better educated and superior 
class of people to the earlier colonists* find 
out the endless disadvantages arising from 
it, and would willingly castoff the yoke of 
pollution.. 

To attempt to thrust such evils upon 
any well-established country* and above all 
others upon the Cape, which for upwards of 
two centuries has been & free Colony, under 
both Dutch and English rule* is monstrous 
and abominable** 

Ihe great majority of the population in 
the towns and rural districts in ihe Cape 
Colony are of a highly moral and religious 
disposition; crimes amongst the labouring 
classic arc of rare occurrence, and women 
eon travel from one end of the Colony to the 
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oilier unmolested, police being unknown. 
Tlic farm it in the interior is away from hid 
home six months out of the year, for the 
purpose of selling his produce, or of super¬ 
intending the rearing of It. All this time 
he le ives unprotected, in perfect confidents, 
his wife and daughters, who feel os secure 
without as with him. But there cun he no 
doubt, that soon after the landing of a few 
batches of Lord Grey's “pets," as brought 
by the/* Neptune," this primitive ui id Imppy 
state of security would soon be broken up. 
Many of the convicts, too idle to work, 
would take to bush-ranging, for which the 
interior, with its widely-scattered farm-, 
offers great facilities. 

The native population would soon acquire 
the vices of the new comers, and criminals 
might escape Into the interior, beyond the 
boundary, and evade the arm of justice. 
An expensive rural jk.iI ice would be required, 
and, in such a country, could he of very 
little service. To men of their description 
the cheapness of intoxicating liquors would 
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also prove an evil, Altogether, there seems 
to be only one view to the question, and that 
one, eve ry man in his senses at the Cape 
has adopted, it was a splendid instance of 
resistance by the most purely constitutional 
measures, to an act of the Minister, arbi¬ 
trary, impolitic, and illegal. 

The triumph acquired by such means, by 
a handful of men, proves ihcni worthy of 
the race from which they sprung, and is a 
tine lesson for powerful states and empires 
to profit by. Well may the Gape Colonists 
exclaim;— 

JJ Thrice ii ha irmM why bull \m qtiitml 
The governor, Sir Harry Smith, who is 
exceedingly popular^ and has the welfare of 
the Colony at heart, was placed in u very 
difficult position —that of having to please 
tivo masters, the Home Goveriiment s and 
the sl Vox populP around him. 

^ lion the supplies wore stopped from all 
people having any connection with the 
Crown, he waa obliged to send to Madagas¬ 
car and the Mauritius for beef, flour* and 
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other necessaries, for the troops and the 
fleet, lie might have proclaimed martial- 
law, and helped himself, but he did not do 
so. At the same time, lie refused to send 
the “ .Neptune iF away. On his own respon¬ 
sibility, he promised not to bind the convicts, 
but to wait for further orders In answer to 
the dispatches ho had sent to Lord Grey. 
Ilis conduct throughout was fair, prudent, 
and considerate: few would have been found 
to act with more conciliation in such an 
emergency. 

As some of the resolutions passed by the 
members of the Anti-Convict Association 
may not be uninteresting, I give an extract 
from the African Commercial Adver¬ 

tiser of the 22nd of September, 1849*— 

“ The arrival of the “ Neptune,” with 282 
convicts on board, whose * destination,' ac¬ 
cording to the Secretaty of State, is—* the 
Cape of Good (lope, there to he dispersed 
among the inhabitants of the districts* has 
called into action the system of self-protec¬ 
tion, with which every inhabitant is now- 
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thoroughly acquainted, and according to 
which every individual knows wlint duty he 
has to perform. It is simply this:— 

u That until a xatLyfactory asmranee shall be 
given by his Excellency the Governor^ that the 
1 Neptune* 1 with her prisoners, trill leave these 
shoresj no supplies of any description trill be 
furnished to that ship, or /or her use, or to 
any public department in whose charge she 
may be placed; or to any public department in 
the remotest degree implicated in hn* detention ; 
and all connection with any person mho may 
assist in landing, supporting, or employing 
these convicts will be droppedi' 

The proceedings of the colonists, timing 
the Inst five months have placed the landing 
and dispersion of the convicts out of the 
question- They have removed the cxeeu* 
lion of such measures from among the l% pm- 
>.ihiliticl' contemplated by Eurl Grey, when 
he wrote his private letters to Sir Hurry 
Smith in August and September of last year. 
Hut hte Excellency still entertains the opi- 
Anon that, without violating his duty to the 
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^ueeti and the Colony committed to his 
charge, he wuy detain the convicts on board 
the " Neptune, 1 in Simon's Bay, until he 
receives replies to certain despatches on the 
subject, addressed to the Secretary of State 
which lUfiy bo expected in a month or six 
weeks. 

in this view of his duty, us Governor of 
tins Colony and her Majesty’s representa¬ 
tive, the inhabitants feel It impossible to 
i oucur with him. They consider the attempt 
to convert an old established free Colony into 
n penal settlement, against the remonstrances 
of the inhabitants, to be not only injurious, 
despotic, and tyrannical in itself, but. beyond 
the constitutional prerogatives and recog¬ 
nised powers of the crown of Great Britain, 
An act of L’urliament, in general terms, au¬ 
thorizes the crown, by orders in council, to 
Tmine uny place within or without the British 
dun i in ions, to which convicts may be con¬ 
veyed, and to convey them to sneh place. 
But, etin any one admit that, by virt ue of this 
act, tlie Queen may convey them into the,. 
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private houses of gentlemen in England, or 
into Lunibeth Palace, or into St, Paul's 
Cathedral, or into Prance, Kussia, China, or 
Japan? 

When lhe general terms of an act of 
Pariiumeet are not guarded by limitations 
expressed in the act itself, common sense, 
the lavs of nature and religion supply 
the deficiency. Thus the Queen has the 
power i.-i' declaring war, arid proceeds to 
nets of hostility against a. friendly power 
without cause, or to make pence with an 
enemy on terms utterly disgraceful and 
ruinous to the kingdom, her ministers may 
Ire made to answer for it, with their liberty, 
their property, or their lives. There is 
nothing bettor known in constitutional his¬ 
tory than the abuse of power —that is, the 
exertion of prerogative in the prosecution of 
inconsistent with justice and huma¬ 
nity—objects not expressly excepted in laws 
written on the fleshy tables of the human 
heart. 

/ "Of those objects the case now in bund 
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furnishes an example; and the people here 
are confirmed in this opinion by the repented 
declarations of the present ministers them- 
selves, uttered in Parliament, in the face of 
the world, and by the clear admission, in 
t heir official despatches, that in no case should 
convicts be forced upvn a colony against the 
wishes of the inhabitants. 

11 In the present case, Lord Grey has vio- 
luted all those pri nciples. Against the wishes 
of the inhabi tants he lias procured the iuser- 
tiou of the Cajte among the places to which 
convicts may be conveyed. Against the re¬ 
monstrances and protests of the inhabitants, 
he has ordered a cargo of convicts to he con¬ 
veyed to these shores. In violation of the 
promises and pledges gi ven by himself and 
his colleagues, he perseveres in this measure, 
i'or this abuse oj power, it is hoped that there 
will be found virtue enough in Parliament 
and the country to in diet upon bun the 
punishment he deserves. 

in the meantime, the inhabitants fed per¬ 
fectly justified, as men and British subjects,. 
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to meet lliis abttse of power with an unqua¬ 
lified refusal to submit to it. They do not 
deem it becoming, or cjqjedient, or safe* to 
wait for orders from the minister, which they 
have previously determined not to obey, nor 
to permit any one here to enforce, if they 
prove to be in any way inconsistent with 
the demands which they have made—that 
the convict ship and prisoners shall leave 
these shores. They are not negotiating with 
the minister. They peremptorily deny the 
i.xiatence of the right which he has usurped 
of making the Cape a penal settlement. 
They declare plainly that they will not sub¬ 
mit to the execution of his unconstitutional 
decree. They require no answer. Tiny will 
wait for none. And. to the governor, they 
respectfully represent that they are a por¬ 
tion of the British people, possessing certain 
rights, which they will not allow either Lord 
l irey, or anyone else, to violate; and that 
lie is the representative of a constitutional 
mid limited monarch, among whose prero¬ 
gatives that of converting the Cape of liood 
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Hope into a penal settlement, against the 
itmhw of thi* mh&hitante) b not To be found. 

Why then should lie wait ibr further 
inst met ions from Lord Grey? 

The presence of the convict-ship is a 
wrong, an insult, an injury* ft perpetuates 
the degradation find disgrace of the Colony 
in the eyes of the world. It diverts tins 
eyes of respectable emigrants, possessing 
character, enterprise! and capital^ from a 
country to which they were beginning to be 
netiemlly attracted. It is sapping the seti- 
ti id eh Us of loyalty in every heart. It en¬ 
dangers the peace of the community, and 
brings into peril and hazard the property 
and life of every individual composing it- 
And for what ostensible purpose ? That 
these unhappy convicts may Ik- kept afloat 
a month or six weeks longer than they 
would be if the ship were immediately to 
depart. For she must go away at last - and 
where to? 

The colonics to the eastward arc by this 
time in a state of determined opposition 
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perhaps not confined to words, which would 
nmko tb« conveyance of ticket-of-leave men 
thither a mere consignment to destruction. 
They would not be received. They would 
not be employed. They would not be sup¬ 
ported. Let the Governor and Surgeon- 
Superintend ant, therefore, arrange, without 
a moment's unnecessary delay, to convey 
these unfortunate victims of ministerial in¬ 
capacity back to the authorities from whom 
they received their instructions, add:tig, if 
11uv think fit, a recommendation that, in 
consideration of their good conduct and 
protracted sufferings, a free pardon mny be 
granted to every one of them. 

At different meetings held in the Com¬ 
mercial Exchange by the members of the 
Anti-Con viol Association, it was resolved 
unanimously, —" That we, the undersigned 
colonist' and inhabitants of the Cape of 
Good Hope, hereby solemnly declare and 
pledge «nr tuith to each other that we will 
not employ, or knowingly admit into our 
'pt&bliskments or bouses, work with or for, 
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or associate with, any convicted felon, or 
felons, sent, to this Colony under sentence of 
transportation ; and that we will discoun¬ 
tenance mid drop connection with any per¬ 
son who m 3 Y assist in landing, supporting, 
or employing such convicted felons. Physi¬ 
cians, priests, judges, and executioners, may 
discharge their respective functions upon n!J 
such men without infringing the 1 pledge.' 

“ Tlmt the names of all persons acting 
contrary to the ‘ pledge, 1 after lxiing duly 
ascertained, he published in the newspapers. 

u That it is the duty of all good and loyal 
subjects of her Majesty at once, from this 
day, to suspend all business transactions 
with the government, military, naval, or 
civil departments, in any shape, or on any 
term*, until it is officially declared that the 
1 Neptune, ' with the convicts on board, will 

go aw:iy us so.is all necessary supplies ihr 

iicr voyage can be put on board, and that 
till intercourse and connection between pri¬ 
vate individuals and his Excellency and 
heads of the victualling department, shall be 
dropped from this day,'' 
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The Merchants, Auctioneers, Bakers. 
Butchers, Shopkeepers, and all other good 
and loyal people dealing only with such 
private individuals, m they know, and dearly 
understand to be unconnected with those 
departments, by or through which supplies, 
sufficient to afford a pretext ibr the detention 
of the convicts, may possibly be obtained:— 
4,1 And that the measures already taken tbr 
this purpose being too slow for the urgency 
of the case, it is recommended, that from 
this moment, nil shops and stores shall be 
closed, as for a solemn fast, except for the 
accommodation of ordinary private and well- 
known customers, that his Excellency may 
no longer be in doubt as to the impossibility 
ot detaining the £ Pest ship A vpltme* within 
the limits of this Colony. 

Indemnity Fund* 

11 We, the undersign ed a promise to pay to 
the treasurer of the Anti-Convict- Association 
the sums placed by us opposite to our names 
herein, for the purpose of Indcimufying 
those persons who have, or shall, suffer pecu- 
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tiiary loss by adhering faithfully to the 
‘ Pledge.'” To this the most influential 
people subscribed £50, and n great number 
from £10 to £2;» each, ao that a large sum 
was raised. The unofficial Members of the 
Legislative Council all refused to act, and 
resigned their seats. 

A subscription was also set on foot to 
supply the convicts wit li extra comforts and 
luxuries on their departure from Simon’s 
Bay for the remainder of their voyage. 
This being contrary to the rules of the ser¬ 
vice, the money was handed over to the 
authorities in the ship, to be distributed 
amongst those at. the end of the voyage 
who should be distinguished for good beha¬ 
viour. 

It appears, however, from intelligence just 
received, that so mutinous and disorderly 
was the conduct of the convict* in the “ Nep¬ 
tune,* on her voyage to Van Die nun’s Laud, 
that it was almost found necessary fur the 
captain to give orders to tire upon them, ami 
that the highest praise has most deservedly 
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been awarded to the officers and men com¬ 
posing the detachment of the 98th regiment 
(who were on board the ship, and have only 
just returned to the Gape), for their extreme 
forbearance towards the malefactor^ who 
were landed at Launceston, This fact, if 
any were wanting, Es another convincing 
proof that the spirited determination exhb 
hi led by the Cape tWoubts, in resisting such 
an objectionable importation into their jjeaee- 
fol homes, was highly praiseworthy, and 
cannot be too greatly applauded by every 
thinking and right-minded individual. 

On the 23rd lehruary, two days alter the 
celebrated “Neptune* 5 hud left Simon s Kay 
for \ an Ditnnan'e Land, we sailed out of 
Table Bay lor England. Having the wreck 
oj the f ■ Child e liaroUT 1 fresh in our memory* 
we gave Dasscn s Inland it tcide berth . 

Nothing particular occurred in our pas¬ 
sage across i he Atlantic until we eirrhted St. 

a 

Helena on the fith March, and Ascension ort 
the 10th; passes], on the 7th April, between 
tl(£ Islands of I* lores and Fayal, two of the 
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Azores, and, after a constant succession of 
gules of wind, arrived in sound nigs on the 
14th. A slant of wind up channel toot us 
in three days to the Downs, and, on the 
1 8th April, 18.50, I landed at Gravesend, 
rejoiced at finding myself treading once more 
upon English ground, which it was thought 
for three months I was never destined to 
reach again. 
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APPENDIX. 


CA£E OF TELE MAY'FLOW tiA* 

{SvtptiiF 73 .) 

Os UieSTth September, the cutter “May-flower,*’ 
commanded by an Englishman, «u utt «hed in 
tW Cmiton River, off second bar, by Chinese, hi n 
bunt pulling sixty oar*. who plundered and ret 
lire to ilic cutter, rtfter seriously wounding the 
master and some of the crew,— there being no 
sufficient force to resist so formidable an attack. 
The Chinese horn wns in app»*M** what U i»u- 
ally termed a Mandarin-bout, but probably a 
smuggler! and it ii al» probable that rivalry tn 
traffic bad as much to do in her capture a* her 
actual cargo, which consisted chiefly of opium. 
Within the Lust six months, two other vessels of 
U« class, American owned, Imre been cut tiffin 
a similar way; and we have already taken octagon 
i 0 remark, that however much individual ci-.es 
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are to be deplored, It can hardly be erpecEei] that 
redrew should be demanded by any poorer in treutv 
with China* 

If foreign vessel* will engnge in a dangerous 
and illicit EniISc, they must do so on their oirn 
responsibility s ttud it snemi by ns means unlikely 
that attempt* will be made to cut off all such ret* 
deli*, and that for realms we formerly assigned In 
nothing the raise of the H Kimnu* 1 ( C/iuta Mail t No, 
Alov 3) f and which we here repeat — 4 ‘ This 
■ort of traffic (smuggling opium between Cumiing- 
ULoon and Canton) was formerly carried on almost 
exclusive |>- by Chinese hoot men* who arranged 
with she mandarins to pay a certain proportion of 
the large bum they received per chest for their 
noorintarfereoce. The amount was lixeil, find so 
long a* it wnia paid, na questions were asked nor 
risk incurred. The charge, however, was so high 
** t0 in ^ 0ce foreign eft to place Fas trailing c titters 
on the river, which as they required smaller crews, 
mid paid no toU to the mandarins,, were enabled to 
carry opium at much lower rates* and thus secured 
most ol the employment. It h not convenient 
for the mandarins openly to interfere, much Jcm 
ro have so large a revenue cut off; and it is there* 
fore more than suspected that they have planned 
lilt destruction of ail the foreign smuggling craft 
on l he river* using the Ghmcae ioiugglers lor the 
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purpose; and os this is not the first, neither do 
we expect it will be the but, capture of vessels of 
the description of the * 4 Eanmn , 11 the owner* of 
which cannot expect redrew from their own 
author! Li ua, who, an the contrary are hound h y 
treaty to aiford the Chinese every facility for put¬ 
ting dow n soWi illicit traffic * 11 

The 11 MajHun Qv, 1 * 11 mmy lie renaeinhered, w ll^ 
a short, time aifo seized for linvltig smuggled goods 
on hoard, mid bring without papers. 8 he after- 
wards obtained a sailing letter from the Governor 
of Hong Kong, by virtue of width ihe hoisted 
English colour**—CA /jio Mail M Nov. 8. 


ACCOUNT OF T UK TEA PLANT* 

{.Sir piitf* IftS.) 

It ie pliiiLti'd in rows, and pruned to prerent 
luxtuiniicy* " Vml tracts of hilly hjuE isny* Sir 
George Staunton) are planitd with it, particular!j 
in the province of Fukien. Tip perpendicular 
growlb is impeded for the convenience of coltect* 
mg its leaves, wtiich is done fint in spring, and 
twice afterwards in the course of the summer* I tv 
long mid Lender branehea spring op n I most from 
the root without any intervening naked trunk. It 
is bushy like a rose-tree^ and the expanded petals 
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of the flower bear some resemblance to that of 
the rose. Every information received concerning 
the ton-phint concurred in affirming that it* 
qualities depended both upon the soil in which it 
grew, and the age at which the Leaves! were 
plucked off the tree, a* well as upon the manage¬ 
ment of them afterwards* The largest ami oldest 
leaves* which arc the lease esteemed, and destined 
for die use of the lowest classes of die people, 
are often exposed to sale frith little previous 
manipulation* and still retaining that kind of 
vegetable taste which is common to mast fresh 
plants, bin which vanishes in a lit tic time, whilst 
the more ctuejitLal flavour, characteristic of cadi 
particular vegetable, remains long without dimuiu- 
tkm. The young leaves undergo no inconsider¬ 
able preparation before they art delivered to die 
purchaser. Every h-nT passes through the fingers 
of a female, who rulh it up almost to the form it 
had turned before it became expanded in the 
progress of its growth. It is afterward* placed 
upon tiiin plates or nutbenwarp, or iron, made 
much thinner than can he executed by artists out 
of Chinn* It is confidently m id, in the conn try, 
tlutt no plates of copper are over employed for 
that purpose* Indeed, scarcely any utensil luted 
in China in of that metal, the chief application of 
which Is for coin. The earthen or iron plates art 1 
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placed over a charcoal Grr, which draws all re¬ 
maining moisture from the leaves, rendering them 
dry and crisp. The colour and a stringency of 
green tea lire thought to he derived front the early 
period lit which the leaves are plucked, and which, 
like unripe fruit, are generally green and acrid" 


PESTMTCTION OF CHINESE PIRATES- 

{$ct pap 17 &> 

(From tk C^pfliiv Jliii/ T Sn? fW, l 4 iV.) 

The fallowing i* the Government notification of 
the proceedings of the late expedition :— 

His Excellency her Majesty'* PleiHpobntiuy, 
&c_, has much satisfaction in publishing for gene¬ 
ral information the accompanying official cnurn'm- 
nitai:i«l t dated ” Chukeum, Cochin C!nnj p 23rd 
October 1840," from Corotmanier John C. Dai¬ 
ry m pie Hay, to the address of hi a Excellency 
Rear-Admiral Sir Francis A* Loilier, C+U.p 
CtriRDUtidcr-iii-Chief, n porting the huctr** which 
lias attended the opernrioiu of the n Columhine/ 
■» Fury" and 11 Phkgethon p H aided hj a party of 
officers and men from her MaJestjV ship “ Hast- 
ingSp"' at the entrance of the Ton quin Itivcr, 
ngaiust the piratical squadron under the command 
of the notorious Sbap-ting-wiL * 


■ 
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H Har MiJeBfcj'a at-wp GotuffllHiiv, 

11 Cbofcnin, Cochin tiling OcL 5-3, iSi&r 

<E Sir,— I hove die satisfaction to report to your 
Excellency the greet success of the cxpeditimi 
you did rue the honour to phit;e under my com¬ 
mand. Fifty-flight piratical vessels, mounting 
about t^OOguna, with crews of 3*000 men, have 
been totally destroyed by fire ; and, by the blessing 
of God, without the loss of one life of the otlicers 
and men under my orders* 

u After leaving Hong Kotig on the Btb of October, 
1 searched the harbours of Concuck, Sal Eel, St, 
John's* Mong, Momee, Sungyue, and Tit-hpak, and 
proceeded to Nowcliau. From in formation received 
there, I determined to proceed to Hni-buw, in Hai¬ 
nan, inside tin? shoals* and through the junk passage t 
for 1 JViund good pilots and junks with fourteen 
fret draught going through, and we drew little 
more limn fifteen Feet * Shap-ting-taai hod boosted 
he would go where English ships dared not 
follow him* This vaunt I determined id belie* 
We reached Hoi-how on the 13th, and found the 
Governor-General Ho, whom I visited at the 
capilal, in great fear of the pirates, and with a 
moat friendly feeling to the English nation. He 
immediately ordered A Mandarin, named Wong, to 
proceed with me, taking with Mm eight war-junks, 
ii[\d 1 gave him a psi i fig e* to proven l delay, on 
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board the 1 Fury, 1 On the 16th, wl- reached 
Chookuhiidp which the pirate-fleet had left lire 
liiijH before* pint! we found the name story of 
towns destroy'd, men murdered, mid women taken 
stwny, that mark hi* tr,:n:k along the con$U On 
Thursday, the JSth, we fell in. with one of his 
look-nut vestehp which,, haring got into shallow 
wolL-r, wt&a overtaken hy thf 1 PlilrgeLhon/ and 
destroyed by her boat*, under the com timed of Mr* 
Simpson* ilrut ufficcr. On the l&th, we readied 
Hoo-nong, his reported haunt,, and found he had 
gone about twelve miles further, and I feared we 
had lost him m T but that invaluable oIIjclt, Air. 
Daniel H* Oddwdl, impressed me so strongly 
with the correctness of liia informiitiijn H that I 
decided on a reconsmLsinuce in the f Phlrgethon,* in 
-«pite of our shortness of fuel; and proceeding in to 
Choke urn for that purpose, uti Saturday morning, 
the 320th, saw thirty-seVL ii of the fleet under weigh- 
"FrniuseVL D u'clacb until four* p.m>, like terrier* 
at a rat-hole , we tiunE.nl f«>r the cl inn n el. The n a 
pilot managed to escape from the shore. 1 pro- 
ended in the * PhkgeLhen/ with the * Fury' 
ttfttulflj and - Columbine 1 in tow, over the bar, 
fourteen feet fmud), and at 4,40 had the pleasure 
of finding all the ships warmly engaged- At n.fi 
Shup-ting-Leal's junk blew up with a tremendous 
crash* and at o*#0 they hud ceased firing. Befep 
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eight o'cLcict twenty-wren were iti domes, and thu 
squadron in position to blockade the river. On 
the illst oi' October, the steamer* and boats de- 
itnayti twenty-four more ; and nine of them gave 
Him tenant George Han cock ? in n paddle-box. boat 
o£ the * Fun , 1 aviated by Captain Moore, KM, 
mid Mr. Clraoj acting-male, with Mr* Leno, nn 
opportunity of distinguLshing himself* Two large 
junks turned to hay to defend the rv treat of the 
re*u hut Mr, Hancock ao handled his hunt anti her 
gun, that niter on hour and twenty minutes hr 
itad beaten them from the Sr guns, and carried them 
by boarding without loss, and then pursued and 
destroyed the other seven- Mr- Hancock 1 * baU- 
ncsa m attacking; and correct judgment id manng- 
ing tliis o flair, ait worthy of the highest praise; 
and Captain Moore, R.M* ; Mr, N. N. C, Lent*, a 
Brazilian Lieutenant; ami Mr. F* A. Close, sctidpv 
mate* gave him the granted aaffjgfmce- 

On Maudllji the ^nd r 1 proceeded in the 
1 Phlegethnn' and boats to destroy all that were 
left* We found that tile Mandarins bad destroyed 
four, and wa finished two others K Thu low flat 
lain mis at the mouth of the riv*r wore at times 
emcred with men deserted from the jKinks* yet 
siraid of the Cochin Chinese* who had fts^eiiiblod 
in great numbers to attack, them. Thu ships' 
befeit* and sm id I -arm men harasied rmd destroyed 
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many by con slant fire of ah ell mid ^rape, whilst 
the Cochin Chines destroyed and captnrrf the 
rest. From the best inforiuatian, it appearm that 
the fleet omsiated of sixty-four tettd* of nor, 
which limy be clfthdl a* follows:—■ 
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'* Of LbesC| two small of the third duns* mid 
four of the fourth have scaped with Simp-ling- 
t 5 fti p bill without much ammunition j and the Man¬ 
darin li snares me he will shortly destroy him—now 
mi easy prey. He took with him about 400 man \ 
^ t > that, I TOO having been killed, about 100 more 
remain in be fin ished by the 'kochm ChiMCsc, who 
have already sent prisoner* to the MamLirins. 

'* I shall now proceed to Hong Kong with nil 
despatch, i have the pleasure! of mentioning the 
exceeding good conduct of the olHcors and men 
during these laborious ftlul haanrdou* operatititi** 
Their unanimity, wllEngness, and cheerfukew, 
Lave made it tt most pknsant serrice, and no 
plunder, mpine # or misconduct, has tarnished 
their honoufi Mfijor-berieraI Wung, fcht? M 
Tin f proved himself & gallon tj active. and dlicitjn 
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nl Ev~n and I trust hia own government mny reword 
him for his good services. To have Cymiji.iihli r 
Wiilcox with me is I feel, to have success. As 
ll friend am] nn officer he is unequalled, and his 
ship 19 in such good order* tint I believe there h 
nothing he could not do. Hia judgment mid gal- 
I is inn-me mi an equal footing, Mr, Nibtet, of 
the * Phlegcthott' has handled hj* ship in a bold and 
determined manner, and has- given ine every 
assistance. Aa I w^s frequently obliged to be in 
the sieanrera, the command of thin sloop has de¬ 
volved upon Lieut J* H, Bridges, senior lieute¬ 
nant, and he Conducted her in action on the iJQth, 
with much ability, Lieut, Darn-ell* senior of the 
1 Fury/ in command of her boat^ h has also rendered 
good service. Captain Moore, of Lhe 1 Hastings* 
Marines hfi^ assisted me most materially in coin- 
*am& of that body, Lieut, Hancock and Mr. 
Chamber?, acting inate* in command of the re¬ 
spective detachments of 1 Hasting^' tuen have given 
me much satisfaction; and Mr. Rath bone, mid¬ 
shipman of the "Fury/ has biought himself into 
notice for his aieiiL F hate nlso to notice die 
name of Mr + Algernon Woorton, midshipman, a 
most promising young officer* who has acted a* 
my aid-de-camp, mid been very useful ou every 
occasion. 

1 have the honour to enclose a list of the 
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officers employed in the boat*, who* I have no 
doubt, would equally have distinguished themselves, 
if they hud hud the opportunity* 

11 1 enclose h journal of nay proceedings 
leaving Hong Kong; together with fiopio hydro¬ 
graphical rviruirha, compiled by Mr* Thonijj Kerr ( 
aedug-nuiHter of tills stoop, which will, 1 trust, 
be of service to commerce and navigation in the 
Guff of Touquin, hitherto *o little known. Mr. 
Xerr t during nil this very hazardous naviga¬ 
tion, b m proved, himself a careful and judicious 
officer. 

14 Mr, I). R. Caldwell, of the police-force i lias 
again proved his talent a-s a linguist, his intimate 
knowk-dge of the Chunsc ehajfnctur, mil the 
thorough correctness of hij information. To him, 
in a great measure, out success is to he attri¬ 
buted* 

+l Mr* Sons Lies, master of the Hong Kong Com- 
pany's steam vessel, 1 Cuatan/ did Isis wnrk wt-J I a* 
pilot, HS fi it as 1i<r WJ5 acquainted with the court. 
—1 liave the honour to be 4 sir* your most obe¬ 
dient, humble icrvant, 

M Jolts C« DaUeYIci-le Hay, Con inlander. 

11 Bis Excellency, Hear-Admiral, Sir Fraud* 
A. Collier, C, B., K. C* II., CDmjnajidcr-bi-Cliicf r 
fe," 



2C2 


A VOYAGE TO CHINA, 


GmcEirs wp Heu SluESTT'i SfiaviCE* Eu- 
PMJTtfl in Boats, with Small Amu De¬ 
tachments* ANU IN THE l+ PHL£ti E T'EJQ N /* 
Capta iw Thomas C_ C, Moore* JL M-, 4 Hast¬ 
ing*/ 

£Jtut *+—James E BHdgM/Columbisic^Cfertr^o 
ILmcock/ Hastings / Phillip W- Darnell and Ed¬ 
ward A* Blackett ' Fury;' G, E. S. Pearce Scru- 
cold, * Columbia^/ slightly wounded in boarding 
a junk * N* N„ C, Leao, 1 Fury/ Brazilian Lieut. 

Mtixten* —-W. IL Williams, 1 Fury / Acting, 
Thoms* Kerr, * Columbine. 1 

Milter Jctlihy — Em] is Cham here and F* A. 
Close,. 1 Iloatings/ Douglass Walker, 1 Columbine/ 
bitten by a Miuktv while in coin inn rut of small 
arm rue iu 

Assist.-Sttr $»<—-Dtlgjdd MV Iv-veit, £ Huntings/ 
John Murphy, 1 Fury". 

2nd L 'it'iii, J?i M* —R. G- Elnllidny* *II stings/ 
itei Clark* J, R, Bimifoldj ‘ Columbine/ 
Midshipmtm —St. George Rathborne anti A, K. 
Ford, * Fury / A* (j, WoontDa* 1 Columbine / T. 
Phillips, * Fury / C. C rowdy* F. A. Handheld 
nud G. R, Harvey* 1 CrJumbinr. 1 

Masters Assists. —R J + ‘Cot tun bine/ 

W, IT uuey, 4 Fury/ 

We team by the latent advices* that the pirate 
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chief; SUp-ting-tiiii ( who*, fleet was recently dt- 
strwed by the English rocnHjf-w&r + in the Gulf 
of Toiiqtiinjp had given id Ids submission to tbe 
Chinese government, on Eenus which secured 
office to himself jind his lieutenants* nod *mne*ij 
for Jhis followers. He is low a mandarin of tbs 
fifth grade* Hi* follower! nrc pardon*d p and 
* l e&eLbn*iely ndrcioni&hfid to return to their 
homes, and endeavour to become good subjects.'* 
On iho 4th of March* Captain Lochycr, in tin? 
Media {acting mi the requisition of tha Chinese 
local author! tics), nttacked and destroyed* in Mire 
Ba y, a fleet of iliirteen piratical jlinks, mounting 
from eight to eighteen gnus each- Two hundred 
and twenty of tins pirates were killed, and twenty 
captured; six hundred made their escape under 
cover of night. Captain Luckyer accomplished 
this semes without a casualty of any kind on our 
side* 
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Since my remarks on the above subject were 
written, mv attention hu been diswo to the opi¬ 
nions expressed by Lieutenant- Colonel Napier, in 
bis 11 Excursions in Southern Africa, and as th£v 
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>o precisely accord with my own sentiment*, I offer 
no apoli^y tbr introducing them in thi* place. 

The gal hint Cokrtid (who took on active part in 
Eh.- lute Kaffir war,) observes— 

“ A* the last porta on of this work was going 
through the press, the recent * Convict Question 
ae the Cape 1 Attracted a renewed degree of interest 
with [Jit 1 Public, from the decided apposition 
evinced by the inhabitants of thaE Colony, la a de¬ 
cision exposing the British Government not only 
to the imputation of having endeavoured to enforce 
an arbitrary and uneonitiUUioiml mcAltiro, hut 
likewise to ti breach of faith towards the iidtahi- 
tiiiita i j t an important and hitherto loyal portion of 
lier Mu jetty's dominions This step has not only 
excited in that Settlement the utmost consternft- 
IXo li , but I uni — in i fhnziod mouieiitof dopair — 
fairly driven it to [he very brink of actual rebel¬ 
lion \ mast seriously compromising, at the earner 
time, a brave and devoted servant of Her Majesty* 
who, on the most note inn assurance* from the 
highest quarters, had pledged himself towards the 
people whom he governed, that the Cape of Good 
Hope should not be thu* cun verted hi to a second 
* Norfolk Island/ <H 

“We shall hat/ 1 says an influential publica¬ 
tion of the day, 11 enter into the question of 
lie right of the Mother Country to force a 


A VQTAGE TO CHINA. 




Convict population. upon imy Colony of the Em- 
}ntf! r or whether a conquered Colony is no entirely 
at our mercy, that we cue hove the right to de¬ 
prive the Dutch Colonists of their slave kboiii\ 
paying them a 1 rilling campe nation fur their 1 ms, 
oTid thon supply thorn with Convict labour, 
equally ngaiuat their will; nr whether tho cdib- 
poct mnde with the Patl ram eniary Emigrants in 
im that the Colony should never be tile recep¬ 
tacle of Convjeta, is nut binding towards their 
descendant*: but we dcrprulest again* t the plea 
of the expenditure of one or two millions in the 
hile Kaffir war, p om prwtokvd by th# CtohnUU* 
giving the Mother Country the right to make the 
Cape a Cmviel Cufoiiy. Such a plnn is very like 
adding iusult id injury; for how stun-dii the 
matter!" 

With respect Ip this accusation bmught against 
the ScttJef&j of having been the cause of ihc lust 
ur any previous Kaffir war—ii h a charge isruredly 
without any foundation, These wars—aa I nhaJh 
in the course of the present work, very clearly 
prove—these war* originalcd in the most irus- 
token course of policy, obstinately pumiipfl to- 
wmrdf a set of faithless and rapacious savages who 
were constantly tempted to plunder the Coloniata 
with impunityi owing to the unprotected slate in 
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Tdikh the whole extent of the Eastern Frontier 

has invariably been left. 

Now* a* to thr^Gotmct Case" iUeif* it stands 
briefly as follows : when the question was Tir^t 
mooted, of converting the Colony ©f the Gape of 
Good Hope into a penal settlement, Sir Harry 
Smith strongly remonstrated against such a stop. 
In reply + be received an assurance from the 
Colonial Secretary of State, that thin measure 
should not be tarried into effect without the con¬ 
currence of its inhabitants; which assurance was 
accordingly commimiciited to them, and apparently 
quieted their apprehensions; for their dissent to 
the proposed ‘‘experiment*' had boon openly mid 
unanimously manifested* However* cre ^he ex- 
prr^ion of such sentiments had possibly time to 
iviich England, n vessel was i hence dispatched to 
Bermuda, with instmctlouH to convey from that 
island a certain nunifeer of convicted felon k, ior 
die purpose of being deported nmJ landed nt thf 
Cape of Good Hope, 

Such is a concise summary of the various cireum* 
^lances which have led to m unprecedented a state 
of affairs in that distant part of the world ; a pro¬ 
ceeding which—with very few exceptions—has been 
most severely onunadverted upon by the whole ol 
the British press* 
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Oh the ether hand, it ha* been raked, "Of what 
uiri xirc our Colonies?” And " What are we to do 
Without Convict* r I would reply, that in die pre- 
sent over-peopled nnd starving state of the Mother 
Country, " Emotion"—not " transportation"— 
would be the moat useful and legitimate purpose to 
which a Colony —qm yet but thinly peopled—and 
blotted with a. fine healthy climate—could, under 
existing circumstances, bo applied j but that most 
assuredly die prospect of being niimJgiinmted with 
the outcasts of society Isolds out hut a faint en- 
cooragetnt iH fur Emigrant*—having the krai claim 
on respectability —to repair thither. As regards the 
right or justice of such a measure, to compare am a] I 
thing* with great, it may be asked—.supposing 
always *ucli to be within the bound* of possibility— 
if, in order to remove from certain wretched quar¬ 
ters of the metropolis, that pestilence which for 
mum time punt has been decimating their squalid 
Inhabitant*! if for the accomplishment of so salu¬ 
tary ati object, It would he considered justifiable to 
tuns the course of t\um drain*, ceaapwili, and 
other sources of contagion, whence the above fx'ar- 
ful visitation ia auppomrd to have cm minted, into 
an entirely new channel —my along Carl tun Ter¬ 
race, St* James's, or the fashionable region* of 
Belgravia ? 1 will ask—should the pcrefibilitj of 
such □ contingency occur—whether the iphnbitti.nU 

n g 

-h 


268 


A VOTAGE TO CHINA. 


uf tioftii favoured parts of London which have 
hitherto, comparatively speaking, been free from 
infection, whether they would, with patriotic tun- 
taction, hail the boon time gratuitously thrust 
upon their acceptance, for the cicluiw bene tit *il 
another portion of the com in unity, or whether they 
would indignantly reject the sonic.* ? 

Supposing, as’a further aaniUiry precaution ill 
favour of the infected district*, it were proposed to 
make the various metropolitan grave-yard* yield up 
their mouldering and putrescent contents, and to 
pile up this festerinii uinss at the threshold ot cer¬ 
tain buildings in Downing Street, whence Iiisvl 
eiEn.lintctl those philanthropic revives *o kindly 
manifested towards the Colonists of the Cape—what 
would he the result of such benevolent—of such 
well-nicaning intentions? 1 will tell you, '11 k 
strongest rcnionslranees and universal dissaliaiuc- 
tion would be the immediate consequences; and 
the malcontents, not being strong enough to op¬ 
pose these obnoxious measures, would, sis far ns 
lay in their power, desert their hitherto salubrious 
and unpolluted abodes; whilst such as had the 
imprudence to remain might, in all probability, 
become speedily minted with the "prevailing 


tpidijtjuc/ 1 

I will ask : Would such a schema an the above 
JGe for n (tiomeut tolerated, or even listened to 1 
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And yul the e *ibh hi point h perfectly parallel; we 
are proposing to turn those foil! channels* repletu 
with moral filth, from the spot which has given 
them births and to inundate, with their revolting 
contents ^ tile rural and hitherto imcon Laminated 
pastures of Southern Africa! 

What then la the produce likely to en^ie from 
such a H dressing V* I can e-'II yon- An t T p^ tree 
will be engendered# whose deadly shades must 
Inevitably scare away not only future emigration, 
hut likewise drive the actual Sc tilers at the Cape 
to follow an example already provoked by the 
infliction of previous injustice— to mbamlod their 
adopted homesteads, and to avoid con land nation , 
by flying for safety lo llie boundless wllderue&a l 


KECENT OOCOlHliSC'ES ts CHINA, 

Since the arrival of she February rani], it lias 
bet'ii reports^!, and partially believed# that the 
Portuguese Government i* sending out n alrong 
naval force, and 3,000 troops# with a view to obtain 
satisfaction lor the murder of the Inte Governor 
of Mmo. It iii Alleged that Portugal pawned 
Goa to the East India Company fer £15^000* and 
that this fund furnishes her with the sinews of 
war* Tho English papers received by the MaJ\li 
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Tm\\ take u& notice of thU expedition, and we 
have doubts a* to the troth of the report, On» 
thing it certain* a Portuguese frigate of 44 guns 
arrived at Singapore early iu tins month; at Macao, 
she in looked far daily. This vessel brings out the 
new Governor.* 

The city of Canton, and the neighbouring towns 
and villages, an* Eiiilicted by a malignant fever. It 
is commonly calk'd typhus. Some European phj- 
aiemun are of opinion that it is akin to the yellow 
fever of the West Indies; others think that it 
resemble* [lie plague which desolated London two 
centuries ago. The disease is *dd to be fatal 
invariably j its victims linger three or four days* 
though, In flume insumcesj they have died in twelve 
hours, Muru than one European doctor would 
cheerfully ten Jit tlielf service-*—but the Chinese 
arc obstinate in their adherence to old custom— 
old ignorant quackery. This dktrmpeT has not 
made its appearance at the Factories. 

De ini of run Emfehoh of Crufts.—Shortly 
after 1 left Chimij died, on tiic£3thnf February, the 
Emperor of China, Tnu-Kwang (the Lustre of Kra- 
son), in the 6&th year of his age, and the 30th of his 
reign* The Foreign Consuls at Shanghai: received 
from the authorities there, on the ^Otb of March, 

i* * Hu died shortly after his arrival u Macm. 
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an official notice that hi* Majesty the Emperor 
«bad departed upon the great journey, and had 
mounted upwards on the dragon to he a guest on 
highThe nomi nati on of a successor rests alwaj s 
with tins Emperor, ami, before hi* death, Tau- 
Kwnng decreed that his fourth and only surviving 
BOt , should succeed him. He ascended the throne 
the day of the Emperor's death, and is to reign 
under the title of Sashing, lie is only nineteen 
years of age. Keying, the former Viceroy at 
Canton, is appointed hU principal guardian, and 
will no doubt hold a high and an influential posi¬ 
tion in the cabinet. It is not likely that any 
material change in the policy of the Government 
will take place, but from lire enlightened diameter 
of Keying, and his knowledge of foreigners, ihr 
tendency of any new measures will probably be 
towards a more liberal conn*- The customs and 
prejudices of the people, and their tranquillity, 
will of course, however, always occupy the chief 
coiuiiicnuiaii- 


MlfiBIOKARY LABOUtta IN CHINA. 

CijiM a bsiing uow cap^nedp jut it ettiisidkrrctl t Q 
be, to the rest of the world, the European public 
cue euxurti* to obtain as much information as 
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sibte rein live to the Celestial Empire. The fol¬ 
lowing particulars respecting the labours of the 
Missionaries ttt that country, were lately coiuiuu- 
TUCated in two lectures, delivered at the Town 
Hall, Brighton, by Mr, Fair brother, a gentleman 
who has recently returned from the “Flowery 
Land.” 

Mr. Fnirbrother commenced by stating that he 
had resided a considerable limp in various parts of 
Chinn, hut bin] been compel led to return to 
England on account of ill Imnlth. He then 
expressed his desire that the tri»pel [night be 
extended to the Chinese nation, nml he fervently 
hoped that it would be, through the exertions now 
made in this country to send forth mi Canaries 
with the - Booh" (the Bible) tti their hand, tn 
convey the joyful tidings to a nation so deeply 
plunged in idolatry as the Chinese were. He then 
proceeded to give some account or the opinions 
entertained by the Chinese themselves, especially 
thofce of their literary men. They divided history 
nto three parts i—I. Tile first, which they re- 
girded as lit lie more than fabulous. 2. The 
probable. 3. The certain. (This agree* pretty 
Well with the three grand historical divisions made 
by Europeans,] He thought that formerly the 
more learned Chinese entertained ideas of the 
Most Highest; but these seemed to have been 
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lost wight of by the Chinese of the present dtty r 
and idolatrous Worship was very general. 

Mr- Fairbrother thought that the tranquillity 
of China might perhaps be attributed a good dea] 
to tilt* almost universal education of the people, of 
which he proceeded to give some instance*, The 
missionaries laud begun to ca»t type in the Chin use- 
character, hoping, through the ia l *t rumen ini ky of 
the press, to promote the circulation of the On*- 
pui, wiiL-n one day n Chinaman cauie into the place 
where the type was being Cast* and a hundred that 
they were casting the same sort of moveable type 
which tbty (liae Chinese] had in the interior of 
the country! At firetj thin, was treated a_i a mere 
idle story ; but subsequently some missEonruie^ 
penetrated Further into the country* and ni u cer¬ 
tain place they found a person In possession oi 
many tliotuftink of moveable type* beautifully 
cast in brass, and the workmanship of which 
far superior to that which the missionaries bad 
cant They offered the owner of ibi« moveable 
type £S,200 for the property, which he reflated, 
and the purcliow was abandoned, as tile flfbismiift- 
riei did not feel themselves justified in offering a 
greater sum. 

Throng hunt China there were a great Humber 
of charitable imtitutianH, under the pitr&mige of 
the Emperor* but supported by voluntary rq*itri- 

s 3 “ 
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but! dus. Some of the buildings of these Institu- 
lions were very large and Ttrnr .inci^nt, but the 
institutions themseI tps were in some casea far 
mote ancient than the buildings. For instance* 
one had Ven founded eleven hundred years before 
Christ 5 another, two hundred Tears before the 
Cllliftkli era Some of these institution4 vtrir 
what we call 11 ll inn nr Societies* established for 
the restoration of persons in danger of being 
dmwned ; and Mr. Falrbrother gave some details 
rtliittTe to these establishments. Other* were 
ins tit Lit ion h of uni vernal beneirolmce, fnr the sup- 
port of the sick and poor, and rapedally of 
orphans, He described China an ftTnQzSnglv popii-* 
lous, Co In what direct i on you Blight, you were 
astonished at the vast multitudes of people. Yet 
there were no roads ; only fontpatbt over the 
whole empire - and along these footpath* persons 
of distinction were conveyed in vehicles reaeiu- 
bling our sedan-eluiirs. At stated perioda, a census 
wna taken of the whole population, ft wfis done 
in this way :—Every housekeeper was ordered to 
wriio on a black hoard, suspended at his door, the 
number of inmate* 111 his house. On a certain 
day* lhe tything-man collected these boarde from 
every ten houses* He then 11 muled die boards 
over to tin* streat officer* lie gave them tu the 
officer of the district; and he gave them to the 
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governor of the city* who forwarded them to the 
governor of the province^ by whom they wer a 
forwarded to the Imperial Governaioui—so that 
great reliance might be placed mi these sta rustical 
returns. By the tast census the population of 
tho empire amounted to fltil millions (in round 
numbers}* 

We must litre pause a moment# The JPeaf- 
min*irr JfrtnVw for October, 18411, says that ** With 
regard to populous eicas, the evidence lb tolerably 
conclusive that there is no pari of Clkilm so densely 
populated us the county of Middlesex, or the de¬ 
partment of the Seine* 1 (in France); and 8 here In 
evidence p we think, that Chirtn is by no means so 
populous us it once wift Lieutenant John Oueh- 
toriony p who penetrated into China after Uw war, 
says (page 471]}, “ Tlic oppeanince of Nankin front 
the summit of the Porcelain Tower was somewhat 
disappointing-—fully fiiur-liftha of the space en¬ 
closed by rampiifis revealing to us only a (met of 
cultivated land, instead of tlic teeming trw$» of 
buildings which we had been led to expect j" and 
most of the houses Lheiu*vJvei are only one 
storv login Tin.' 1 walk of Pekin enclose many 
void speeij destitute of habitation a,, with fields 
and gardens devoted to the growth of*ve^e- 
tables. 

Mr. Furliille [ U auderiugM in CAi^a* p. £04), 
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says, ** It would be ridiculous to assert, os some 
hive da^O| tbit even the grenter part of China i* 
under cultivation. Ou the contrary, by fax the 
prater part lifts in a ataie of nature, and hue never 
been disturbed by the hand of min, I am anxious 
to state this fact in express terms, in order to set 
those right who buve been led to believe that eve tv 
I mh land in the empire, however bleak and 
hrurtti, U tinder c a kiwi lion, having given way to 
Chinese labour and skill, I myself, before I visited 
C'liijia, was under the name im predion ; but the 
first giiiFice at tlie rugged mountainous sharia soon 
convinced me of iny error. 11 Tile supposed general 
scarcity of food in Chinn is equally incorrect* as 
nmuy hitherto entertained notions. Rice u sdI- 
dgm imported, and “ it la sometimes a difficult 
matter iu get through the slrecU for the immense 
ipmntities of iisli, pork, fruit, and vegetables which 
crowd the stands in front of the shops, * * ■ f 

believe that in no country in the world is there Jeas 
ical misery and want than in Chino, The verv 
beggats are a jolly crew, and are kindly treated fay 
the in habitants,” 

Mr. Fdrbrotlicr stated, kiw^vcf, that some cities 
in Chiim contained three mi) Hons of inhabitant*: 
others two* ami many of a million each. One 
tiling struck us with peculiar force; that every 
that arrived in Chinn with food of any kind 
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was wholly relieved from any duties, or custom* 
whatever. . 

Mr. Fairbrathe* said f that he had penetrated 
further into China than any other modern Euro- 
peasi, anil draeribed the Chinese langmige nud the 
character of their alphabet, or rather the signs of 
their language. There were 80,000 of thesa rha- 
nicters, which originated in the representation of 
nctuaJ objects, as that did which represented the 
Sllliij or a main The repre^entatfflci of lea was the 
lie tisai roprf sen tat iun of die u-n-pEunt. This writ¬ 
ten language or dunteter way exactly the same 
throughout China ; but the language spoken varied 
ill every province* and often tm>re frequently- 
Thus, if a num were to road the written language, 
he would perfectly understand; it* hut he would 
call it—tea, for instance—by a name which none 
hut those uf Iris own proviitee or city would under¬ 
stand. Mr. b\ then gave specimens of ihn various 
name#, as sjjokeri, by which tea would be caEIed, 
though the written character alw ays remained the 
same* There was, consequently, an universal 
written language, whilst spoken language wrtJ ex* 
cwrlijigly diversified* Aware of this fact, the 
missionaries had 3uni the Scriptures translated 
into the universally written language, and it was 
through thU medium chiefly, it wm hoped, the 

*■ ■ 
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Gospel would, ill the end, be spread aver the vast 
Chin if se empire* 

At Shziiighilii the missionaries had A chapel in 
which services were performed thirteen times n 
week, and in four different languages. So suc¬ 
cessful had their labours been* that another chapel 
™ about to bo but It* The nristionarks, on en¬ 
quiring if they might go out of Shanghai into the 
country t were told by the governor that they might 
go if they returned within twenty-four hours. 
“ And what if wv do not i" Hiked tin? mistoionaries. 
11 If you do not*" replied the governor, i+ you will 
b# brought back to me in a wooden cage," “ And 
what then ? M rejoined die DH^ionanuL 11 I shall 
tl cn send you home," replied ike governor* But 
thift wav all mi id in u tone that intimated that he 
should treat them kindly, even if they transgressed 
die Jaws. But the missionaries generally acted so 
as not to violate them. Mr. F. then described a 
journey which liCj accompanied by Dr. Lockhart 
and Mr. Medhtirst, took up the river into the 
country* They left their boat, having written 
their names on iltom to know it again, and went 
on abort at some place whore they found an im¬ 
mensely large fair going oil* He could never 
ascertain exactly what place it was; but the num¬ 
ber of people wu very great. 

*Tbe number of boats in the over was inealeu- 


A VOYAGES TO CHINA, 


279 


[nbl Cl and great bn lib prevailed. They dist Hbu ted 
a number of tracts miung the people, and then 
ascended a mount, from whence they had a view 
oVtT a very extensive level country - f nnd p on the 
entxiuiw verge of the horizon* they mw an oilier 
krgo city. This they resolved to vidt, if pu&dbie. 
They accordingly proceeded towards it, passing as 
they approached siu? numbers of cottages, ill u hick 
the people were busily pursuing their vocations. 
Them are no factories in China, but all the bcau- 
tifni works* produced were executed in the cottages 
of the people—all the weaving, dying, Scc~ t w =*s 
done ni home in thosa cottages. At length they 
reached the main street, about eight foot widc p 
uf the city, I he shops, gilded and painted,, 
looked very tine ; but they Were soon com¬ 
pletely surrounded by the people llml they 
could neither move forward nor retreat. The 
people viewed them with the grimiest curiosity, 
nnd they were: probably the first Europeans thev 
had seen. In order to get liberated foam the 
crowd, they consulted as to what was best to be 
done, and Dr* Lockhart add that lie would address 
the people, Ha did so, paying that they—the 
Chinese—considered themselves os the most p^Lilu 
people in the world, hut that they—the miMiomi- 
ritw—lud no proof of it ; for they were so hem¬ 
med in that they could neither retreat nor advance- 
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Upon this the people withdrew, so iu to leave the 
imssionaiiea more apuco^ but demanded at the same 
lime, where do you come from ? What do you 
want heref" "We cannot inform you of any¬ 
thing* 1 replied the missionaries, le iu the street. 
Take uti to seme quiet place, and we will tell you 
aSL' r They were then conducted to n vc*r y large 
temple, in which mood the three ifnftgea of Euddho, 
before which the priests were hurtling incense. 
Arrived at this place, a due old man addressed 
tlieiiij and asked from whence they came, and 
what, were: their names ? Dr. Lockhart replied 
that they came from what the Chinese called the 
west country, and that his name was Lockhart; 
mine, Fair brother; and that Lite natno of the third 
wew Modhurat, am3 that in his own country he was 
called what the Chinese would interpret a good 
talker. 

Some time afterwards* a young man came to 
Shanghai from a distant city in the interior, and 
informed them that a tract had fallen into Ida 
hands, and he wished to know if it were one they 
issued* They told him it was, and he replied 
that it contained more important tilings than he 
had ever heard of he fore* and that he had cornu 
to them to'seek further information. This you tig 
man continued to reside nl Shanghai* and became 
SF convinced of the truth of the Gospel, dial he 
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expressed a wish lo be baptized. It wm p no 
foubt, most desirable that natives should become 
• 11 l s-stu-BjiaHes ^ but the English missionaries were 
very cautious aa to the employment gf them, and, 
before they did so, it wo* most important to ai- 
certain whether they wen? redly and thoroughly 
convinced of the great truths of Clmitiinfty s for 
plenty of mm might be obtained who, for about 
ike pence ti day* would read and apeak of the? 
Gospel, jnit as they would read or apeak of the 
writings of Confucius. 

The Chinese generally spent th-nr e ve mugs in 
tcfl-ahops, marly of which were Jit red up in n 
mther handsome Way. fi re they mat to gossip 
and drink tea. One evening, a* the missinilAiiei 
accidentally were passing by a u-a-dbop, he ob- 
mrvud the young man he (Mr. F.) had spoken of, 
re siding aloud the Gospel tu the people iu the tea- 
shop, and expounding to the people Christ** 
Sermon on tin? Mount* Upon lIda hint the mk- 
siuiumes bad since acted* and they, too* went to 
the tea^hops to t ,j ach the Scriptures, Thii young 
uiijcj at length expressed a warm wMi m return 
to his native city, that be might Sec hi* aged 
father before he died* and others of hi* finiilv. 
The inissiutiariej accordingly provided him with n 
grjod supply of tract*, and he set off to return to 
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hie own home, Hn had not been gone long, how- 
over, beiott he cnme buck to tin* iniHsioimrics, and 
informed them that his fnther hod shut lab door 
upon him, and that his three brothers had told 
him that the new doctrines had driven iiiiu modi 
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